A Ministry of the Jesuits

January 30, 2022—4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

REGISTER NOW FOR SYNOD LISTENING SESSIONS
Pope Francis wants us to reflect on
our “journey together” in local
parishes and as the universal
church and to reframe and renew
our common journey forward. To
get everyone's input, he has called
the entire Church to participate in a
"synod", a process of consultation
and listening rooted in the ancient
tradition. In practical terms, the first
step of this process is facilitated
listening sessions at the parish level.
This is an opportunity to have our
voices heard on our experience of
participating in the church, both the
local and the universal church, and to listen to the experience of others. We
strongly encourage you to be part of a listening session at STM.
STM has planned several in-person and virtual listening sessions through the
end of March 2022. Registration is now open. www.stmgaparish.org/synod/
Questions? Contact Listening@stmga.org

3-Week Course, Wednesdays at 7:30pm,
Feb. 2, 9, 16, Zoom
Take a deep dive into the three primary
forms of Ignatian prayer: meditation,
contemplation, and the Examen. See page 5.

Thanks to all of you who have responded to our Offertory Campaign.
We appreciate your continued support and hope that those of you still
considering your financial commitment to our parish for the new year
will respond at your earliest convenience. Without your support, it is
challenging for us to plan for our ministry or continue to provide the
important programs our parish offers. See page 4 for more info.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Mon., Jan. 31st
Wed., Feb. 2nd
Thurs., Feb. 3rd

Peg Lang †
Dwi Hardjono †
Anthony Tumpson †
Nicole Pritchard †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who have died:
Suzanne Digel
Pray for those who are sick:
PJ McNeil, Katie Trocheck Abel, Marcia Soldat, Lynn A. Levin,
Beneva Boone, Dani Reich, Clive Brown, Jodie Terlisner,
Carol Bayruns, Alexander Whan, William Monahan,
Edward Dieser Jr., John Boyle
Welcome New Parishioners!
Yxarittzzaa I Garza, Mary Ellen Barilla and Arnaud &
Pope Francis’ January Prayer
Intention—For true human fraternity
We pray for all those suffering
from religious discrimination and
persecution; may their own rights
and dignity be recognized, which
originate from being brothers and
sisters in the human family.

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
For general inquiries email,
parishoffice@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Jan. 31

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library
Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall and Zoom

Tues., Feb. 1

Rosary Group—8:00am to 9:00am—Church
Hidden Mercy Book Study—7:00pm to 8:00pm—Zoom
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:00pm—Zoom

Wed., Feb. 2

Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Ignatian Prayer Course—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom

CELEBRATING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
Saint Thomas More Catholic
School holds a special place
in my heart. I taught 5th
grade there for 11 years
until I had my daughter in
2015 and chose to stay
home with her. When it was
time to start thinking about
where to send her for
kindergarten, the school of
choice was simple—STM! I
get asked often, “Why do
you pay for Catholic
education when you could
send your child to public school for free?” Strong academics
was important to our family, but what was just as important
was allowing her to learn and actively live out her faith daily
in school. In these two years, she has grown academically,
socially, and spiritually. The school challenges her,
understands her learning style, and makes learning fun. She
has learned to become a problem solver, be creative, and
communicate with her friends when things do not work out.
Her knowledge of her faith impresses me daily. After church
she stops by the Mary statue and says a Hail Mary prayer,
she leads us in the dinner blessing each night, she actively
participates in Mass, she makes the sign of the cross
whenever she hears emergency sirens, and whenever
there’s an association of the number 3, she reminds me—
just like the Holy Trinity.

Watching her grow makes my heart smile and confirms she
is at the right school. Having worked at the school, I had the
inside knowledge of knowing how special the school is.
Saint Thomas More Catholic School is a joyful learning
community reaching out to the world as the hands of
Christ. The teachers and faculty truly love and care about
the students. They nurture and teach the whole child. My
daughter enjoys going to school, she loves her teachers,
and she likes being challenged. With that being said, she
also feels secure knowing that her teachers are there to
help her if she makes a mistake or struggles with a concept.
Even during the current pandemic, the school navigated
making the day fun while keeping students safe. The
learning is student-led which allows the students to be
self-directed in their education.

