A Ministry of the Jesuits

January 9, 2022—The Baptism of the Lord
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Begins January 24, in person and
virtual
Our next bible study book will
move us a bit more from the head
to the heart.
See page 5 for more info.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and
dead during the General Intercessions, and he may invite
parishioners to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Monday, January 10th
Tuesday, January 11th
Friday, January 14th

Gabriela Fernandez †
Linda Abboud
Robert Thiel †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Jodie Terlisner, Carol Bayruns, Kristina Toops, Alexander Whan,
Fisseha Bartolomeos, Bob and Diane Sykes, Albert Ellis, Marge
Pina, William Monahan, Edward Dieser Jr., David Moss, Mary
Maher, PJ McNeil, Clive Brown
Pray for those who were newly baptized:
Maddox Randall Koah, Elodie Claire Modak, Walter Rehm,
Ian Joseph Barker, Javier Andrés Bedregal-Schwenkler
Welcome New Parishioners!
Jordan Zarone, Daniel Webb, Charles and Lori Scholle
Pope Francis’ January Prayer
Intention—For true human fraternity
We pray for all those suffering from
religious discrimination and
persecution; may their own rights and
dignity be recognized, which originate
from being brothers and sisters in the
human family.

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Amy O’Neill, Administrative Assistant
aoneill@stmga.org

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
For general inquiries email,
parishoffice@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Jan 10

STM School Open House and Tours—9:30am to 11:00am—School
Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library
STM Confirmation—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Church

Tues., Jan. 11

RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed. Jan. 12

Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom

Mon. Jan. 17

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library

ADULT FAITH AT STM
When I arrived to STM nearly five years ago I found a
vibrant community of people who made this church the
center of their spiritual and social lives. During my time as
pastoral associate for adult faith formation I have sought to
continue that. I believe a faith community—and even the
church building itself—should not only be a space to
cultivate one’s relationship with God, but to grow in love of
neighbor. STM has done that through social events, sports,
the annual musical, Knights events, small groups,
volunteering, and educational programs. Spiritual formation
must complement these as a way to grow community. As
we move into the new year, we will begin forming a group
of people who will intentionally act as spiritual companions
to their fellow parishioners. 500 years ago St. Ignatius was
meditating at the River Cardoner in Spain when he had a
moment of realization that God was not confined to one
place or moment, that he could find God in all things. Our
group of Cardoner Companions will be formed in the
Ignatian tradition of prayer and discernment, and be
trained in the art of spiritual leadership and companionship, a ministry of listening and accompanying others
through retreats in everyday life or faith sharing groups.
These Companions will help make the Ignatian charism
even more a part of how our community lives church.
Many parishioners have already participated in elements
of this new formation program, including Ignatian
Foundations (starting Feb. 3) and Friendship With God:
An Exploration of Ignatian Prayer (starting Feb. 2).

As you can tell, we seek to imbue much of what we offer
with the Ignatian charism. It’s who we are as a Jesuit parish.
In addition to these offerings and ongoing
scripture studies, we occasionally offer
book studies, documentary screenings, and
speaking events. Of note is a documentary
screening on January 23 (which had been
postponed because of the pandemic)
called “What Do You Believe Now? The
Spiritual Journeys of American Millennials”.
Six Americans—a Catholic, Pagan, Jew,
Muslim, Lakota, and Buddhist—share their
spiritual struggles and aspirations, and how
their beliefs have changed after 17 years, from teens to
adult. As religious polarization becomes more prominent
and as young people disengage from religion, this
documentary grapples with the question of religious belief.
Finally, beginning January 18 is a six-week
book study on the new book Hidden Mercy:
AIDS, Catholics, and the Untold Stories of
Compassion in the Face of Fear. Journalist
Michael O’Loughlin uncovers the stories of
Catholics who at great personal cost chose
compassion in the AIDS crisis of the 1980s
and 1990s. We are looking forward to
welcoming Michael O’Loughlin to STM on
March 5 to speak about the book.
Despite nearly two years of strangeness due to Covid, we
continue to be a strong and vibrant parish. A new young
families group is forming, baptism classes are now
parishioner-led, RCIA classes are welcoming new candidates
and catechumens, and new families are joining our
community.

