A Ministry of the Jesuits

March 6, 2022—1st Sunday in Lent
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM

CHANGE OUR HEARTS

SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

2022 Lent Schedule
March 10, Thursday
Taizé Service
7:00 pm
March 30, Wednesday
The Ordinariness of Lent:
A Lenten Evening of Reflection
7:00 pm – Chapel
(See page 5 for details)

April 10, Sunday
Palm Sunday

All Fridays of Lent
6:00 pm – Stations of the Cross
6:30 pm – Knights of Columbus
Fish Fry (Mulhern Hall)

April 6, Wednesday
Lenten Reconciliation Service
7:00 pm
Pope Francis will preside over a
special Mass on March 12 to mark
the 400th anniversary of the
canonizations of St. Ignatius Loyola &
St. Francis Xavier. The anniversary
Mass will be celebrated at the Church
of the Gesù in Rome and will be
livestreamed at 11am (EST).
To mark the
canonization, we
will serve coffee
& donuts after
the 9:00am &
10:15am Masses
on Sun., Mar 13!

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Tues., March 8

Jim Refi †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Bea Runnion, Christina Allen, John Foley, Dani Reich,
Carol Bayruns, Alexander Whan, William Monahan,
Edward Dieser Jr., John Boyle, David Moss
Pray for those who have died:
Mary Ann Harold
Gene Stelten, father of parishioner Will Stelten and his family,
wife Erica, sons Vander, Drew, and Cade
Pray for those recently baptized:
August Chloe Woods, John David Proctor, Alina Jacqueline
Robbins, Robert Horvath, Emmett Horvath, Sydney Horvath
Welcome new parishioners:
Matthew and Carin Molchan
Felipe Giuste

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
For general inquiries email—parishoffice@stmga.org
Pope Francis’ March Prayer Intention
For a Christian response to bioethical
challenges
We pray for Christians facing new
bioethical challenges; may they
continue to defend the dignity of all
human life with prayer and action.

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Mar. 7

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library
Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall

Tues., Mar. 8

Rosary Group—8:30am to 9:00am—Zoom
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:00pm—Zoom

Wed., Mar. 9

Tai Chi—6:00pm to 7:30pm—Mulhern Hall
Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom

Thurs., Mar. 10

Synod Listening Session Part 2 (Young Adults Only) - 7:00pm to 8:30 pm—Zoom
Taizé Service—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Church
Ignatian Foundations Course—7:30pm to 9:00pm—Zoom

LEARN MORE ABOUT IGNITE
IGNITE, St. Thomas More’s faith formation program for grades
6-12 is grounded in small group conversations about the Bible
story and Gospel message. IGNITE meets for an hour twice a
month, and participates in a service project every other month.
IGNITE registration opens in March and remains open
throughout the year. We invite you to read on as longtime STM
parishioners and IGNITE small group leaders, Melanie Leeth
and Jessica Prince, share their experience of ministering to our
parish’s adolescents and teens.

to God or most alone. We assure them that their
relationship with God is uniquely their own and so too
will be their journey of faith.