Having been an educator, I know the importance of letting
students work together. My daughter enjoys working with a
partner to solve a problem, practice a skill, or review a
concept. It motivates her learning and helps her
confidence. My daughter is engaged in the learning process
which helps her attain concepts instead of just memorizing
information. This also gives her an opportunity to practice
her communication skills, be patient with others, and take
ownership of her learning. While academics are important
at STM, so is being Christ-like and a leader in the
community. The students are involved in many activities at
school. Students are the ones who run the morning news
announcements, record and upload the student-led
Masses, they help with morning carpool, and organize the
philanthropy projects throughout the year. Having the
students actively engaged gives them pride in their school.
I am proud to send my daughter to STM. She is proud of
her school to the point she keeps her uniform on even
when we get home from school! I am fortunate we are part
of the Saint Thomas More family.
Kristin Pettus
Saint Thomas More Catholic School

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3
OFFERTORY APPEAL

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

Thanks to all of you who have responded to
our Offertory Campaign. We appreciate your
RCIA
continued support and hope that those of
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/ you still considering your financial
commitment to our parish for the new year
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
will respond at your earliest convenience.
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
Without your support, it is challenging for us
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
to plan for our ministry or continue to
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
provide the important programs our parish
together and have honest conversation about what it
offers. If you didn’t have a chance to turn in
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
your Intention Card at Mass over the last
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
couple of weekends, you can print a Card
program even if you don't think you want to become a
from our webpage and mail it into the parish
Catholic or if you're not sure.
stmgaparish.org/offertory-appeal/

If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

You can also consider enrolling in our online donation program
to make convenient regular contributions (60% of our offertory
now comes from online contributions). If you need any further
information, please contact Carol Palmer at 404-378-4588 or
cpalmer@stmga.org. Thank you for your continued support of
our St. Thomas More community.

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
WAYS TO GIVE TO STM
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951
* Donate via PayPal online on our website or
by scanning this QR code.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
February 14—STM St Vincent de Paul
March 2—Ash Wednesday—Serve Haiti
March 6—Black and Indian Missions

ARCHDIOCESE ANNUAL APPEAL
The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is a major source of funding for
all the work of the Archdiocese of Atlanta, including our many
vital ministries, outreach, education and formation programs.
Support the appeal: archatl.com/appeal/

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

3-Week Course, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, Feb. 2, 9, 16, Zoom
Take a deep dive into the three
primary forms of Ignatian prayer:
meditation, contemplation, and the
Examen. Each week you will take
a deep dive into the roots of these
prayer methods, hear Ignatius’
guidance from the Spiritual Exercises,
and have a guided prayer experience.
Facilitated by Andy Otto. Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

ENCOUNTERING JESUS
4-Week Ignatian Prayer Series, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, Feb. 23, Mar. 2, 9,
16, 23, in-person
Inspired by the Second Week of the Ignatian
Spiritual Exercises, Encountering Jesus is a fourweek (five meeting) series that invites you to meet
the person of Jesus as you pray with gospel
passages throughout the week. Each week you will
share about your experiences in a small group
and be led through a major meditation from the
Spiritual Exercises. Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

A SIX WEEK INTRODUCTION TO THE IGNATIAN WORLDVIEW
Thursdays, Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24, Mar. 3, 10, Zoom
Ignatian Foundations will give participants
a deeper understanding of the Ignatian
worldview by studying Ignatius’ life, the
Spiritual Exercises, and Jesuit history.
Classes will be led by Jesuits and lay
Ignatian ministers, addressing the Ignatian themes of prayer,
discernment, and freedom. Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

MAJOR SPEAKER EVENT
Speaker Event at STM: Saturday, March 5 at 7:30pm
Journalist Michael O’Loughlin will speak
about his new book, Hidden Mercy:
AIDS, Catholics, and the Untold Stories
of Compassion in the Face of Fear, at
STM. RSVP at bit.ly/hiddenmercy The
event will be in person and livestreamed.