These explicitly Ignatian classes will continue to be offered
this winter and spring for anyone who wishes to learn
about Ignatian spirituality and prayer. Getting to know
the person of Jesus is paramount to Ignatius’ approach
to spiritual formation. Beginning Feb. 23 is a four-week
opportunity to join a group of others and meet the person
of Jesus through prayer with Gospel passages and
meditations from Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises. Encountering
Jesus is a wonderful opportunity to
experience the Ignatian approach
to prayer with scripture. In April,
Stewart Voegtlin, director of youth
faith formation, will help us
deepen our understanding of
Jesus through an exploration of
visio divina, where we will pray
visually with many of Caravaggio’s
depictions of Christ. Also in April,
married couples are invited to
STM’s new four-week marriage enrichment program which
applies the pattern of Jesus’ life, as laid out in the Spiritual
Exercises, to the marriage relationship. Couples will hear
from witness couples, couples therapists, and be given
tools to grow closer to God and one another.

As the new year begins, I encourage you to take stock of
how STM is a part of your life and how you desire to be
connected, beyond Sunday worship. As the universal
Church initiates a synod (which you’ll hear more about),
there will be opportunities for everyone to make their voice
heard as a Catholic or even as a seeker. You will be
encouraged to examine important and hard questions
about what it means to be church and your place in it.
My personal hope is that STM is always a place of welcome,
exploration, and formation.

Andy Otto
Pastoral Associate for Adult Faith Formation

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3
OFFERTORY APPEAL
This week we begin an Offertory Appeal in
which we will all make a commitment to our
level of offertory giving for the new year. By
our coming together in faith, the ministry
and community life of our parish flourish as
place where we encounter and share God’s
presence and love. In the past year, we
have sustained our ministries through your
support and generosity, but we have so
much more to do. This week you will
receive a letter from Fr. Bob providing you
with more details on the Appeal. Please
take time to consider prayerfully your
financial commitment to our shared
mission.
You will have an opportunity during Mass next weekend to
make your commitment, which allows us to plan for our
ministry and further enhance the opportunities our parish
offers. If you have not already done so, please also consider
enrolling in our online donation program as a convenient way
to make your regular contributions to our parish (60% of our
offertory now comes from online contributions).
https://stmgaparish.org/giving/
If you need any further information, please contact Carol
Palmer at 404-378-4588 or cpalmer@stmga.org.

To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
WAYS TO GIVE TO STM
available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.
* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.

* Send your offering in the mail to the
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, parish office at:
St. Thomas More Church
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
Decatur GA 30030-2951
marriage preparation program. For more information on
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and
* Donate via PayPal online on our website
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”
or by scanning this QR code.

MATRIMONY

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
January 9—STM-St Vincent de Paul
January 16—Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministries
February 14—STM St Vincent de Paul
March 2—Ash Wednesday—Serve Haiti
March 6—Black and Indian Missions

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

HIDDEN MERCY BOOK STUDY

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Tuesdays, Jan. 18 – Feb. 22, 7pm, Zoom
AIDS, Catholics, and the Untold Stories of Compassion
in the Face of Fear The height of the AIDS crisis in the
United States in the 1980s and 1990s left many
profound stories that remained untold. In Hidden
Mercy, gay Catholic journalist Michael O’Loughlin
uncovers the stories of Catholics who at great
personal cost chose compassion. A compelling picture
of those who responded to human suffering with
mercy, offering insights for LGBTQ and other people of
faith struggling to find a home in religious communities
today. Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE NOW?

The Spiritual Journeys of American Millennials
Sunday, Jan. 23, 7-9pm, St. Julie Room
What happens to your spiritual and religious beliefs
over time? Six diverse Americans—a Catholic, Pagan,
Jew, Muslim, Lakota, and Buddhist—share their spiritual
struggles and aspirations, and how their beliefs have
changed after 17 years, from teens to adult. As religious
polarization becomes more prominent and as young
people disengage from religion, this documentary
grapples with the question of religious belief. Discussion
will follow the film.

FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD

3-Week Course, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, Feb. 2, 9, 16, Zoom
Take a deep dive into the three primary
forms of Ignatian prayer: meditation,
contemplation, and the Examen. Each
week you will take a deep dive into the
roots of these prayer methods, hear
Ignatius’ guidance from the Spiritual
Exercises, and have a guided prayer
experience. Facilitated by Andy Otto.
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

ENCOUNTERING JESUS

4-Week Ignatian Prayer Series, Wednesdays at 7:30pm,
Feb. 23, Mar. 2, 9, 16, 23, in-person
Inspired by the Second Week of the Ignatian
Spiritual Exercises, Encountering Jesus is a fourweek (five meeting) series that invites you to meet
the person of Jesus as you pray with gospel
passages throughout the week. Each week you will
share about your experiences in a small group and
be led through a major meditation from the
Spiritual Exercises.

A SIX WEEK INTRODUCTION TO THE IGNATIAN WORLDVIEW
Thursdays, Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24, Mar. 3, 10, Zoom
Ignatian Foundations will give participants
a deeper understanding of the Ignatian
worldview by studying Ignatius’ life, the
Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history.
Classes will be led by Jesuits and lay
Ignatian ministers, addressing the Ignatian
themes of prayer, discernment, and
freedom. $30

January 24, 31, February 7, 14, 28, March 7,
14, 21, 28, April 11—7:00pm to 8:30pm—
Mulhern Hall and Zoom
Our next bible study book
will move us a bit more from
the head to the heart as we
spend more time praying
with scripture rather than
merely studying it. Our book
this session will be
“Ascending with Ignatius: A
30-Day At Home Retreat”
(which we will make a 10week retreat!).
For more info and to register visit:
www.stmgaparish.org/winter
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email Louanne at
bachner@juno.com to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
2-NIGHT YOGA RETREAT
January 14, 2022 - January 16, 2022
Directed by Kimberly Nettuno, RYT—In Psalm
143: 10, the Psalmist prays, "Teach me to do
your will, for you are my God. May your kind
spirit guide me...." As we enter the New Year,
we often do so with a list of resolutions to
encounter transformation. More info and
register: www.ignatiushouse.org

FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE
January 28, 2022 - January 30, 2022
Directed by Maria Cressler, MTS, and John
Cressler, PhD Couples are invited to explore
how God desires to continue to breathe life
into your marriage – companioning you at
each stage of your relationship. More info
and register: www.ignatiushouse.org

PARISH NEWS
NEW PARISHIONER WELCOME MASS & RECEPTION
Saturday, January 22nd, 2022
Mass will be at 5:30pm, followed by a meet & greet
reception in Mulhern Hall and the courtyard.

All parishioners who joined our parish since March 2020
are invited to a New Parishioner Welcome Mass on Sat.,
Jan. 22nd at 5:30pm followed by a meet and greet reception
in Mulhern Hall and the courtyard. Our clergy, staff and
ministry representatives are looking forward to welcoming
you in person and answering any questions. Connect with
other parishioners and learn about your new parish home
Congratulations to Javier Andrés and ways you can get involved.

Congratulations to Walter Rehm
who was recently baptized at STM. Bedregal-Schwenkler who was
recently baptized at STM.
Congratulations to
Maddox Koah who
was recently
baptized at STM.

Please RSVP with the number of people attending so we
can have an accurate count for food and drink. We look
forward to meeting you! RSVP: www.stmgaparish.org/
welcome

SPAM EMAIL
Some parishioners have been receiving spam emails
claiming to be from Fr. Bob or other members of the parish
staff. Please be cautious of emails you receive and verify
they are coming from a parish email address, stmga.org.

CGS CATECHIST TRAINING
Congratulations to
Elodie Modak who
was recently
baptized at STM.

Begins February 5, 2022—We are looking for those who
would like to be trained as catechists for Level I of the
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program (serving children
ages 3-6). Training begins February 5 and concludes in the
summer, totaling 90 hours. You will grow in your faith in this
journey! If you’re a creative person that wants to share your
gifts and talents with this parish’s children in a big way,
please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
DO YOU WANT TO DISCOVER MORE ABOUT STM
SCHOOL?
If you’re considering a
school choice for your child,
we invite you to join us at
our Virtual Open House on
Mon., 1/10, at 9:30am. You’ll
learn what makes our PreK4 - 8th grade school a place
where students experience
joy in learning and live their
Catholic faith in action, all
within the support of a
loving, diverse, and inclusive
community. You’ll have the
opportunity to meet faculty,
hear from our students and parents, ask questions, and
learn how academic excellence, joyful learning, and
abundant faith are at the heart of all we do. Register at
stmga.org.

