A Ministry of the Jesuits

March 27, 2022—4th Sunday of Lent
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
See page 5 for details.

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE
Our Reconciliation Service for Lent will be
on Wednesday, April 6, at 7 pm. The
service will include the opportunity for
individual celebration of Confession, with
multiple priests available.

IMPORTANT YOUTH NEWS
WE NEED YOU!
If you are interested in sharing your faith
with children, either through serving as a
Vacation Bible School volunteer or as a
small group conversation partner in STM's
Confirmation Prep Program, please reach
out to Stewart Voegtlin, STM Director of
Youth Faith Formation: svoegtlin@stmga.org.
CHILDRENS' PROGRAMMING REGISTRATION OPENS SOON!
SPARK, IGNITE, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd registration
opens Mon., March 28 on the parish website (stmgaparish.org).

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Tues., March 29th

Thomas Mathews †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Bea Runnion, Bob & Diane Sykes, John Foley, Carol Bayruns,
Alexander Whan, William Monahan, Edward Dieser Jr., John
Boyle, David Moss
Pray for those who have died:
David Wilson

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
SWindon@stmga.org

New Parishioners:
Petronio and Janet Yadao

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

Pope Francis’ March Prayer Intention
For a Christian response to bioethical
challenges
We pray for Christians facing new
bioethical challenges; may they
continue to defend the dignity of all
human life with prayer and action.

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, Mesrak Nadew, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to
communicate directly with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., Mar. 28

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Parish Library
Women’s Bible Study—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall

Tues., Mar. 29

Rosary Group—8:30am to 9:00am—Zoom
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00pm to 8:00pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed., Mar. 30

S-Factor—1:00pm to 3:00pm—Parish Library
Tai Chi—6:15pm to 7:15pm—Mulhern Hall
Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Lenten Evening of Reflection—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Chapel

Sat., April 1

Tai Chi—7:45am to 8:45am—Mulhern Hall
STM Grief Support Group—6:30pm - 8:00pm—St. Julie Room

LENT REFLECTION—KEEPING WATCH
Keeping Watch
By Philip Berrigan
This article was originally published on March 2, 2015.
May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What
I say to you, I say to all: “Watch!” (Mark 13:36–37).
I am pondering the passage at Mark 13:36, and my
thoughts return to the winter of 1943, to a nineteen-yearold draftee at Camp Gordon, now Fort Gordon, Georgia.
The old Springfield rifle is heavy, the Georgia winters are
damp and cold and dark and—Lord, Gawd!—I’ve gotta walk
guard for four hours.

And do I ever watch! I watch for the officer of the guard.
If he hears a weak challenge (“Halt! Who goes there?”) or
finds me forgetful of the password (Geronimo) or hiding
or smoking, it’s weekend KP for a month. The minutes
and hours drag agonizingly by. I’m cold to the bone. Do
I ever watch for six in the morning and the dawn!
So, in this way, the military forced “watching” on me. I didn’t
choose it. But “watching” should be voluntary, should be a
nonviolent way of life. Scripture is full of it:
Yes, like the eyes of a servant on the hand of his
master. Like the eyes of a maid on the hand of her
mistress. So our eyes are on the Lord our God till
we are shown favor (Psalm 123:2).

My soul looks for the Lord more than sentinels for
daybreak. More than sentinels for daybreak let
Israel look for the Lord (Psalm 130:6).
Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on
which day your Lord will come (Matthew 24:42).
Be sure of this: If the master of the house had
known the hour when the thief was coming, he
would not have let his house be broken into
(Luke 12:39).
Jesus warns us against “sleeping,” against being out of
it while the world lurches on in its mindless, violent way.
Jesus summons us to regard the world as Gethsemane,
to watch and stay awake. Three times he had to awaken
Peter, James, and John in the garden as he suffered
their abandonment when they slept and later their
abandonment in his time of greatest need.
Psychological studies reveal that Americans live in less than
forty percent awareness, as though our minds and spirits
cringe before the banality and ugliness of national life.
Such studies imply an enormous waste of potential lost
to trivial pursuits – game-playing, fantasizing, daydreaming,
television, self-pity, brooding, boredom, gluttony in food or
drink.