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT
Tuesdays, April 5-26, 7:30-9pm
Join us for a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow
the movements of Ignatius’ 4 weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted
for relationships. Couples will be given tools from Ignatian spirituality
such as the rules for the discernment of spirits, relationship Examen,
imaginative prayer exercises, and reflection activities to grow closer to
God and one another. Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60
years, there’s always more to explore in the great mystery of God (and
love!). Tuesdays, April 5-26, 7:30-9pm. $50 fee per couple.
Register: bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage

Mondays—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall
and Zoom
Our book this session will be “Ascending with
Ignatius: A 30-Day At Home Retreat”
(which we will make a 10-week retreat!).
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP
1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am,
Parish Library
Last 3 Tuesdays of the month, 8:30am9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com)
All are invited to the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email Louanne at
bachner@juno.com to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
3-NIGHT IGNATIAN RETREAT
February 3 - February 6
Directed by Fr. Bill Noe, SJ. Rest and renew
heart, mind, and soul on a weekend retreat at
Ignatius House. More info and register:
www.ignatiushouse.org

ONE DAY RETREAT ONLINE
February 26—8:00am to 2:00pm
This day long ONLINE Mindfulness Based
Stress Reduction (MBSR) retreat of silent,
extended practice is designed especially for
those who have had some prior experience
with mindfulness practice. More info and
register: www.ignatiushouse.org

ASH WEDNESDAY: DAY OF REFLECTION
March 2 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Directed by Fr. Bill Noe, SJ. Ash Wednesday
begins the journey of 40 days that prepare us
to celebrate Easter. More info and register:
www.ignatiushouse.org

PARISH NEWS
CGS CATECHIST VOLUNTEER OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, February 6th from 12-2pm
Our parish has recently embraced the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd to welcome the gifts of the youngest
members our parish communities. This Montessori-based,
hands-on experience for children currently meets at
9:00am on Sunday mornings during the school year. Next
year, we are hoping to be able to offer CGS on a more
regular basis and welcome more children into the program,
perhaps opening additional sessions. There are a variety of
ways that you can become involved! We are looking for a
few more adults who might be interested in getting involved
as catechists, but also assistants and artists and materialmakers. On Sunday, February 6th from 12-2pm, we will be
hosting a “Meet & Greet” in our parish’s CGS atrium in the
basement of the parish center (Entrance from W. Trinity Pl.)
Please come stop by to see the space and find out more
about how you can become involved. No commitment
expected, just come and see!

SCOUT SUNDAY

Sunday February 6 is Scout Sunday,
a day recognized by scouting
organizations in the United States to
celebrate a scout's Duty to God and
share with the community the
contributions of scouting service.
All Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, as well as adult leaders and
scouting alumni are welcome to join Scout Sunday at the
10:15am outdoor Mass on February 6th. Please wear your
scout uniform as we thank the STM Community for their
support of scouting.

NEW PARISHIONER WELCOME MASS & RECEPTION
New Date! Saturday, February 26th, 2022
Mass will be at 5:30pm, followed by a meet & greet
reception in Mulhern Hall and the courtyard.

All parishioners who joined our parish since March 2020
are invited to a New Parishioner Welcome Mass on Sat.,
Feb. 26th at 5:30pm followed by a meet & greet reception
in Mulhern Hall and the courtyard. Our clergy, staff and
ministry representatives are looking forward to welcoming
you in person and answering any questions. Connect with
other parishioners and learn about your new parish home
and ways you can get involved.

Please RSVP with the number of people attending so we
can have an accurate count for food and drink. We look
forward to meeting you!
RSVP: www.stmgaparish.org/welcome

ICON RESTORATION

If you see a blank space in the
Narthex or Chapel, please note that
our icons are being removed for
restoration. They will be re-installed
in the next few weeks.

SCHOOL NEWS
CELEBRATING CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

APPLY NOW FOR 2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR

This week, we celebrate Catholic Schools Week with Catholic
schools around the nation. Our students will be praying for
you and the parish community during this week celebrating
Catholic education.

Saint Thomas More Catholic School is accepting applications
through February 11th for the 2022-23 school year. We
invite parents of prospective Pre-K4 through 7th grades
students to apply! Please visit stmga.org to apply or to
request a tour.

Our school’s theme for the week is solidarity with a motto of
“TEAM: Together Everyone Achieves MORE”. Students will
learn how solidarity is based on our common belief that
everything is created by God, and as part of one human
family, we are committed to the welfare of others. As an act
of solidarity, we will do what we can to help those who are
most vulnerable.
It will be a fun and busy week as we enjoy activities promoting solidarity, our Religion Bee, an Archdiocesan 8th grade
Mass, a food drive for DEAM, and a virtual Grandparents’
Mass. The school will be filled with energy on Class Color
Day as each grade level will wear a different color symbolizing how their level is a TEAM. Students will write letters of
thanks to seminarians and sisters and learn about the
different organizations who work in solidarity to help those
most in need. Last by not least, we’ll be celebrating our staffelected Employee of the Year, Mr. Yemane, who is from Ethiopia. Students will wear colors of the Ethiopian flag and
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.
make posters thanking him for all he does.