At this stage of life, teens question everything and search
for easy answers. We truly enjoy listening to them, and at
times are surprised by their openness and honesty about
their concerns, hopes, challenges, and their faith (or lack of
it). Sometimes our discussions only create more questions,
and that makes our time even livelier, especially as we do
We enjoy being with STM’s young people of any age but find not claim to have all the answers. We, like them, are
our time with STM’s high-school-aged IGNITE students
students – continually learning as we work to strengthen
especially rewarding. Most teens that participate in IGNITE
our own relationship with God. This brings us joy!
have participated in traditional catechism through STM’s
Other times our gatherings might center around a service
Religious Education or through parochial school. Some
project. For example, earlier this month we spent a few
students we remember as adolescents from past days
hours on a Saturday morning sorting items for the
teaching STM School of Religion classes or STM’s former
Decatur-Area Emergency Assistance Ministry (DEAM) while
Middle School Edge program. It is beautiful to watch them
listening to music (and, yes, laughing). Working together on
grow not only physically, but spiritually. Many of the teens
a common project is a fun and fulfilling way to build
are preparing for Confirmation, others have been
Confirmed; wherever they are on their sacramental journey, relationships with each other, while also doing good
works that help others. It does our hearts good to not
our time together at IGNITE is not about being “schooled,”
only hear our youth voice their concerns for others or the
but rather a time for them to strengthen their relationship
environment, but to also see them putting their words into
with God, as well as create relationships within our STM
action, bonding with each other, and being living examples
community.
of the risen Christ.
As with any relationship, for it to deepen, it takes not only a
We are there to remind our teens that God loves them, and
commitment of time, but also the desire and an openness
to having that relationship. Stewart Voegtlin, whose spiritual wants to be in a relationship with them. We see how busy
our teens' lives are, full of distractions and white noise.
leadership and sharp wit sets the tone, does the heavy
Their time with us hopefully IGNITEs the desire within them
lifting of thoughtfully planning our meetings to make our
to see God and hear God’s voice, more often and more
limited time together fun, easy-going, and worthwhile.
clearly. Often, we leave our IGNITE meetings having
Students “come as they are” and there is no judgment
(except for the occasional ribbing); it helps to have a sense received more than we “gave” having felt God’s presence
and heard God’s voice through our teens. We welcome you
of humor as no meeting goes without a healthy dose of
or your children to participate in STM’s faith formation
laughter!
programming for children and find its reward. Peace.
Consistently attending our gatherings is the biggest hurdle
for the teens, especially as they become increasingly busier (Melanie Leeth and Jessica Prince are adult IGNITE small group
throughout their high school years. When they are with us, leaders. IGNITE is for grades 6-12. IGNITE registration opens in
we encourage them to be authentic and always
March. For more information contact Stewart Voegtlin at
communicate how they really feel and think instead of just
svoegtlin@stmga.org.)
repeating what they heard in Religious Education or what
they think we want to hear. We try to create an atmosphere
(even when forced to meet via Zoom) of a “safe space”
where they can reflect, speak from their heart, and know
they are accepted.
Our usual gatherings are more conversational than
structured lessons, and the dialogue typically centers
around a Scripture reading (often a current reading from
Sunday Mass) and its message. We reflect on the Scripture
and share with each other how its message might apply to
their lives. Do they relate to it? Can they imagine a way to
integrate the message into their life that would make them
feel closer to God? We prefer for the teens to do the talking,
but there are times, especially when we break into small
groups, that we share our stories, like when we felt closest

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3
WAYS TO GIVE TO STM
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.
* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951
* Donate via PayPal online on our website
or by scanning this QR code.

SECOND COLLECTIONS

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
March 20—STM St. Vincent de Paul
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to March 27—Catholic Relief Services
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
April 3—STM St. Vincent de Paul
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the
2022 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We will have
MATRIMONY
more information by early April on where we stand
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, meeting our goal of $154,900. It is not too late to
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married make a pledge or donation; simply complete a
pledge card located on the information table in the
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on Narthex, or online at donate.archatl.com.
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and
Please make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”
the designation box. Find us under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is a major source of funding
for all the work of the Archdiocese of Atlanta, including many
vital ministries, outreach, education and formation programs.
Your gift impacts more than 1,000,000 Catholics
93 parishes, 10 missions and 5 pastoral centers enriching
over 1,190,000 Catholics, 7,715 students are being served in
our 15 archdiocesan elementary schools, 3 archdiocesan high
schools and 6 independent Catholic schools. There are 52,146
students in parish religious education programs. 9 college
campus ministries for outreach and evangelization to more
than 7 million people in north and central Georgia.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

A LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

March 30, 7pm, Chapel | RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
We tend to think of Lent as an extraordinary season of penance, prayer,
and fasting. Yet these things, which are meant to connect us more
intentionally with the divine, are our ordinary call. Spend an evening
prayerfully reflecting on how Lent is really an “ordinary time” for
Christians.

Mondays—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall
and Zoom
Our book this session will be “Ascending with
Ignatius: A 30-Day At Home Retreat”
(which we will make a 10-week retreat!).
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP
1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am,
Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com)
All are invited to the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE
MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT
Tuesdays, April 12 - May 3, 7:30-9pm | Register: bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage
Join us for a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow
the movements of Ignatius’ 4 weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted
for relationships. Couples will be given tools from Ignatian spirituality
such as the rules for the discernment of spirits, relationship Examen,
imaginative prayer exercises, and reflection activities to grow closer to
God and one another. Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60
years, there’s always more to explore in the great mystery of God (and
love!). $50 fee per couple.