Lost is the prospect of
personal and social renewal,
reading, study, meditation,
prayer, teaching, service to
the poor, justice and peacemaking, and nonviolent
resistance to powermongering government
and corporations. The
scripture likens such
crippled attentiveness to
death—death before one
dies.
Yes, Jesus commands us to
wake and watch. Watch for
who or what? Watch for the
Holy Spirit of God who
teaches us the life of Jesus
Christ. The Holy Spirit
continues the ministry and sacrifice of Jesus, consecrating
people unto Him:
The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and remind
you of all that I told you (John 14:26).
Upon request, the Holy Spirit will shower us with gifts that
help us to become like Christ: wisdom, understanding,
knowledge, counsel, piety, fear of God, fortitude. Upon
request, the Holy Spirit will give us the faith necessary to
control our fear. “I believe, God; help my unbelief.” Upon
request, the Holy Spirit will speak the word of God to our
hearts, the word of truth and life.
Watch the words of others, since God often speaks to us
through sisters and brothers. Watch for conformity
between words and deeds, and when the two are the same,
watch only their deeds. Watch for heroic women and men
who give their lives tending victims—the bombed, starved,
raped, tortured—and to exposing the victimizers from
within prison and without. Watch the hope that they give
you by the speech of their lives, and then dare to extend
hope to others.

From Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter on
plough.com.
Plough is an award-winning international magazine of faith,
culture, and society that appears weekly online and
quarterly in print. We also publish a line of books, including
literary nonfiction and fiction, children’s books, Christian
books, and graphic novels. Founded in 1920, Plough asks
the big questions: How can we live well together, and what
gives life purpose? Join us in breaking fresh ground for a
renewed world. Visit plough.com.
U.S. Army photograph by Sgt. Teddy Wade.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3

RECONCILIATION

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM

RCIA

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951

* Donate via PayPal online on our website or by
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings scanning this QR code.
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia. SECOND COLLECTIONS
March 27—Catholic Relief Services
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
April 3—STM St. Vincent de Paul
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
April 10—Palm Sunday—Holy Land
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to April 15—Good Friday—Missionaries of the Poor
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
The anointing can be given multiple times.

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We will have more information by
early April on where we stand meeting our goal of $154,900. It
is not too late to make a pledge or donation; simply complete a
pledge card located on the information table in the Narthex, or
online at donate.archatl.com.

MATRIMONY

Please make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, the designation box. Find us under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
COMMUNITY NEWS
marriage preparation program. For more information on
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and
PRAYER SERVICE EVENT
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

Monday, March 28, at 7:00pm
The Archdiocese of Atlanta will host the Ukrainian Catholic and
Ukrainian Orthodox communities in prayer at Holy Spirit Catholic
Church. The service will be livestreamed at www.hsccatl.com.
A free will offering to benefit the people of Ukraine will be taken
up. A light reception will follow immediately after the service.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM
WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Mondays—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall
and Zoom
Our book this session will be “Ascending with
Ignatius: A 30-Day At Home Retreat”
(which we will make a 10-week retreat!).
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

A LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION
March 30, 7pm, Chapel | RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
We tend to think of Lent as an extraordinary season of penance, prayer,
and fasting. Yet these things, which are meant to connect us more
intentionally with the divine, are our ordinary call. Spend an evening
prayerfully reflecting on how Lent is really an “ordinary time” for
Christians.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP
1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am,
Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com)
All are invited to the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email Louanne at
bachner@juno.com to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT
Tuesdays, April 12 - May 3, 7:30-9pm | Register: bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage
Join us for a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow the
movements of Ignatius’ 4 weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted for
relationships. Couples will be given tools from Ignatian spirituality such
as the rules for the discernment of spirits, relationship Examen,
imaginative prayer exercises, and reflection activities to grow closer to
God and one another. Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60
years, there’s always more to explore in the great mystery of God (and
love!). $50 fee per couple.

VISIO DIVINA: CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS
Wednesday, April 13, 7:30pm | Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Church’s most
effective evangelists by decontextualizing iconography and subverting
her carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio’s Jesus
is fleshy, worldly—given and available to any onlooker. This was
painter as evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes
rather than the ears, and encouraging encounter. We will explore
several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and how they invite us to
evaluate our understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus.

ALMOST HOME: ART, STORIES &
CREATIVE PRAYER
April 1-3, 2022
Join artist and storyteller Brother Mickey
McGrath, OSFS, for a weekend retreat
designed to restore your hope through the
healing power of beauty.

