
 

SAINT THOMAS MORE 
CHURCH & SCHOOL 

636 W Ponce de Leon Ave 
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951  

www.stmgaparish.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE 

Phone: 404-378-4588 
Fax: 404-378-0506 

Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org  
Mon. - Fri.  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM 

 

SCHOOL   
404-373-8456 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBER 
678-337-8910 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES 
SATURDAY  

5:30 PM (Vigil) 
SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  

10:15 AM*  
*(outdoor, if above  

40° and no rain)  
11:30 AM 
5:30 PM 

MON—FRI 
12:15 PM 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM  

or by appointment 
 

NURSERY  
Due to COVID-19, the  

nursery will be closed until  
further notice.  

 

CHAPEL 
Open weekdays during parish 

office hours. 

         February 27, 2022—8th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.      

Report suspected abuse by 
Church employees and  

volunteers to the 
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse 

Reporting Hotline: 
1-888-437-0764 

 A Ministry of the Jesuits 

 

SYNOD LISTENING SESSIONS  

Sign up for one of the last two listening sessions! stmgaparish.org/synod/
Teens & Young Adults—Thurs., March 3 & 10 from 7:00-8:15pm on Zoom 
All parishioners—Sat., March 19 from 2:00-4:30pm at STM 

Wed., March 2nd 

 
7:00 am Liturgy of 
the Word 
 
12:15 pm Mass 
 
5:30 pm Mass 
 
7:00 pm Mass 

Saturday, March 5 at 7:30pm at STM 

Fridays during Lent 
Stations of the Cross 
6:00pm—Church 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Lenten Fish Fry 
6:30pm—Mulhern 



PRAYER REQUESTS STAFF 

Mon., Feb. 28   Synod Listening Session—1:00pm to 3:30pm—Zoom 
    Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library 
    Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 
 

Tues., March 1   Rosary Group—8:30am to 9:00am—Church 
  

Wed., March 2   Ash Wednesday Masses 7:00am (Liturgy of the Word), 12:15pm, 5:30pm, 7:00pm 
 

Thurs., March 3   Ignatian Foundations Course—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom 
    Synod Listening Session Part 1 (Young Adults Only) - 7:00pm to 8:30 pm—Zoom 
 
Fri., March 4   Stations of the Cross—6:00pm to 6:30pm—Church 
    Knights of Columbus Fish Fry—6:30pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall 

Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor 
rhussey@stmga.org  
 
Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar 
khughes@stmga.org  
 
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School 
sbland@stmga.org 
 
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator  
dpichanick@stmga.org 
 
Carol Palmer, Business Manager 
cpalmer@stmga.org 
 
Joe Messina, Director of Worship 
jmessina@stmga.org 
 
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation 
aotto@stmga.org 
 
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation 
svoegtlin@stmga.org  
 
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant  
sassefa@stmga.org  
 
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds 
thines@stmga.org 
 
Shelly Stafford, Communications 
news@stmga.org 
 
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators 
rcia@stmga.org 
 
For general inquiries email,  
parishoffice@stmga.org  

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters  
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,  
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to  
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.  

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will  
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead 
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite  parishioners 
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones. 
 
Monday, Feb 28  Alfred & Sadie Shikany † 

  Ritter Kilcrease † 
   Joy Hammond † 
Friday, March 4   Andrew French † 
 

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to  
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick 
or dead, contact the parish office at  404-378-4588.  We will 
not accept any gift in return for  the presider's praying for 
someone at Mass.  In order to add a name to these lists, you 
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate  
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express 
permission of the one to be remembered. 
 
Pray for those who are sick: 
Patricia Burkes, Christina Allen, John Foley, Dani Reich,  
Carol Bayruns, Alexander Whan, William Monahan,  
Edward Dieser Jr., John Boyle, David Moss 
 
Welcome New Parishioners: 
Hang Nguyen and Quang Huynh 
Nicolette Gertz 
Marilyn Cox 

 
 Pope Francis’ March Prayer Intention 

Religious Sisters & Consecrated Women 
We pray for religious sisters and  
consecrated women; thanking them for 
their mission and their courage; may 
they continue to find new responses to 
the challenges of our times.  

mailto:parishoffice@stmga.org
mailto:parishcouncil@stmga.org


 STM YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

We’re three-quarters of the way 
through our children’s faith  
formation programming here at 
St. Thomas More and have only 
a handful of gatherings remain-
ing. Registration for SPARK, for 
children in grades Pre-K through 
5th Grade, and IGNITE, for Middle 
School and High School kids (6th 
Grade through 12th Grade), will 
open in March and remain open 
throughout the 2022-2023  
academic year.  

