A Ministry of the Jesuits

March 20, 2022—3rd Sunday in Lent
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

A LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION
March 30, 7pm, Chapel
RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
See page 5 for details.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Monday, March 21
Tuesday, March 22
Friday, March 25

Donald and Ronald Moon †
Cathy Barrett
Katie Abel †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Bea Runnion, Bob & Diane Sykes, Christina Allen, John Foley ,
Carol Bayruns, Alexander Whan, William Monahan, Edward
Dieser Jr., John Boyle, David Moss
Pray for those who have died:
Anne Dunlap, STM parishioner
Teresa Reeves

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
parishoffice@stmga.org

New Parishioners:
Karen Nelms
Stephen O'Connell and Paloma Moyano
Pope Francis’ March Prayer Intention
For a Christian response to bioethical
challenges
We pray for Christians facing new
bioethical challenges; may they
continue to defend the dignity of all
human life with prayer and action.

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Mar. 21

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library
Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall
Baptism Class—7:30pm to 8:30pm—Church

Tues., Mar. 22

Rosary Group—8:30am to 9:00am—Zoom
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:00pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed., Mar. 23

Tai Chi—6:00pm to 7:30pm—Mulhern Hall
Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom

Fri., Mar. 25

Stations of the Cross—6:00pm to 6:30pm—Church
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry—6:30pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall and Courtyard

LENT REFLECTION—FOLLOWERS, NOT ADMIRERS
Followers, Not Admirers
By Søren Kierkegaard

If you have any knowledge at all of human nature, who can
doubt that Judas was an admirer of Christ! And we know
that Christ at the beginning of his work had many admirers.
From Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter and
Judas was precisely such an admirer and thus later became
from Provocations: Spiritual Writings of Søren Kierkegaard. a traitor. It is not hard to imagine that those who only
admire the truth will, when danger appears, become
traitors. The admirer is infatuated with the false security of
It is well known that Christ consistently used the expression greatness; but if there is any inconvenience or trouble, he
“follower.” He never asks for admirers, worshippers, or
pulls back. Admiring the truth, instead of following it, is just
adherents. No, he calls disciples. It is not adherents of a
as dubious a fire as the fire of erotic love, which at the turn
teaching but followers of a life Christ is looking for.
of the hand can be changed into exactly the opposite, to
hate, jealousy, and revenge.
Christ understood that being a “disciple” was in innermost
and deepest harmony with what he said about himself.
There is a story of yet another admirer—Nicodemus.
Christ claimed to be the way and the truth and the life
Despite the risk to his reputation, despite the effort on his
(Jn. 14:6). For this reason, he could never be satisfied with
part, Nicodemus was only an admirer; he never became a
adherents who accepted his teaching—especially with
follower. It is as if he might have said to Christ, “If we are
those who in their lives ignored it or let things take their
able to reach a compromise, you and I, then I will accept
usual course. His whole life on earth, from beginning to
your teaching in eternity. But here in this world, no, I canend, was destined solely to have followers and to make
not. Could you not make an exception for me? Could it not
admirers impossible.
be enough if once in a while, at great risk to myself, I come
to you during the night, but during the day (yes, I confess it,
I feel how humiliating this is for me and how disgraceful,
indeed also how very insulting it is toward you) I say ‘I do
not know you’?” See in what a web of untruth an admirer
can entangle himself!

Christ came into the world with the purpose of saving, not
instructing it. At the same time—as is implied in his saving
work—he came to be the pattern, to leave footprints for the
person who would join him, who would become a follower.
This is why Christ was born and lived and died in lowliness.
It is absolutely impossible for anyone to sneak away from
the Pattern with excuse and evasion on the basis that It,
after all, possessed earthly and worldly advantages that he
did not have. In that sense, to admire Christ is the false
invention of a later age, aided by the presumption of
“loftiness.” No, there is absolutely nothing to admire in
Jesus, unless you want to admire poverty, misery, and
contempt.
What then, is the difference between an admirer and a
follower? A follower is or strives to be what he admires. An
admirer, however, keeps himself personally detached. He
fails to see that what is admired involves a claim upon him,
and thus he fails to be or strive to be what he admires.