FAITH IN ACTION
CREATION CARE CORNER

Weekly Stewardship Recommendation:

Join the 21 Day Racial Equity Challenge from Ignatian Solidarity
Network. The challenge can be done at any time and
participation is via email. stmgaparish.org/isn

DAY 1: DEFINING THE TERMS
Conversation around racism has increased dramatically in
recent months. However, people often use vocabulary
around racial injustice in different ways and with different
understandings of what words mean. For example, some
people hear the term white supremacy and think it is the
same as white nationalism. Today, we invite you to explore
resources that will help us to define a shared vocabulary
for the duration of the challenge.
All white people benefit from racist systems. Have you
ever considered racism to include more than interpersonal
interactions? How do you personally benefit from racist
systems?

Buy Fair Trade Products
Fair Trade is committed to strengthening direct
partnerships between buyers and producers. These
partnerships provide an avenue for buyers to purchase
quality products from people they trust, and offer a
sustainable and reliable way for farmers, artisans and
their families to improve their livelihood.
Fair Trade means sustainable local economies. Fair
Trade gives farmers and artisans control of their own
future. They can build their own businesses rather than
working for a middle man, and the profits stay in their
communities and go back into their businesses.

Fair Trade connects you with other cultures. Fair Trade
products are unique to the places they come from and
the people who make them. Farmers and artisans are
involved in the entire process, and Fair Trade products
reflect the people and cultures they come from. By
choosing Fair Trade products, you are not only
accessing high quality products, you are making a
difference.
Check out this website to purchase Fair Trade
Handmade Gifts & Crafts from International Artisans Ten Thousand Villages www.tenthousandvillages.com

YOUTH NEWS
STM VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We look forward to offering VBS (PK-3rd) at STM this Summer from June 6 to June 10. The number of
children we’re able to host depends on the number of cleared, VIRTUS trained adults who volunteer.
The children of volunteers will attend for free. If you are able to volunteer, please reach out to
Stewart Voegtlin (svoegtlin@stmga.org).

COMMUNITY NEWS
DOES YOUR MARRIAGE NEED A TUNE UP? OR EVEN A MAJOR OVERHAUL?

Sometimes lines of communication break down and they need repair. Sometimes our focus moves away from our
marriage and family and needs a little redirection. Sometimes a fair or average marriage is just not enough. Have you
ever thought to yourself, "How can I make my marriage better?" If so, Retrouvaille can help. Retrouvaille is marriage
program for couples whose marriage has become off course. It begins with a weekend program that can help get your
relationship back on track. It is an effective program that has worked for thousands of couples and it can work for your
marriage. For more information about our upcoming Retrouvaille Weekend, February 4-6, 2022 program for couples,
contact: Andy and Lilly Cichon @ 770.912.4743 or visit our website: HelpOurMarriage.org

FORTUNATE AND FAITHFUL FAMILIES RETREAT

Sunday, March 6; noon – 7:00pm
Archdiocese of Atlanta, 2401 Lake Park Drive SE, Smyrna. This ministry for families with LGBT members provides
programs, resources and support. The focus is love and acceptance of all persons. Presentation will be by Michael
O’Loughlin, author of “Hidden Mercy.” Contact: To register or for more information, visit fortunatefaithfulfamilies.org or
email fortunatefaithfulfamilies@gmail.com.

UPCOMING AQUINAS CENTER PROGRAMS FOR THE SPRING

Major Catholic Speaker webinar with Shannen Dee Williams. Tues, Mar 15, 7:30pm. Lecture Title: America’s Real Sister
Act: Why the Stories of U.S. Black Catholic Nuns Matter. Registration link: https://bit.ly/aquinas_mcs2022
Catherine of Siena lecture with Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF. Thurs, Apr 21, 7:30pm. Lecture Title: Seeking Wholeness in an Age of
Fragments. Registration Link: https://bit.ly/aquinas_catherinesiena2022