 
If you have school-aged children, we invite you to enroll 
them in our programming, which is unlike any other in the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta in substance, content, and scope. 
 
Our faith formation message for children and teens is  
simple: God loves you and wants to be in relationship with 
you. Sacraments are real, tangible encounters with Jesus. 
And this is Jesus’ Church, and we share the responsibility of 
evangelizing each other. 
 
Evangelization is a loaded term. It’s often used to describe 
an activity that differs wildly in both style and substance. For 
clarity, let’s agree that we evangelize each other when we 
share our faith. This doesn’t mean that we preach or  
proselytize to each other.  
 
This means, for example, that we talk to each other about 
where we find God. This means that we talk to our spouse 
or child/ren about our prayer life, our prayer practices, and 
our way of making a seemingly banal activity like exercising, 
or doing the dishes, or helping our kid/s with their  
homework— prayerful. This means that we serve on a  
parish committee, or as a catechist, or volunteer to help 
manage sacrament logistics because these are ways for  
us to share God’s love with each other. 
 
This means, too, that we share the responsibility. We work 
together. And we must do this and do this effectively if we 
hope to listen, collectively, to how God speaks through all of 
us: child, teen, and adult. In many ways, our vision is to work 
collaboratively towards a “Whole Family Catechesis.”  
 
I mention all of this as we are in a watershed moment for 
our children’s faith formation programming. “Religious  
Education” is now SPARK (PK-5th Grade) and operates as a 
cooperative—a collaboration between families and  
catechists sharing the Gospel message and Bible story with 
children—and each other. Gatherings are oriented around 
one of the lectionary texts and adults and children are in 
dialogue with each other about the texts. We supplement 
these conversations with creative, social, and physical  
activities, meaning, SPARK is “multi-modal” or communicates 
meaning through several different modes. When children 
are not gathering in-person with catechists and other  
parent volunteers, we invite parents to continue the  
dialogue at home through a shared lesson plan. IGNITE (6th
-12th Grade), formerly STM Youth, operates in similar  
fashion.  
 
 
 

These programs, especially 
SPARK, are modified in ways that 
benefit from each family function-
ing as its own church: sharing and 
strengthening one another in 
faith, praying for (and with) each 
other, and collaborating in works of charity. 
 
We do well to reimagine catechesis not as facts we’re  
required to memorize, but rather as an understanding of 
Scripture and doctrine within the context of our lives of 
faith and our relationship with Jesus. When we fail to  
connect the two, catechesis is trivialized—it’s simply a box 
we check while preparing for Eucharist or Confirmation.  
 
Catechesis in the context of our lived faith doesn’t have a 
timeline. It isn’t a regimen of classes or mandatory  
meetings. It’s not something we endure in order to receive 
a sacrament, and then suddenly vanishes, consumed by the 
rhythm of school or work. We’re tasked with developing  
lifelong disciples, not intermittent (and occasionally reluc-
tant) students. 
 
The parental role here is significant. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church thinks so, too. Its sections on, “The duties 
of parents,” are quite prescient (CCC 2221-2231). The  
Catechism primarily tasks parents with sharing the Gospel 
with their children, and communicating the faith to, and 
with, them. This is more experiential than catechetical:  
parents and their children co-create a home where, 
“tenderness, forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and service are 
the rule” (CCC 2223). These activities are woven into every 
interaction, and are by their very nature evangelical. 
 
You may be thinking, “When do I receive formation? This 
seems primarily concerned with little children, with teens.” 
Our response may surprise you: You are evangelized within 
the rhythms of these [youth] programs, as an active  
participant (catechist, parent small group leader/room 
parent/administrative assistant, youth “core” member) and/
or as an engaged parent in the faith life of your child.  
Catechesis without evangelization is empty; we cannot  
expect our instruction to be meaningful if we refuse to 
share our experiences—both good and bad! 
 
How does this work? Much like one’s faith, this is relation-
ship dependent. For these programs to grow, we invite you 
to walk alongside us. We’ve dedicated much of our work to 
integrating the Church’s sacramental life into the often 
messy shape of everyday life. We ask you to give this a shot, 
for you to reflect on this. How do you want to grow your 
faith? How would this look in the context of one of the 
aforementioned programs? And how would this transform 
your family dynamic? We believe these changes will radically 
transform the face of faith formation, if not the parish  
culture, at St. Thomas More. So, let’s hear Jesus when he 
demands that we bring children to him. Let’s hear Jesus, 
too, when he demands that we also become as children; for 
only then do we begin to build the Kingdom.  
 