2-NIGHT IGNATIAN RETREAT
April 8-10
Palm Sunday Ignatian Retreat. Directed by Fr.
Bill Noe, SJ Rest and renew heart, mind, and
soul on a weekend retreat at Ignatius House.

3-NIGHT TRIDUUM RETREAT
April 14-17
Holy Thursday to Easter Sunday. Ignatius
House offers its beautiful campus and
solemn spaces for you to experience the
Triduum, three days in the liturgical calendar
that commemorate Christ’s passion, death
and resurrection.

Register at ignatiushouse.org/registration

PARISH NEWS
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS TRIVIA NIGHT

The Knights of Columbus are reviving their popular Trivia
Night fundraiser from 7:00 to 9:00 pm on Sat., Mar. 26 in
Mulhern Hall. Admission is $10 per person or $75 for a
table of 8 persons. Door prizes will be awarded, and light
refreshments will be available. Proceeds from admission
will go to Ukrainian refugee relief.

JOB OPENING AT STM - PARISH ADMINISTRATOR

STM is seeking to hire a new Parish Administrator. The
position is responsible for the administrative operation of
the parish and the promotion of parish community
life. Applicants should send a cover letter and resume to
cpalmer@stmga.org on or before Mar 31, 2022. More info:
www.stmgaparish.org/job

STATIONS OF THE CROSS EVERY FRIDAY IN LENT
Stations of the Cross will be held every
Friday during Lent at 6:00pm in the
Church. The last one will be held on
Good Friday.

NEWS FROM THE
S FACTOR

24 members of the
S Factor celebrated
St. Patrick's Day and
enjoyed Irish grub at
The Marlay.
The group will have
their first in person meeting since the
pandemic began in the St. Julie room at 1:00pm on Wed.,
March 30th. Bring your thinking caps as we plan service
projects and activities. Refreshments will be served. New
and returning members are welcome. We'll space out and
masks are welcome.

ONLINE SYNOD EXAMEN

Haven’t been able to attend an inperson listening session to share
your experience of church—or do
you have a friend or relative
STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP
(Catholic or not) whose voice
Meet other families on the second Sunday of each month at would be important to share? We
the church playground after the 10:15 am Mass. Stay
invite you to participate in our
connected by joining our email group: bit.ly/STMparents
online Synod Examen. You can
also consider sharing the link to
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
participate with:
The Grief Support group meets the first Saturday of each
month from 6:30-8:00pm in the St. Julie Room. The group is * Adult children who longer participate in the church
* A friend who is a former Catholic
facilitated by Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a parishioner and a
* Anyone whom you think the Church should hear from
professional counselor/ therapist with a specialty in
individual and couples therapy.

Pray and respond at bit.ly/synodexamen

SCHOOL NEWS
WHAT DO LEPRECHAUNS, GOLDEN COINS, AND
GIVING HAVE IN COMMON?

St. Patrick's Day! On a day
of celebrating this Irish
saint, we offered a GREEN
out of uniform day to raise
funds for supplies for
Blessing Bags for the
homeless. Throughout the
year, our students make
Blessing Bags containing a
few of life’s essentials,
then they disperse them
to someone in need. The
impact of sharing that gift
with a homeless person
and making a difference in
their life is a blessing to both giver and receiver.
“May your days be many and your troubles be few. May all
God’s blessings descend upon you. May peace be within
you; may your heart be strong. May you find what you're
seeking wherever you roam.” – Irish Blessing.

TODAY’S FORECAST – LEARNING!

How do you visually
illustrate the weather
cycle, why rain falls, and
how clouds create rain?
Use a hands-on visual,
and make it rain! Our
kindergartners
performed a science
experiment where they
could see how rain falls
from clouds when they
get too “heavy” with
water. As they dropped
food-colored water onto
shaving cream clouds,
they waited to see what
would happen. There were cheers of excitement as they
watched when the weight of the water caused the “rain” to
drop down through the “clouds.”
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

YOUTH NEWS
STM CONFIRMATION PREP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