The admirer never makes any true sacrifices. He always
plays it safe. Though in words, phrases, songs, he is inexhaustible about how highly he prizes Christ, he renounces
nothing, will not reconstruct his life, and will not let his life
express what it is he supposedly admires. Not so for the
follower. No, no. The follower aspires with all his strength to
be what he admires. And then, remarkably enough, even
though he is living amongst a “Christian people,” he incurs
the same peril as he did when it was dangerous to openly
confess Christ. And because of the follower’s life, it will become evident who the admirers are, for the admirers will
become agitated with him. Even these words will disturb
many—but then they must likewise belong to the admirers.

This article appeared on plough.com on Febuary 20, 2017.
Plough is an award-winning international magazine of faith,
culture, and society that appears weekly online and
quarterly in print. We also publish a line of books, including
literary nonfiction and fiction, children’s books, Christian
books, and graphic novels. Founded in 1920, Plough asks
the big questions: How can we live well together, and what
gives life purpose? Join us in breaking fresh ground for a
renewed world. Visit plough.com.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3
STM PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT
FY22: July 1, 2021—
June 30, 2022

February

YTD

Offertory Collections

$154,669

$1,289,925

Offertory Budget

$110,679

$1,184,484

Surplus/(shortfall)

$43,990

$105,441

Percent of Offertory from
Online Giving

58%

St Thomas More Parish strives to allocate its financial
resources in alignment with our mission. We hope that the
programs and activities we fund with your donations will allow
every parishioner to participate and grow in spirit and faith as
part of this community.

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

Please consider donating regularly to the parish community as
you are able, both financially and by volunteering your gifts and
talents. If you already contribute, consider increasing your
contribution if you have not done so recently. Thank you!

BAPTISM

Second Collections for February
St. Vincent de Paul-STM $14,596

To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
WAYS TO GIVE TO STM
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.
We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,

AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.

* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
Decatur GA 30030-2951
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on * Donate via PayPal online on our website or by
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and scanning this QR code.
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”

MATRIMONY

SECOND COLLECTIONS

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

March 20—STM St. Vincent de Paul
March 27—Catholic Relief Services
April 3—STM St. Vincent de Paul

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We will have more information by
early April on where we stand meeting our goal of $154,900. It
is not too late to make a pledge or donation; simply complete a
pledge card located on the information table in the Narthex, or
online at donate.archatl.com.
Please make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
the designation box. Find us under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM
WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Mondays—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall
and Zoom
Our book this session will be “Ascending with
Ignatius: A 30-Day At Home Retreat”
(which we will make a 10-week retreat!).
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

A LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION
March 30, 7pm, Chapel | RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
We tend to think of Lent as an extraordinary season of penance, prayer,
and fasting. Yet these things, which are meant to connect us more
intentionally with the divine, are our ordinary call. Spend an evening
prayerfully reflecting on how Lent is really an “ordinary time” for
Christians.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP
1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am,
Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com)
All are invited to the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email Louanne at
bachner@juno.com to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT
Tuesdays, April 12 - May 3, 7:30-9pm | Register: bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage
Join us for a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow the
movements of Ignatius’ 4 weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted for
relationships. Couples will be given tools from Ignatian spirituality such
as the rules for the discernment of spirits, relationship Examen, imaginative prayer exercises, and reflection activities to grow closer to God
and one another. Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60 years,
there’s always more to explore in the great mystery of God (and love!).
$50 fee per couple.

VISIO DIVINA: CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS
Wednesday, April 13, 7:30pm | Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Church’s most
effective evangelists by decontextualizing iconography and subverting
her carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio’s Jesus
is fleshy, worldly—given and available to any onlooker. This was
painter as evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes
rather than the ears, and encouraging encounter. We will explore
several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and how they invite us to
evaluate our understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus.

ALMOST HOME: ART, STORIES &
CREATIVE PRAYER
April 1-3, 2022
Join artist and storyteller Brother Mickey
McGrath, OSFS, for a weekend retreat
designed to restore your hope through the
healing power of beauty.

2-NIGHT IGNATIAN RETREAT
April 8-10
Palm Sunday Ignatian Retreat. Directed by Fr.
Bill Noe, SJ Rest and renew heart, mind, and
soul on a weekend retreat at Ignatius House.