Registration for both SPARK and IGNITE opens in March. If you 
are interested in serving as a SPARK catechist, or IGNITE “core” 
volunteer, please contact Stewart Voegtlin 
(svoegtlin@stmga.org).  
 

mailto:svoegtlin@stmga.org


RECONCILIATION 
Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment. 
 

RCIA 
RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation — 
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll 
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person  
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray  
together and have honest conversation about what it 
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's 
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our  
program even if you don't think you want to become a 
Catholic or if you're not sure.  
 
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings 
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at 
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.  
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in 
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to 
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm 
and in need of the community’s prayers and support. 
The anointing can be given multiple times.  
 

BAPTISM  
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism.  Links to 
the registration form and the safety protocols are  
available under Baptisms on the website.  
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,  

AND CONFIRMATION  
If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of  
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be  
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588. 
 

MATRIMONY 
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, 
or 404-378-4588.  Note: Persons desiring to be married 
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a 
marriage preparation program. For more information on 
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and 
click on “Worship and Sacraments.” 
 

FUNERALS 
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish 
and ask to speak with the priest on duty.  He will attend 
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with 
funeral planning. 
 

CHAPEL  
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available 
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is 
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.  

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 PARISH FINANCES 

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry. 
There are several ways to contribute.  
 
* Sign up for online giving.  Make recurring contributions or 
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/ 
 

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.  
 

* Mail your offering:  
 St. Thomas More Church 
 636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.  
 Decatur GA 30030-2951  
 

* Donate via PayPal online on our website 
or by scanning this QR code. 

SECOND COLLECTIONS 

March 6—Black and Indian Missions 
March 13—Easter Flowers 
March 20—STM St. Vincent de Paul 

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM 

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

Each year our Archdiocese asks us to prayerfully consider giving 
a gift to the Archdiocese Annual Appeal. Archbishop Hartmayer 
chose this year’s theme to “invite you to make a spiritual  
resolution to seek this transformation in your life through a  
renewed understanding of and devotion to Christ’s real  
Presence in the Eucharist.”  
 
The 2022 Appeal goal for St. Thomas More is 
$154,900.  The generosity of many parishioners 
will help us reach that goal.  
 
Donate online at: donate.archatl.com. Please 
make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic 
Church in the designation box. Find us under  
“AAA-Saint Thomas More”  
 
Your gift impacts more than 1,000,000 Catholics 
 
93 parishes, 10 missions and 5 pastoral centers enriching 
over 1,190,000 Catholics, 7,715 students are being served in 
our 15 archdiocesan elementary schools, 3 archdiocesan high 
schools and  6 independent Catholic schools. There are 52,146  
students in parish religious education programs. 9 college  
campus ministries for outreach and evangelization to more 
than 7 million people in north and central Georgia.  
 
Evangelization to more than 7 million people in north and  
central Georgia. 

http://www.stmga.org


 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

MAJOR SPEAKER EVENT 

Saturday, March 5 at 7:30pm 
Journalist Michael O’Loughlin will speak 
about his new book, Hidden Mercy: AIDS, 
Catholics, and the Untold Stories of  
Compassion in the Face of Fear, at STM.  
The event will be in person and 
livestreamed. RSVP at bit.ly/hiddenmercy 
 

A LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION 

March 30, 7pm, Chapel | RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith 
We tend to think of Lent as an extraordinary season of penance,  
prayer, and fasting. Yet these things, which are meant to connect us 
more intentionally with the divine, are our ordinary call. Spend an  
evening prayerfully reflecting on how Lent is really an “ordinary time” for 
Christians.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT 

Tuesdays, April 12 - May 3, 7:30-9pm | Register: bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage  
Join us for a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow  
the movements of Ignatius’ 4 weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted 
for relationships. Couples will be given tools from Ignatian spirituality 
such as the rules for the discernment of spirits, relationship Examen,  
imaginative prayer exercises, and reflection activities to grow closer to 
God and one another. Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60 
years, there’s always more to explore in the great mystery of God (and 
love!). $50 fee per couple.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

VISIO DIVINA: CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS 

Wednesday, April 13, 7:30pm | Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith   
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Church’s most 
effective evangelists by decontextualizing iconography and subverting 
her carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio’s Jesus  
is fleshy, worldly—given and available to any onlooker. This was  
painter as evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes  
rather than the ears, and encouraging encounter. We will explore  
several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and how they invite us to 
evaluate our understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus.  

