A Ministry of the Jesuits

January 16, 2022—2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

Our Offertory Appeal began last
weekend with parishioners speaking
at the beginning of Mass about what
being part of our community at St.
Thomas More means to them and
why they choose to support our
parish.
See page 4 for more info.

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

See page 5 for details about our upcoming book study and speaker event.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.

Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick:
Katie Trocheck Abel, Marcia Soldat, Lynn A. Levin, Beneva
Boone, Anthony Tumpson, Nicholson Williams, Dani Reich,
Clive Brown, Jodie Terlisner, Carol Bayruns, Alexander Whan,
William Monahan, Edward Dieser Jr., John Boyle

Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:
James Francis Gorman

Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org

Welcome New Parishioners!
Sara and Jason Weiland, Dayana and Delbert Cope, Anna and
Spencer Brent, Khaly and Kathleen Diatta, Jon P. Vanden,
Dooren and Cristina Guilarte, Cynthia and Seth Ryan

Amy O’Neill, Administrative Assistant
aoneill@stmga.org

Pope Francis’ January Prayer
Intention—For true human fraternity
We pray for all those suffering from
religious discrimination and
persecution; may their own rights and
dignity be recognized, which originate
from being brothers and sisters in the
human family.

Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
For general inquiries email,
parishoffice@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon. Jan. 17

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library

Tues. Jan. 18

Hidden Mercy Book Study—7:00pm to 8:00pm—Zoom
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed., Jan. 19

Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom

Sat., Jan 23

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (Group A)—9:00am to 10:00am—CGS Atrium
What do you Believe Now? Documentary—7:00pm to 9:00pm—St. Julie Room

STM AIDS MINISTRY
For over a decade, parishioners at St Thomas More have
come together in an outreach ministry serving our brothers
and sisters living with HIV/AIDS. At the request of then
Pastor Msgr. Fogarty, Paul Blackstone and Bob Slavin
formed the STM AIDS Ministry and forged the relationship
with St Thomas More and the residents of the Jerusalem
House Family Program. The program began with the first
Christmas party hosted by volunteers for the resident
children and their mothers and has grown to include meal
preparation and service at the Gift of Grace House, a
hospice for women living with HIV/AIDS run by Saint Mother
Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity in Virginia Highlands since
1994.
With the support of our wonderful volunteers and in thanks
for the generosity of you, our fellow parishioners at STM, we
have provided Christmas gifts to the residents at both
Jerusalem House and Gift of Grace, we have provided
transportation to and from doctor’s appointments for both
the Sisters and the residents of Gift of Grace, we have
volunteered as tutors in Clarkston via the afterschool
program run by the Sisters, we have cooked and served
countless meals. Most importantly, we have forged
relationships and nurtured friendships.

The STM AIDS Ministry hosted their 10th Annual Christmas
Party for the women and children of Jerusalem House on
Dec.12, 2021

Over the years, we have joyfully watched children grow up
and move on from Jerusalem House while welcoming new
families; cared for, prayed, and laughed with the Sisters and
the ladies residing at Gift of Grace; celebrated joyously at
holidays and on birthdays; and witnessed and gave thanks
for the wonders of medicine that have reduced viral loads
and allowed our friends to live and care for us and each
other. When we first started at Gift of Grace, there was
(and is) a book of the dead in the chapel. The names fill up
the pages in the early years, and thankfully today, the focus
is more on where to find the next stage of housing for our
friends living with HIV, not dying from AIDS.
The pandemic has altered, but not ended, our outreach
efforts. We are praying for an end to the Covid pandemic,
and until then we continue to find new ways to provide
fellowship and sustenance to our friends. This December,
we joyfully celebrated our first get together (outdoors) at
Jerusalem House since the onset of Covid and our meal
preparation continues for our dear ladies living at Gift of
Grace. Over the years, we have prepared, delivered, and
served the meals for ten on Thursday and Sunday evenings,
providing a much-needed break for the five Sisters who live
at the house and care for the women, in addition to their
service in Clarkston, Forest Park, and the area soup kitchen.
Due to COVID protocols, we are currently dropping the
meals off at 5pm on Thursdays and Sundays for the Sisters
to serve to limit exposure to our immune compromised
friends. If you are interested in being added to our meals
calendar and finding out about more volunteer
opportunities at both residences, please reach out to Jen
Dalmy, jengossett@gmail.com.