3-NIGHT TRIDUUM RETREAT
April 14-17
Holy Thursday to Easter Sunday. Ignatius
House offers its beautiful campus and
solemn spaces for you to experience the
Triduum, three days in the liturgical calendar
that commemorate Christ’s passion, death
and resurrection.

Register at ignatiushouse.org/registration

PARISH NEWS
JOB OPENING AT STM - PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

Our current Parish Administrator at St. Thomas More, Darija
Pichanick, has decided to step down from her position at
the end of April, so STM is seeking to hire a new Parish
Administrator. The position is responsible for the
administrative operation of the parish and the promotion
of parish community life. Applicants should send a cover
letter and resume to cpalmer@stmga.org on or before Mar
31, 2022. More info: www.stmgaparish.org/job

EVERY FRIDAY IN LENT

Join us for Stations of the Cross at 6:00
pm in the Church followed the Knights
of Columbus Fish Fry in Mulhern Hall
at 6:30 pm. All proceeds will support
Knights of Columbus Charites. Menu:
fried catfish, baked tilapia, green beans,
fries/tots, salad, pasta, beverages. Beer & wine
available for donation. Adults (16-64) $15, Seniors (65+)
$12, Children (6-16) $8, Kids under 6 are free. $45 family
maximum.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS TRIVIA NIGHT

The Knights of Columbus are reviving their popular Trivia
Night fundraiser from 7:00 to 9:00 pm on Sat., Mar. 26 in
Mulhern Hall. Admission is $10 per person or $75 for a
table of 8 persons. Door prizes will be awarded, and light
refreshments will be available. Proceeds from admission
will go to Ukrainian refugee relief.

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP

ONLINE SYNOD EXAMEN

Haven’t been able to attend an inperson listening session to share
your experience of church—or do
you have a friend or relative
(Catholic or not) whose voice
would be important to share? We
invite you to participate in our
online Synod Examen. You can
also consider sharing the link to
participate with:
* Adult children who longer participate in the church
* A friend who is a former Catholic
* Anyone whom you think the Church should hear from

Pray and respond at bit.ly/synodexamen

STM SCHOOL GARDEN

Hi! We are the STM Pre K class. We
have worked hard on our garden
since November, planting the bulbs,
weeding, and taking care of our
plants. We just planted flower seeds
and bean and pea seeds this week.
The trellis is there to support our
vegetable vines when they grow. Please do not pick our
flowers so everyone can enjoy them. Please do not touch
our trellis so our vegetables can grow. Ms. Bacon, our
teacher, is also the 10:15 am mass cantor. Please respect
us and just look, without touching, our
garden! Thank you! STM Pre-K 2021-2022

Meet other families on the second Sunday of each month at ART AND ENVIRONMENT VOLUNTEER
St. Thomas More parish is looking for a volunteer to direct a
the church playground after the 10:15 am Mass. Stay conteam that helps decorate the Church for Christmas, Easter
nected by joining our email group: bit.ly/STMparents
and other Holy Days throughout the year. Contact Joe
Messina if you are interested jmessina@stmga.org.

SCHOOL NEWS
REDIRECT YOUR TAX DOLLARS TO BENEFIT
CATHOLIC EDUCATION AT STM SCHOOL!

Georgia taxpayers can
make a contribution to
GRACE and direct 100% of
their contribution to STM
School for scholarships in
exchange for a generous
tax benefit created by the
Georgia legislature—a
100% tax credit. Act now.
Since January 1, 2022,
over $88 million of the
$100 million statewide
cap already has been
pre-approved! Also, by
registering today and making your donation once you’re
approved, you will help STM School be able to offer GRACE
Scholarships to our prospective families for the 2022-2023
school year. For more info, visit gracescholars.org or email
Ansley Murphey at amurphey@stmga.org.

