
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM*  
*(outdoor, if above  

40° and no rain)  
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

NURSERY  
Due to COVID-19, the  

nursery will be closed until  
further notice.  

 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         February 13, 2022—6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 A Ministry of the Jesuits 

STM FOOD DRIVE—THIS WEEKEND! 
Please bring NON-PERISHABLE food and toiletries, diapers, or feminine hygiene 
products to the Church Narthex this weekend to help fill the shelves of the SVdP 
Food Pantry. All items will be picked up after the evening mass on Sun., Feb. 13th .  



PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon., Feb. 14   Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall and Zoom 
 
Tues., Feb. 15   Rosary Group—8:30am to 9:00am—Zoom 
    Hidden Mercy Book Study—7:00pm to 8:00pm—Zoom  
    RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:00pm—Zoom 
    Synod Listening Session Part 1 (of a 2 part series) - 7:30pm to 8:45 pm—Zoom 
 
Wed., Feb. 16   Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
    Ignatian Prayer Course—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant  
sassefa@stmga.org  
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
For general inquiries email,  
parishoffice@stmga.org  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Pope Francis’ February Prayer Intention 
Religious Sisters & Consecrated Women 
We pray for religious sisters and  
consecrated women; thanking them  
for their mission and their courage; may 
they continue to find new responses to 
the challenges of our times.  

 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead 
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  parishioners 
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick 
or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We will 
not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying for 
someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, you 
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate  
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express 
permission of the one to be remembered. 
 

Pray for those who have died: 
Sean Patterson, Tony Gordon, Albert Ellis, Kathleen Russo,  
Jerome Johnson  
 

Pray for those who are sick: 
Bruno and Patricia Bischoff, John Foley, Katie Trocheck Abel, 
William Grothaus, Dani Reich, Carol Bayruns, Alexander Whan, 
William Monahan, Edward Dieser Jr., John Boyle, PJ McNeil,  
David Moss, Linda Abboud, Lynn A. Levin, Marcia Soldat,  
Beneva Boone, Christina Allen  
 

Pray for those who were baptized: 
Noah Abraham Michael, Ave Frances Kiger, Russell Jane  
Francisco Harmond 
 

Welcome New Parishioners: 
Alexander & Kimberly Lober, Mike & Kathryn Farrell, Lyse 
Sawadogo & Jacob Sia 

mailto:parishoffice@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


 LEARN MORE ABOUT THE SYNOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pope Francis wants us to reflect on our “journey together” in 
local parishes and as the universal church and to reframe and 
renew our common journey forward. To get everyone's input,  
he has called the entire Church to participate in a "synod", a  
process of consultation and listening rooted in the ancient  
tradition. In practical terms, the first step of this process is  
facilitated listening sessions at the parish level. 

This is an opportunity to have our voices heard on our  
experience of participating in the church, both the local and the 
universal church, and to listen to the experience of others.  We 
strongly encourage you to be part of a listening session at STM. 

STM has planned several in-person and virtual  
listening sessions through the end of March 2022. 
Register: stmgaparish.org/synod/ 
 
Available listening sessions: 
Thursdays, Feb. 17 and 24, 7:30-8:45pm (Zoom) 
Monday, Feb. 28, 1:00-3:30pm (Zoom) 
Tuesdays, March 1 and 8, 1:00-2:15pm (Zoom) 
Sunday, March 6, 6:30-9:00pm (In-person) 
 
Questions? Contact Listening@stmga.org 

PARTICIPATE 

Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit 
 

Prayer of invocation to the Holy Spirit for an  
ecclesial assembly of governance or discernment 
(thus synodal) 
 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
 as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us,  
 make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
 and how we are to pursue it. 
We are weak and sinful; 
 do not let us promote disorder. 
 Do not let ignorance lead us down the 
 wrong path nor partiality influence our  
 actions. 
Let us find in You our unity 
 so that we may journey together to eternal 
 life and not stray from the way of truth and 
 what is right. 
 

All this we ask of You, 
 who are at work in every place and time, 
 in the communion of the Father and the 
 Son, forever and ever. Amen. 

PRAY 

 
…the purpose of this Synod, and therefore of this consultation, 
is not to produce documents, but to ‘plant dreams, draw forth 
prophesies and visions, allow hope to flourish, inspire trust, 
bind up wounds, weave together relationships, awaken a  
dawn of hope, learn from one another and create a bright  
resourcefulness that will enlighten minds, warm hearts, give 
strength to our hands’” (Preparatory Document, 32).  

  

mailto:Listening@stmga.org


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are  
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry. 
There are several ways to contribute.  
 
* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.  
 

* Mail your offering:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

* Donate via PayPal online on our website or 
by scanning this QR code. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

March 2—Ash Wednesday—Serve Haiti 
March 6—Black and Indian Missions 
March 13—Easter Flowers 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM 

STM PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

FY22: July 1, 2021— 
June 30, 2022 

January YTD 

Offertory Collections $153,182 $1,135,256 

Offertory Budget $153,539 $1,073,805 

Surplus/(shortfall) $(357) $61,451 

Percent of Offertory 
from Online Giving 

 57% 

St Thomas More Parish strives to allocate its financial  
resources in alignment with our mission. We hope that the  
programs and activities we fund with your donations will allow 
every parishioner to participate and grow in spirit and faith as 
part of this community.  
 