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email Louanne at
bachner@juno.com to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
2-NIGHT WOMEN’S RETREAT
March 18-20
Service or Prayer, a Dilemma for 21st Century
Women

ALMOST HOME: ART, STORIES &
CREATIVE PRAYER

VISIO DIVINA: CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS
Wednesday, April 13, 7:30pm | Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Church’s most
effective evangelists by decontextualizing iconography and subverting
her carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio’s Jesus
is fleshy, worldly—given and available to any onlooker. This was
painter as evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes
rather than the ears, and encouraging encounter. We will explore
several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and how they invite us to
evaluate our understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus.

April 1-3, 2022
Join artist and storyteller Brother Mickey
McGrath, OSFS, for a weekend retreat
designed to restore your hope through the
healing power of beauty.

2-NIGHT IGNATIAN RETREAT
April 8-10
Palm Sunday Ignatian Retreat

3-NIGHT TRIDUUM RETREAT
April 14-17
Holy Thursday to Easter Sunday
Register at ignatiushouse.org/registration

PARISH NEWS
LENTEN TAIZÉ SERVICE

St Thomas More will have a Lenten Taizé
service on Thurs., Mar. 10 at 7:00pm. If
you are an instrumentalist or pianist
who would like to join a couple of
guitarists to support the prayer, email
Lisa Persons lisapersons@mac.com. We
welcome any help—greeters, singers,
instrumentalists, readers. We are hoping
to put together a team of people who would like to help
organize and support future ecumenical Taizé prayers at St
Thomas More that connect with others who pray with Taizé
music around the city. All are welcome!

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP

DONATION TO SUPPORT UKRAINE

From its Emergency Relief Fund, the parish has made a
donation to Catholic Relief Service. CRS and Caritas partners
on the ground are preparing across Ukraine and in
bordering countries, ready to provide safe shelter, hot
meals, hygiene supplies, fuel to keep warm, transport to
safe areas, counseling support and more. Donations are
being accepted at support.crs.org/donate/donate-ukraine.

WHAT’S NEW AROUND THE PARISH
Touchless holy water dispensers
are now available as you enter the
church.

Are you a parent of younger children? Meet other families
on the second Sunday of each month at the church
playground after the 10:15am Mass. Stay connected by
joining our email group: bit.ly/STMparents

FRIDAY LENTEN FISH FRIES ARE BACK

Share food and fellowship in Mulhern Hall at 6:30pm at the
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry. All proceeds will support
Knights of Columbus Charites. We look forward to seeing
you each week!

FINAL SYNOD LISTENING SESSION

The icons in our narthex and
chapel have recently been
restored. We are grateful to
parishioner and artist Jennifer
Cawley for this beautiful work.

Sign up today for the final listening session at STM.
stmgaparish.org/synod/ Contact Listening@stmga.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
the church office, they’ll make sure it gets to us, or you can
We are excited to provide support drop it by or mail it to the school office: Saint Thomas More
Catholic School, 630 W. Ponce de Leon Ave, Decatur, GA
to The Good Shepherd School in
30030. Thank you so much! A perfect way to head into the
Port-au-Prince, Haiti through our
th
9 Annual Empty Bowls Project! For season of Lent!
the past two months, our students
have created decorative clay bowls “SHARK TANK” FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL!
Last quarter, our middle school
with a Haitian-inspired design as
students, a.k.a. “Ignatian Inventors”,
they have been learning about
participated in their very own
hunger around the world. Our
“Shark Tank”, a project-based
school focuses on Haiti and the
learning unit in STREAM and Art!
bridge of love we are building to help alleviate hunger for
Collaborating in groups, they
children there. The proceeds raised will be donated to The
engineered a project or service to
Good Shepherd School to help them with their lunch
solve a problem or address a need,
program.
all while learning the Design
While we haven’t been able to gather to have a special
Thinking Process and aligning their
Empty Bowls dinner with our STM family for a couple of
project with a Jesuit value. Each group delivered a 3-5
years, our commitment to The Good Shepherd School and
minute business pitch speech, a physical or digital
reaching out to Haiti as the hands of Christ remains strong. prototype of their project, and a business plan using a slide
This year, the beautiful bowls the students have created will presentation. Teachers, parents, and friends of the school
be sent home along with an invitation to share a Holy
served as “Shark Tank” judges during several days of lively
Moment with their family. This bowl will serve as a reminder group presentations of everything from apps to help you be
of all the empty bowls in our own community and around
your best self to specialized travel cups. The top 10 finalists
the world.
will pitch their business plans on our Evening of the Arts
event in April. Congratulations to all the Shark Tank groups
If you’d like to donate funds to help the students of The
on a job well done!
Good Shepherd School, please make out a check to “STM
PTO” with “Empty Bowls” in the subject line. If you leave it in For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