STM student and Sr. Justus at the Gift of Grace House.

AIDS RESOURCES
•

Upcoming Book Study at STM—We will be studying
the book Hidden Mercy: AIDS, Catholics, and the
Untold Stories of Compassion in the Face of Fear
beginning Tues., Jan. 18th. See page 5 for details.

•

Major Speaker Event—On Sat., March 5th, Journalist
Michael O’Loughlin will speak about his Hidden
Mercy book at 7:30pm. See page 5 for details.

•

Read the New York Times article by book author
Michael O’Loughlin ‘Pope Frances Sent me a Letter. It
Gives me Hope as a Gay Catholic’:
stmgaparish.org/nytimes

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3
OFFERTORY APPEAL

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

This past week you should have received a
letter from Fr. Bob about the shared mission our
RCIA
parish and asking you to make a commitment to
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/ your level of offertory giving for the new year. This
weekend at Mass we have the opportunity to make
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
that commitment together.
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
Your commitment allows us to plan for our
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
ministry and enhance the opportunities our parish
together and have honest conversation about what it
offers. You can also consider enrolling in our online donation
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
program to make convenient regular contributions (60% of our
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
offertory now comes from online contributions). If you need
program even if you don't think you want to become a
any further information, please contact Carol Palmer at 404-378
Catholic or if you're not sure.
-4588 or cpalmer@stmga.org. Thank you for your continued
support of our St. Thomas More community.
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at STM PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.
FY22: July 1, 2021 December
YTD
June 30, 2022
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
Offertory Collections
$315,276
$981,974
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
Offertory Budget
$262,084
$920,266
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
Surplus/(shortfall)
$53,192
$61,708

BAPTISM

Percent of Offertory from
57%
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
Online Giving
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
St Thomas More Parish strives to allocate its financial resources
available under Baptisms on the website.
in alignment with our mission. We hope that the programs
and activities we fund with your donations will allow every
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
parishioner to participate and grow in spirit and faith as part
AND CONFIRMATION
of this community.
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
Please consider donating regularly to the parish community
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.
as you are able, both financially and by volunteering your gifts
and talents. If you already contribute, consider increasing your
MATRIMONY
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, contribution if you have not done so recently. Thank you!
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
Second Collections for December
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on
SVDP—STM
$10,086
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”
Retirement for Religious
$3,271

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

Catholic Charities

$7,302

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM
* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951

* Donate via PayPal online on our website or by
scanning this QR code.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

HIDDEN MERCY BOOK STUDY & MAJOR SPEAKER EVENT

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Book Study: Tuesdays, Jan. 18 – Feb. 22, 7pm, Zoom
The height of the AIDS crisis in the United States in the
1980s and 1990s left many profound stories that
remained untold. In Hidden Mercy, gay Catholic
journalist Michael O’Loughlin uncovers the stories of
Catholics who at great personal cost chose
compassion. There is currently a waiting list for the study.
Speaker Event at STM: Saturday, March 5 at 7:30pm
Journalist Michael O’Loughlin will speak about his new book, Hidden
Mercy: AIDS, Catholics, and the Untold Stories of Compassion in the
Face of Fear, at St. Thomas More. RSVP at bit.ly/hiddenmercy The event
will be in person and livestreamed.

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE NOW?
The Spiritual Journeys of American Millennials
Sunday, Jan. 23, 7-9pm, St. Julie Room
What happens to your spiritual and religious beliefs
over time? Six diverse Americans—a Catholic, Pagan,
Jew, Muslim, Lakota, and Buddhist—share their spiritual
struggles and aspirations, and how their beliefs have
changed after 17 years, from teens to adult. Discussion
will follow the film.

FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD
3-Week Course, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, Feb. 2, 9, 16, Zoom
Take a deep dive into the three primary
forms of Ignatian prayer: meditation,
contemplation, and the Examen. Each
week you will take a deep dive into the
roots of these prayer methods, hear
Ignatius’ guidance from the Spiritual
Exercises, and have a guided prayer
experience. Facilitated by Andy Otto. stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

ENCOUNTERING JESUS
4-Week Ignatian Prayer Series, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, Feb. 23, Mar. 2, 9,
16, 23, in-person
Inspired by the Second Week of the Ignatian
Spiritual Exercises, Encountering Jesus is a fourweek (five meeting) series that invites you to meet
the person of Jesus as you pray with gospel
passages throughout the week. Each week you will
share about your experiences in a small group
and be led through a major meditation from the
Spiritual Exercises.