Please consider donating regularly to the parish community as 
you are able, both financially and by volunteering your gifts and 
talents. If you already contribute, consider increasing your  
contribution if you have not done so recently. Thank you!  
 
Second Collections for January 

SVDP—STM $10,693 

Archdiocese Hispanic Ministries $1,196 

http://www.stmga.org


 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

ENCOUNTERING JESUS 

4-Week Ignatian Prayer Series, Wednesdays at 7:30pm, Feb. 23, Mar. 2, 9, 
16, 23, in-person 
Inspired by the Second Week of the Ignatian  
Spiritual Exercises, Encountering Jesus is a four-
week (five meeting) series that invites you 
to meet the person of Jesus as you pray with 
gospel passages throughout the week. Each 
week you will share about your experiences in a 
small group and be led through a major  
meditation from the Spiritual Exercises.  
Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith   
 

MAJOR SPEAKER EVENT 

Saturday, March 5 at 7:30pm 
Journalist Michael O’Loughlin will speak 
about his new book, Hidden Mercy: 
AIDS, Catholics, and the Untold Stories 
of Compassion in the Face of Fear, at 
STM. RSVP at bit.ly/hiddenmercy The 
event will be in person and livestreamed.  

A LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION 

March 30, 7pm, Chapel 
We tend to think of Lent as an extraordi-
nary season of penance, prayer, and 
fasting. Yet these things, which are 
meant to connect us more intentionally 
with the divine, are our ordinary call. 
Spend an evening prayerfully reflecting 
on how Lent is really an “ordinary time” for Christians. RSVP at 
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith.  

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT 

Tuesdays, April 12 - May  3, 7:30-9pm 
Join us for a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow  
the movements of Ignatius’ 4 weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted 
for relationships. Couples will be given tools from Ignatian spirituality 
such as the rules for the discernment of spirits, relationship Examen,  
imaginative prayer exercises, and reflection activities to grow closer to 
God and one another. Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60 
years, there’s always more to explore in the great mystery of God (and 
love!). Tuesdays, April 5-26, 7:30-9pm. $50 fee per couple.  
Register: bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage  

VISIO DIVINA: CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS 

Wednesday, April 13, 7:30pm 

Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Church’s most 
effective evangelists by decontextualizing iconography and subverting 
her carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio’s Jesus  
is fleshy, worldly—given and available to any onlooker. This was  
painter as evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes  
rather than the ears, and encouraging encounter. We will explore  
several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and how they invite us to 
evaluate our understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus.  

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Mondays—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
and Zoom 
Our book this session will be “Ascending with 
Ignatius: A 30-Day At Home Retreat” 
(which we will make a 10-week retreat!).  
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org  

 

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK 
Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom 
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library 
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s  
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com  
for the Zoom link. 
 

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP 
1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am, 

Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am-
9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email 
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com)  
All are invited to the weekly rosary group.  

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE 
Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom 
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture 
reading from a historical and theological  
perspective. Email Louanne at 
bachner@juno.com to join. 
 

CENTERING PRAYER  
Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join. 

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM 

IGNATIUS HOUSE 

STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

ALMOST HOME: ART, STORIES &  

CREATIVE PRAYER 

April 1-3, 2022 
Join artist and storyteller Brother Mickey 
McGrath, OSFS, for a weekend retreat  
designed to restore your hope through the 
healing power of beauty. Ignatius House,  
Atlanta’s Jesuit retreat center, is a perfect  
setting to revive your faith in our just and  
loving God.  
 

On Saturday afternoon, as a creative  
pray-and-play experience, we will design quilt 
patches on paper to share our own stories of 
hope and faith. Basic art materials will be pro-
vided, but feel free to bring your own if you 
wish. ignatiushouse.org/registration 

https://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
mailto:jpendrick1@yahoo.com
mailto:bachner@juno.com
mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com


 

PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS        
SPREADING THE LOVE DURING CATHOLIC 

SCHOOLS WEEK  

As part of our  
Catholic Schools 
Week activities, in 
addition to learn-
ing about solidar-
ity and TEAM-
work, students  
celebrated with  
multiple themed 
out of uniform 
days (always a big 
hit!). On STM 
Spirit and Catho-
lic College Gear 
Day, our  
students wrote 

cards acknowledging and thanking those who have 
strengthened Catholic education and our school specifically. 
They made cards for 25 individuals, including some Sisters 
of Notre Dame de Namur (they were the order who found-
ed our school!), seminarians, deacons (including STM alum 
Avery Daniels), and our own Jesuit priests who bless us here 
at STM. 

SPELLING BEE WINNERS! 