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  
Mondays—7 to 8:30pm—Mulhern & Zoom 
Our book this session will be “Ascending with 
Ignatius: A 30-Day At Home Retreat” 
(which we will make a 10-week retreat!).  
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org  
 

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK 
Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom 
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library 
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s  
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com  
for the Zoom link. 
 

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP 
1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am, 

Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am-
9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email 
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com)  
All are invited to the weekly rosary group.  
 

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE 
Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom 
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture 
reading from a historical and theological  
perspective. Email Louanne at 
bachner@juno.com to join. 
 

CENTERING PRAYER  
Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom 
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join. 

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM 

IGNATIUS HOUSE 

STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith  

ASH WEDNESDAY: DAY OF REFLECTION 

March 2 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  
Attend a Day of Reflection on Ash Wednesday 
that includes insightful contemplations,  
silence, and Mass with distribution of ashes.  
 

3-NIGHT LENTEN RETREAT 

March 3-6 
Rest and renew heart, mind, and soul on a 
weekend retreat at Ignatius House.   
 

2-NIGHT WOMEN’S RETREAT 

March 18-20 
Service or Prayer, a Dilemma for 21st Century 
Women 
 

2-NIGHT IGNATIAN RETREAT 

April 8-10 
Palm Sunday Ignatian Retreat   
 

TRIDUUM RETREAT 

April 14-17 
Holy Thursday to Easter Sunday 
 

Register at ignatiushouse.org/registration 

https://stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
mailto:jpendrick1@yahoo.com
mailto:bachner@juno.com
mailto:mccolman@anamchara.com
https://www.ignatiushouse.org/registration/ash-wednesday-day-of-reflection-march2022/


 

PARISH NEWS        

SCHOOL NEWS        
CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY  

In addition to the excellent  
academics at STM, our students 
learn to seek and love God  
present in all people and things. 
During February, which is Black 
History Month, we saw God in and 
celebrated the contributions and  
accomplishments of Black  

Americans from the past and present. The joy evident in our 
first Black History Month mass was a springboard for the 
events and activities for the rest of the month.  The reverent 
mass was organized and led by our BHM Student  
Committee, and the artwork displayed was created by our 
very talented middle school students. Our Lady of Lourdes’ 
Fr. Jeffery Ott presided, and their parish choir and musicians 
provided the uplifting music. Mystery readers (friends and 
family of STM students) came to school and read literature 
about Black Americans or written by black authors to our 
primary classes. Our Black History Month Committee,  
comprised of both parents and staff, invited local Black 
American guests to share their experiences, stories, and 
talents with STM students. Room parents adorned the  
classroom doors with BHM facts, history, thoughts, and  
inspirations to create a walking gallery through our halls. 
Our middle school students shared presentations they’d 
created about HBCUs every morning in February through 
our TNN (Tiger News Network) live broadcast. With the di-
rection of our STEAM teacher, Mr. Hicks, they enriched their 
presentations using the latest in presentation software. 
These and many other activities engaged our students,  
parents, staff, and the entire community during our  
celebration of Black History Month.   

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL  

PROGRESS 

We are excited STM’s 8th graders were selected to  
participate in NAEP, a.k.a. The Nation’s Report Card, which is 
the largest nationally representative and continuing  
assessment of what America’s students know and can do in 
various subject areas. Our selection for the NAEP (National 
Assessment of Educational Progress) allows our school to 
represent other private schools across the nation and will 
help to inform decisions about the U.S. education system. 
Learn more about this national assessment at  
nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/. 
 

 
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.  

INSTRUMENTAL MUSICIANS NEEDED! 
St Thomas More will have a Lenten Taize service on Wed., 
March 8 at 7pm. If you are an instrumentalist or a singer 
who would like to join a couple of guitarists to support the 
prayer, please email Lisa Persons at lisapersons@mac.com. 
Guitarists, woodwinds, singers—if you enjoy contemplative 
chant and would like to join, all are welcome. 
 

CANCER SEWING GROUP 
The Cancer Sewing group will meet Thursday March 3rd in 
the Julie Room from 9:00am-12:00pm. All are welcome. No 
sewing skills required. Come hobnob with a great group of 
women and do some good for Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Cancer Home in downtown Atlanta.  
 

THANK YOU FROM THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
Through your gracious support of Fish Fries, Cornhole  
Tournament, Monastery baked goods and more, we have 
been able to donate $5,700 to the following charities: 
STM AIDS & HIV Ministry, Lyke House, Saint Vincent DePaul, 
Reins of Hop, Frontline, Aid to the Church in Need,  
Birthright and St. Thomas Mores School. 
 