NOW ENROLLING STUDENTS FOR 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR
Saint Thomas More Catholic School is accepting applications
for the 2022-23 school year. We invite parents of
prospective Pre-K4 through 7th grade students to apply
by the February 11th deadline. For more information and
to apply, visit stmga.org and select APPLY NOW under the
Admissions tab.

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

FAITH IN ACTION
IGNATIAN SOLIDARITY NETWORK (ISN)

companions.

St. Thomas More is now a parish
member of Ignatian Solidarity
Network ignatiansolidarity.net/.
ISN offers programs and
resources for equity and justice.
Their mission statement: Network,
educate, and form advocates for
social justice animated by the
spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola
and the witness of the Jesuit
martyrs of El Salvador and their

The STM Social Justice Education and Advocacy
Subcommittee invites you to begin participating in the
many opportunities to learn more about equity and
justice by taking the 21 Day Ignatian Racial Equity
Challenge.
Register to participate via email at
ignatiansolidarity.net/ignatian-racial-equity-challenge/

COMMUNITY NEWS
CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM
An introduction to the faith & practices of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam—Registration is open now at
ignatiushouse.org Tuesday evenings from 7:00pm to
9:00pm for 13 weeks, beginning Jan. 18, 2022 at Ignatius
House Jesuit Retreat Center For more info., contact Kathy
Hoffman at kdhoffman53@gmail.com.

CREATION CARE CORNER
Weekly Stewardship Recommendation:
What to do with used batteries? Recycle, of course.
Why is it important to recycle batteries?
It is illegal to dispose of batteries in the trash. Batteries
contain corrosive materials and heavy metals that can
contaminate the environment.
Where do I recycle batteries? Batteries plus bulbs is a
good option. Find a location near you. batteriesplus.com
Which batteries are best choices for purchase?
Rechargeable batteries are your best buy for your wallet
and the environment. NiMH is the best option for purchase and are easy to find. Remember to recharge your
batteries right before you use them to get the maximum
charge. Rechargeable batteries generally lose 4% charge
per day just sitting around. Reusing batteries not only
minimizes the quantity sent for disposal and recycling, it
is also cost effective.

SYNOD
WHAT IS THE SYNOD?

Pope Francis wants to hear from you about what is
happening in our parishes and in the universal Church,
and what you think we should all be doing to make them
better. To get everyone’s input, he is calling the entire
Church to participate in a “synod” (ˈsi-nəd ), a process of
consultation and listening rooted in the ancient Tradition
of the Church. This is a big deal—a historic undertaking—
MASS FOR THE UNBORN AND YOUTH RALLY
and we don’t want to let this opportunity pass us by. Our
Fri, Jan. 21, 2022; 10:00am at the Cathedral of Christ the
parish is conducting listening sessions (in person and virtual)
King. Archbishop Gregory. An introduction to the faith &
as the first phase of this synod process. There is a place at this
practices of Judaism, Christianity and Islam—Registration is “table” waiting for you. We want to hear from you.
open now at ignatiushouse.org Tuesday evenings from
7:00pm to 9:00pm for 13 weeks, beginning Jan. 18, 2022
Visit stmgaparish.org/synod to learn more.
at Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center For more info., con- Email your interest in participating: Listening@stmga.org
tact Kathy Hoffman at kdhoffman53@gmail.com.

AQUINAS DAY
Thursday, January, 27, 2022, 11:00am – 1:30pm
Aquinas Day provides the opportunity for younger
theologians to be introduced to Emory and the greater
Atlanta community expanding our vision into the future of
theological thinking.
Aquinas Day Schedule at Emory University:
11:30am Worship Service - Cannon Chapel (located behind
the Candler School of Theology)
12:00-1:30pm Afternoon Lecture - Room 360, Candler
School of Theology
More info: https://aquinas.emory.edu/