All the budding orthographists in our Middle School Spelling 
Bee were un-BEE-lievably awesome! Congratulations to our 
champion, 6th grader Nora, and runner up, 7th grader Will!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We look forward to offering VBS (PK-
3rd) at STM this Summer from June 6 to 
June 10. The number of children we’re 
able to host depends on the number 
of cleared, VIRTUS trained adults who 
volunteer. 
 

The children of volunteers will attend 
for free. If you are able to volunteer, 

please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin (svoegtlin@stmga.org). 
 

“THANK YOU” FROM THE JERUSALEM HOUSE  
“A special thanks to the St.Thomas More Catholic Church  
family for their many years of holiday support and love 
shown to the mothers, grandmothers, and children at the 
Family Program. Their "Carols and Cocoa" social put smiles 
on many faces, along with their generous donation of gifts!”   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY LENTEN FISH FRIES RETURN 
The STM Knights of Columbus will host fish fries during Lent 
beginning on March 4. Stay tuned for more details in the 
coming weeks.  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  
The Grief Support group meets the first Saturday of each 
month from 6:30-8:00pm in the St. Julie Room. The group is 
facilitated by Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a parishioner and a 
professional counselor/therapist with a specialty in  
individual and couples therapy.  

NEW PARISHIONER WELCOME MASS & RECEPTION 

Saturday, February 26th, 2022 
Mass will be at 5:30pm, followed by a meet & greet  
reception in Mulhern Hall and the courtyard. 
 

All parishioners who joined our parish since March 2020 
are invited to a New Parishioner Welcome Mass on Sat., 
Feb. 26th at 5:30pm followed by a meet & greet reception 
in Mulhern Hall and the courtyard. Our clergy, staff and 
ministry representatives are looking forward to welcoming 
you in person and answering any questions. Connect with 
other parishioners and learn about your new parish home 
and ways you can get involved. 
 

Please RSVP with the number of people attending so we 
can have an accurate count for food and drink. We look 
forward to meeting you! www.stmgaparish.org/welcome 

http://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:svoegtlin@stmga.org


FAITH IN ACTION    

 
COMMUNITY NEWS        
DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA VIRTUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT 
Saturday, February 19, 2022 from 1:00pm to 2:30pm 
Join the Daughters of Isabella, St. Margaret Mary Circle #1445, for a virtual Zoom women ’s retreat. The Daughters of  
Isabella celebrates its 125th anniversary by reflecting on finding God in all things. The speaker will be Sarah Otto of  
Ignatius House. Donations are welcome. Register today: https://bit.ly/3JdFupO and receive a complimentary gift. 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST  
All women are invited to the Magnificat Prayer Breakfast on Sat., March 5, 2022, from 9:30am to 12:00pm at Holy 
Cross Church, 3773 Chamblee Tucker Road, Atlanta. Guest speaker will be Tracy Sands, of Holy Trinity Church, 
Peachtree City. Reservations, required in advance, are $20. Register online at https://tinyurl.com/22Mar05Br or 
send check, payable to Magnificat Joyful Visitation, to: Debbie DuPont, 315 Rose Court, SW, Lilburn, GA 30047. 
Deadline is Feb. 24. Check in at the door. Masks are strongly recommended for all and required for the  
unvaccinated. Contact Debbie DuPont at 770-696-6216. 

UPCOMING AQUINAS CENTER PROGRAMS FOR THE SPRING 
Major Catholic Speaker webinar with Shannen Dee Williams. Tues, Mar 15, 7:30pm. Lecture Title: America’s Real Sister 
Act: Why the Stories of U.S. Black Catholic Nuns Matter. Registration link: https://bit.ly/aquinas_mcs2022 
 

Catherine of Siena lecture with Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF. Thurs, Apr 21, 7:30pm.  Lecture Title: Seeking Wholeness in an Age of 
Fragments. Registration Link: https://bit.ly/aquinas_catherinesiena2022 

THE WAY FOR WOMEN: A HEALING RETREAT FOR FEMALE SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 
The Way for Women is a three-day retreat for adult female survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta ’s  
Victim Assistance Program March 25-27 at Carmel Retreat Center in Hoschton, Georgia. COVID-19 safety protocols will 
be followed. Registration deadline is March 17. Please contact Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for 
more information.  
 

CREATION CARE CORNER  
Weekly Stewardship Recommendation:  
 
Love your LOCAL and WORLD communities at the same 
time.  
 
SustainAble Home Goods works towards the  
empowerment of producers in developing countries, 
while also seeking to protect our planet and give the 
consumer a superior product.  You are no longer just 
buying a candle; you are celebrating the life of a  
resettled refugee. You are no longer just buying a new 
rug; you are empowering a woman to live a full life. It 
all STARTS WITH YOU! The more you choose to  
purchase goods that are made in a safe and dignified 
manner, the more companies will adapt to meet the 
demand of the consumer! We have the power and  
ability to change consumerism for the GOOD of ALL!   
  
For more information, go to https://bit.ly/34ynCa6 
 

Join the 21 Day Racial Equity Challenge from Ignatian Solidarity 
Network. The challenge can be done at any time and  
participation is via email. stmgaparish.org/isn 
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