Thank you again and we look forward to serving the parish 
in the new year! 

BLOOD DRIVE AT STM 
STM will host a blood drive on Sun., March 6th 
from 8:00am to 1:00pm in the gym. To schedule 
an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org. 
 

We need volunteers to help with registration. Contact 
dpichanick@stmga.org if you can help. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL RETURNS! 
We look forward to offering VBS (PK-3rd) at STM 
this summer from June 6 to June 10, but we need 
your help! The number of children we’re able to 
host depends on the number of cleared, VIRTUS 
trained adults who volunteer. The theme this 
year is Laudato si': Care for Our Common Home!  
 

The children of volunteers will attend for free. If you are 
able to volunteer, please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin 
(svoegtlin@stmga.org). 
 

TAI CHI BASED WELLNESS CLASSES AT STM  
STM parish is looking to add a second Tai Chi based  
wellness class in Mulhern Hall on Wed. evenings at 6:15-
7:15pm in addition to the class on Sat. mornings at 7:45-
8:45am! 

http://www.stmga.org/news/
mailto:svoegtlin@stmga.org


FAITH IN ACTION    

 
COMMUNITY NEWS        
40 DAYS FOR LIFE SPRING CAMPAIGN  
40 Days for Life is holding a public prayer vigil March 2–April 10, 6:00am-10:00pm each day, on the public right-of-way 
outside Feminist Women's Health Center, 1924 Cliff Valley Way, Atlanta. You can also sign up to pray from home.  Visit  
40daysforlife.com/en/atlanta for more information. Contact: email Atlanta40days@gmail.com for more information 
 

MAGNIFICAT PRAYER BREAKFAST  
Sat., March 5, 9:30 am to 12:00 pm at Holy Cross Church. All women are invited! Guest speaker will be Tracy Sands, of 
Holy Trinity Church, Peachtree City. Reservations, required in advance, are $20. Register online at  
https://tinyurl. com/22Mar05Br. Check in at the door. Masks are strongly recommended for all and required for the  
unvaccinated. Contact Debbie DuPont at 770-696- 6216.  
 

UPCOMING AQUINAS CENTER PROGRAMS FOR THE SPRING 
Major Catholic Speaker webinar with Shannen Dee Williams. Tues, Mar 15, 7:30pm. Lecture Title: America’s Real Sister 
Act: Why the Stories of U.S. Black Catholic Nuns Matter. Registration link: https://bit.ly/aquinas_mcs2022 
 

In this talk, Dr. Shannen Dee Williams will share insights from her forthcoming book, Subversive Habits: Black Catholic 
Nuns in the Long African American Freedom Struggle (Duke University Press, May 2022). Specifically, Williams will  
consider how master narratives of women’s religious life and Catholic participation in the Black freedom struggle  
fundamentally change when the lives and experiences of African American nuns are taken seriously.  
 

Catherine of Siena lecture with Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF. Thurs, Apr 21, 7:30pm.  Lecture Title: Seeking Wholeness in an Age of 
Fragments. Registration Link: https://bit.ly/aquinas_catherinesiena2022 
 

This talk will focus on wholeness in nature, the rise of the individual and the disconnections that have ensued.  Ilia will 
examine the emergence of computer technology and the impulse to move beyond the autonomous individual; and will 
explore the need to connect head and heart, the inner universe and the outer universe, and hence the need for a new 
religious spirit.  

THE WAY FOR WOMEN: A HEALING RETREAT FOR FEMALE SURVIVORS OF ABUSE 
The Way for Women is a three-day retreat for adult female survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of Atlanta ’s  
Victim Assistance Program March 25-27 at Carmel Retreat Center in Hoschton, Georgia. COVID-19 safety protocols will 
be followed. Registration deadline is March 17. Please contact Sue Stubbs at 404-920-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com.  
 
 

CREATION CARE CORNER  
Weekly Stewardship Recommendation:  
LOVE the outdoors  
For a variety of reasons, we are spending less and less 
time outdoors, and it’s taking a toll on our health and 
well-being. Research has shown that adults and children 
do better physically and emotionally when they are in 
green spaces, benefiting from the positive feelings, 
stress reduction, and attention restoration nature  
engenders.  For more information about nature deficit 
disorder, go to this website. https://bit.ly/3sUGAjE 

Join the 21 Day Racial Equity Challenge from Ignatian Solidarity 
Network. The challenge can be done at any time and  
participation is via email. stmgaparish.org/isn 
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