A SIX WEEK INTRODUCTION TO THE IGNATIAN WORLDVIEW
Thursdays, Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24, Mar. 3, 10, Zoom
Ignatian Foundations will give participants a deeper understanding of
the Ignatian worldview by studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual Exercises,
and Jesuit history. Classes will be led by Jesuits and lay Ignatian
ministers, addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and
freedom. $30

January 24, 31, February 7, 14, 28, March 7,
14, 21, 28, April 11—7:00pm to 8:30pm—
Mulhern Hall and Zoom
Our next bible study book
will move us a bit more from
the head to the heart as we
spend more time praying
with scripture rather than
merely studying it. Our book
this session will be
“Ascending with Ignatius: A
30-Day At Home Retreat”
(which we will make a 10week retreat!).
For more info and to register visit:
www.stmgaparish.org/winter
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email Louanne at
bachner@juno.com to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
FALL IN LOVE, STAY IN LOVE
January 28, 2022 - January 30, 2022
Directed by Maria Cressler, MTS, and John
Cressler, PhD Couples are invited to explore
how God desires to continue to breathe life
into your marriage – companioning you at
each stage of your relationship. More info
and register: www.ignatiushouse.org

3-NIGHT IGNATIAN RETREAT
February 3 - February 6
Directed by Fr. Bill Noe, SJ Rest and renew
heart, mind, and soul on a weekend retreat at
Ignatius House. Your retreat will draw from a
nearly 500-year-old tradition called “Ignatian
spirituality,” developed from the life and
prayer of Spanish soldier-turned-saint
Ignatius of Loyola. More info and register:
www.ignatiushouse.org

PARISH NEWS
CGS CATECHIST TRAINING
Begins Saturday March 12, 2022
Are you seeking to contribute to the life of the children in
our parish? Consider being trained as a catechist for our
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) program, a
Montessori-based model that emphasizes encounter with
Jesus. CGS is a non-traditional catechesis method, where
children lead and our faith’s principles are shared through
Scripture and multimodal activities. The program’s
approach enable both catechist and catechumen to interact
imaginatively with a shared goal of cultivating their
relationship with Jesus.
We are looking for those who would like to be trained as
catechists for Level I of the program (serving children ages
3-6). Training begins February 5 and concludes in the
summer, totaling 90 hours. You will grow in your faith in this
journey! If you’re a creative person that wants to share your
gifts and talents with this parish’s children in a big way,
please contact Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

SPAM EMAIL
Some parishioners have been receiving spam emails
claiming to be from Fr. Bob or other members of the parish
staff. Please be cautious of emails you receive and verify
they are coming from a parish email address, stmga.org.

POSTPONED—NEW PARISHIONER WELCOME MASS
& RECEPTION
New Date! Saturday, February 26th, 2022
Mass will be at 5:30pm,
followed by a meet & greet
reception in Mulhern Hall
and the courtyard.

All parishioners who joined
our parish since March
2020 are invited to a New
Parishioner Welcome
Mass on Sat., Feb. 26th at
5:30pm followed by a meet & greet reception in Mulhern
Hall and the courtyard. Our clergy, staff and ministry
representatives are looking forward to welcoming you in
person and answering any questions. Connect with other
parishioners and learn about your new parish home and
ways you can get involved.
Please RSVP with the number of people attending so we
can have an accurate count for food and drink. We look
forward to meeting you!
RSVP: www.stmgaparish.org/welcome

SCHOOL NEWS
WE STILL SEEK HIM

On January 6th, we joyfully celebrated the Epiphany of the
Lord. The three Wise Men were seekers and wanted to find
God. Epiphany is God revealing Himself to us through a
person…that person is Jesus. God wants to be found by ALL
people. Like the wise men, how do we find God? We can
find God by getting to know Jesus. Jesus shows us who God
is and what God is really like. – paraphrased from STM’s own
Fr. Bob

TAKE WHAT YOU NEED
We are so fortunate to have Brittany Kelley as our fulltime
school counselor. She also is a licensed clinical social
worker. As we lean into this new year, we’re loving the
messages she lovingly provides for our students to take
from her bulletin board when needed. Examples are, “You
matter!”, “I’m proud of you!”, “You are smart!”, “Don’t give
up!”, “Your hard work will pay off!, “You CAN make smart
choices!”, “Today is a NEW day!”, and “You are loved!”. We’re
sharing so YOU can take what YOU need, too!