EVEN IN SPORTS, STM IS DOING MORE FOR OTHERS
Congratulations to
our 5th/6th grade
girls basketball
team. They fought
hard and won the
championship game
of the Sam Robb
Basketball
Tournament in
overtime, and three
of their four games
were decided by 1
point! Not only are
we proud of their
win, but we
celebrate all the
teams who, through
this event, raised
money to support CURE Childhood Cancer!
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

YOUTH NEWS
STM CONFIRMATION PREP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

STM's Confirmation Preparation Program transpires over 10-sessions, meeting twice a month for five
months. Sessions are held on Wednesday evenings from 7:00pm until 8:15pm in Mulhern Hall. Sessions
begin on August 17, 2022 and run until December 14, 2022. We use Decision Point, a "DynamicCatholic"
publication. We require at least 10 cleared, VIRTUS trained adults to meet the Archdiocese's Safe
Environment mandate and to field this program. If you are interested, please take a moment to complete
this short form: bit.ly/prep_volunteers. Questions? Email: svoegtlin@stmga.org

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More Confirmation registration for the 2022-23 year opens this spring. Our program, which begins in
August 2022 and ends in December 2022, consists of 10 in-person small group conversations over five months. We meet
on Wednesday evenings in Mulhern Hall from 7:00pm until 8:15pm. Children who wish to be confirmed must attend at
least eight of the 10 sessions. Please submit your child’s info here: stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/ We’ll
contact you as soon as we open registration.

STM IGNITE MIDDLE SCHOOL SMALL GROUP LEADERS NEEDED

We're not looking for theologians or perfect people. We're looking for people who love children and Jesus!
Adult Small Group Leaders gather with five or more kiddos for no more than 20 minutes per meeting,
read the chosen lectionary text and move through a series of provided prompts. We begin in September
and run through May. We usually gather twice a month from 3:00pm-4:00pm in the youth room.
Interested? Take a moment to complete this short form: bit.ly/ignite_volunteer Questions? Email:
svoegtlin@stmga.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL STILL NEEDS ADULT VOLUNTEERS!

VBS (PK-3rd) returns this summer to STM from June 6 to June 10, but we need your help! The number of children we’re able
to host depends on the number of cleared, VIRTUS trained adults who volunteer. The children of volunteers will attend for
free. If you are able to volunteer, please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin (svoegtlin@stmga.org).

FAITH IN ACTION
LENTEN SERVICE PROJECT

The Social Justice Committee is sponsoring a Blessing Bags service project for Lent. The bags will be distributed to our
Decatur community members in need. We request the following individually wrapped non-perishable donations to be
collected in the Narthex on the weekends of March 26 & 27 and April 2 & 3, 2022.
Families with last names beginning with letters:
A-D: protein/granola bars, E-H: tuna with pull-off lid & crackers, I-L: trail mix (small packs), M-O: fruit cups (any fruit such as
mandarin orange, pineapple...etc.), P-R: water case of 12 or 24 (8 oz. small bottles), S-U: disposable utensil sets and/or
brown paper lunch bags, V-Z: pair of adult sized socks
On Saturday, April 9th at 1:00 pm, there will be an in-person opportunity to assemble the bags in the STM courtyard with
COVID safe protocols. All ages are welcome!

UNIQUE LENTEN OPPORTUNITY

The Social Justice Committee (SJC) is offering a unique and meaningful Lenten worship opportunity. On Sat.,
April 9 at 2:00 pm, the SJC is hosting an outdoor Walking Stations of the Cross through downtown Decatur.
We will meet in the courtyard outside Mulhern Hall at 2:00 pm. All are welcome! (Rain date Sun., April 10 @
2:00 pm) You may preview the route here: bit.ly/walking_stations

NOVENA FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

In the Catholic tradition, a Novena is an ancient prayer tradition, consisting of prayer for a specific intention
over the course of nine days.
Through this Novena for Racial Justice, the Jesuit and broader Catholic network is invited to unite in prayer for
nine days, framed in the example of Catholic saints and servants of God who provide a witness and example
for us in our work for racial justice.

Generous and faithful God, thank you for the example of perseverance we see in Venerable Teresa
Chikaba. May we imitate her commitment to our faith in calling out the grave sin of racism in the Catholic
Church, and in any institution that presently and historically has benefited from the oppression of Black
people. May we show perseverance as she did in our work to build a Church and a society that casts off the
sin of racism.
Venerable Teresa Chikaba, intercede and obtain for us from God the grace of perseverance in the face of oppression and white
supremacy. For more info, visit: bit.ly/chikaba