EMPTY BOWLS – SERVING OTHERS

FAITH IN ACTION
ANNUAL HUNGER WALK RUN
The annual Hunger Walk Run will be
held on Sun., March 6, 2022 in person
and virtually. One of the organizations
that benefits from the funds raised is
The St. Vincent de Paul Society of Georgia. If you would like to participate,
register at HungerWalkRun.org. If you
would rather not walk or run, you can sponsor STM
parishioner Sonnia Rogers who walks each year to help
end hunger in Atlanta. Just click on ‘donate’ and ‘find a
participant.’ Go Sonnia!

In the Catholic tradition, a Novena is an ancient prayer
tradition, consisting of prayer for a specific intention over the
course of nine days.
Through this Novena for Racial Justice, the Jesuit and broader
Catholic network is invited to unite in prayer for nine days,
framed in the example of Catholic saints and servants of God
who provide a witness and example for us in our work for
racial justice.

CREATION CARE CORNER

Visit: ignatiansolidarity.net/novena-for-racial-justice/
Good and gracious God, who loved us
into creation, thank you for the gift of
life and community. Thank you for the
gift of the ability to recognize injustice
and for the desire to work for racial
justice, so that all people may equally
share in that gift of life. Take, Lord, and
receive all my liberty, my memory, my
understanding, and my entire will.
Show me the parts of my heart, mind, and soul that You desire
for me to transform or strengthen to better love Your people.

Weekly Stewardship Recommendation:
LOVE God’s diverse creation
Reach out and open yourself up to diverse individuals.
It’s a great way to make new friends and open your mind
to new ideas. Learn cool things from others by talking to
them about their traditions, their culture and their
family. Discover amazing foods by dining out at one of
the many diverse restaurants in Decatur. At the same
time, you might experience their music, dance and art
expression
During the pandemic, you can experience other
countries without having to leave home. The internet
allows you to experience dance, music and art
expression of any culture around the world. Expand
your knowledge of the culture by reading books and
even learn to speak a few words in a different language.

COMMUNITY NEWS

YOUTH NEWS

L’ARCHE ATLANTA IS HIRING!

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

Join L’Arche Atlanta’s faith-based
community of people with and
without intellectual and
developmental disabilities as a
Live-In House Assistant! This is a full
-time salaried position to live and
work in the L’Arche home in
Decatur. No prior experience
working with people with disabilities
is required. House assistants build
relationships of mutual care and
support with people with disabilities (Core Members), while
providing direct care supports, such as assisting with
activities of daily living, meal preparation, transportation,
medication management, and the documentation
associated with those activities. L’Arche provides room &
board, competitive pay, health insurance, and generous
paid time off. L’Arche invites and celebrates diversity—we
welcome applicants from all backgrounds. For a full job
description & to apply, visit larcheatlanta.org/employment.

UPCOMING AQUINAS CENTER PROGRAMS

The Archdiocese of Atlanta celebrates the
Sacrament of Confirmation in the 10th
Grade. St. Thomas More Confirmation
registration for the 2022-23 year opens this
spring. Our program, which begins in
August 2022 and ends in December 2022,
consists of 10 in-person small group
conversations over five months. We meet on Wednesday
evenings in Mulhern Hall from 7PM until 8:15PM. Children
who wish to be confirmed must attend at least eight of the
10 sessions. Please submit your child’s information on the
parish website. stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/
We’ll contact you as soon as we open registration.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL RETURNS!
VBS (PK-3rd) returns this summer to STM
from June 6 to June 10, but we need your
help! The number of children we’re able to
host depends on the number of cleared,
VIRTUS trained adults who volunteer. The
theme this year is Laudato si': Care for Our
Common Home.

Major Catholic Speaker webinar with Shannen Dee Williams.
The children of volunteers will attend for free. If you are able
Tues, Mar 15, 7:30pm. Lecture Title: America’s Real Sister
to volunteer, please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin
Act: Why the Stories of U.S. Black Catholic Nuns Matter.
(svoegtlin@stmga.org).
Register: bit.ly/aquinas_mcs2022