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

FAITH IN ACTION
IGNATIAN SOLIDARITY NETWORK (ISN)

companions.

St. Thomas More is now a parish
member of Ignatian Solidarity
Network ignatiansolidarity.net/.
ISN offers programs and
resources for equity and justice.
Their mission statement: Network,
educate, and form advocates for
social justice animated by the
spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola
and the witness of the Jesuit
martyrs of El Salvador and their

The STM Social Justice Education and Advocacy
Subcommittee invites you to begin participating in the
many opportunities to learn more about equity and
justice by taking the 21 Day Ignatian Racial Equity
Challenge.

CREATION CARE CORNER
Weekly Stewardship Recommendation:
Eliminate phantom energy
“Phantom” Energy (also known as “vampire” energy) is
the energy used by electronic devices that continue to
draw power even though they are “off.” Any device with a
“standby” or “instant on” setting is an energy vampire.
According to the Department of Energy, energy vampires
can add up to nearly 10% of a household’s monthly
electric bill. You could be wasting hundreds of dollars’
worth of electricity every year! By using smart power
strips you can save money and energy. Some Advanced
Power Strips (APS) can prevent electronics from drawing
power by having an automatically-timed off switch that
can turn all devices plugged into the APS off when you’re
not using them. There are also chargers that stop
drawing energy when a device’s battery is full.

Register to participate via email at
ignatiansolidarity.net/ignatian-racial-equity-challenge/

COMMUNITY NEWS

SYNOD

MASS FOR THE UNBORN AND YOUTH RALLY

WHAT IS THE SYNOD?

Fri, Jan. 21, 2022; 10:00am at the Cathedral of Christ the
King. Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will be
the principal celebrant. A Youth Rally for Life for high
school students will be from 11:00am-1:15pm in the
Hyland Center. Registration for the rally is required.
Contact: Joey Martineck, director of Respect Life Ministry
for the Archdiocese of Atlanta, at jmartineck@archatl.com.

Pope Francis wants to hear from you about what is
happening in our parishes and in the universal Church,
and what you think we should all be doing to make them
better. To get everyone’s input, he is calling the entire
Church to participate in a “synod” (ˈsi-nəd ), a process of
consultation and listening rooted in the ancient Tradition
of the Church. This is a big deal—a historic undertaking—
and we don’t want to let this opportunity pass us by. Our
parish is conducting listening sessions (in person and virtual)
as the first phase of this synod process. There is a place at this
“table” waiting for you. We want to hear from you.

AQUINAS DAY
Thursday, January, 27, 2022, 11:00am – 1:30pm
This event will be held as a webinar.
Aquinas Day provides the opportunity for younger
theologians to be introduced to Emory and the greater
Atlanta community expanding our vision into the future of
theological thinking. More info: bit.ly/aquinasday_2022.

FAITH AND LOVE CONFERENCE
St. Catherine of Siena in Kennesaw is hosting its annual
Faith and Love Conference on Sat., Feb. 26, from 9:00am
to 3:30pm. All adults are welcome to join us for this is an
annual major-speaker conference to grow in our
understanding of the church’s beautiful teachings on
marriage and human sexuality. Our presenters will be Dr.
Edward Sri and Dr. John Bergsma, two internationallyknown speakers and scholars.
Early-bird registration is $25/person through Mon., Jan. 24,
and includes lunch. We will also have Catholic organization
and vendor exhibits during the lunch hour (information on
how to sign up to exhibit is on the registration form).
Seating is limited, so make sure to register soon! You can
register at www.stcatherinercc.org/faithandlove.

Visit stmgaparish.org/synod to learn more.
Email your interest in participating: Listening@stmga.org