STM's Confirmation Preparation Program transpires over 10-sessions, meeting twice a month for five
months. Sessions are held on Wednesday evenings from 7:00pm until 8:15pm in Mulhern Hall. Sessions
begin on August 17, 2022 and run until December 14, 2022. We use Decision Point, a "DynamicCatholic"
publication. We require at least 10 cleared, VIRTUS trained adults to meet the Archdiocese's Safe
Environment mandate and to field this program. If you are interested, please take a moment to complete
this short form: bit.ly/prep_volunteers. Questions? Email: svoegtlin@stmga.org

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More Confirmation registration for the 2022-23 year opens this spring. Our program, which begins in
August 2022 and ends in December 2022, consists of 10 in-person small group conversations over five months. We meet
on Wednesday evenings in Mulhern Hall from 7:00pm until 8:15pm. Children who wish to be confirmed must attend at
least eight of the 10 sessions. Please submit your child’s info here: stmgaparish.org/faith-formation/stm-youth/ We’ll
contact you as soon as we open registration.

STM IGNITE MIDDLE SCHOOL SMALL GROUP LEADERS NEEDED

We're not looking for theologians or perfect people. We're looking for people who love children and Jesus!
Adult Small Group Leaders gather with five or more kiddos for no more than 20 minutes per meeting,
read the chosen lectionary text and move through a series of provided prompts. We begin in September
and run through May. We usually gather twice a month from 3:00pm-4:00pm in the youth room.
Interested? Take a moment to complete this short form: bit.ly/ignite_volunteer Questions? Email:
svoegtlin@stmga.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL STILL NEEDS ADULT VOLUNTEERS!

VBS (PK-3rd) returns this summer to STM from June 6 to June 10, but we need your help! The number of children we’re able
to host depends on the number of cleared, VIRTUS trained adults who volunteer. The children of volunteers will attend for
free. If you are able to volunteer, please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin (svoegtlin@stmga.org).

FAITH IN ACTION
LENTEN SERVICE PROJECT

The Social Justice Committee is sponsoring a Blessing
Bags service project for Lent. The bags will be distributed to
our Decatur community members in need. We request the
following individually wrapped non-perishable donations to
be collected in the Narthex on the weekends of March 26 &
27 and April 2 & 3, 2022.
Families with last names beginning with letters:
A-D: protein/granola bars,
E-H: tuna with pull-off lid & crackers,
I-L: trail mix (small packs),
M-O: fruit cups (any fruit such as mandarin orange,
pineapple...etc.),
P-R: water case of 12 or 24 (8 oz. small bottles),
S-U: disposable utensil sets and/or brown paper lunch bags,
V-Z: pair of adult sized socks

NOVENA FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

In the Catholic tradition, a Novena is an ancient
prayer tradition, consisting of prayer for a
specific intention over the course of nine days.
Through this Novena for Racial Justice, the Jesuit
and broader Catholic network is invited to unite in prayer
for nine days, framed in the example of Catholic saints and
servants of God who provide a witness and example for us
in our work for racial justice.

Righteous and gracious God, we thank you
for the example of Mother Mary Lange
whose leadership and courage provided
empowerment and education for Black women
and children. May the Holy Spirit guide our
gifts, talents, and humility to follow in her
footsteps, providing new opportunities for advocacy,
th
On Saturday, April 9 at 1:00 pm, there will be an in-person inclusion, equity, and Black-centered spaces, especially in
opportunity to assemble the bags in the STM courtyard with the Catholic Church.
COVID safe protocols. All ages are welcome!
Servant of God Mary Lange, intercede and obtain for us
from God the grace of moving from compassion to action.
UNIQUE LENTEN OPPORTUNITY
Learn more: bit.ly/mary_lange
The Social Justice Committee (SJC) is offering a
unique and meaningful Lenten worship
CREATION CARE CORNER
opportunity. On Sat., April 9 at 2:00 pm, the
Weekly Stewardship Recommendation:
SJC is hosting an outdoor Walking Stations of
the Cross through downtown Decatur. We will With fuel costs increasing, we are looking for ways to
meet in the courtyard outside Mulhern Hall at increase gas mileage. A well maintained car can make a
2:00 pm. All are welcome! (Rain date Sun., April huge difference. Change spark plugs, air filters and belts.
10 @ 2:00 pm) You may preview the route
Check tire pressure monthly and fill to the recommended
here: bit.ly/walking_stations
pressure. Drive smoothly and steadily. Hard acceleration
wastes gas.

