A Ministry of the Jesuits

April 3rd, 2022—5th Sunday of Lent
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE
Our Reconciliation Service for Lent will be on
Wed, April 6, at 7pm. The service will include
the opportunity for individual celebration of
Confession, with multiple priests available.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org

Mon., April 4th
Fri., April 8th

Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org

Richard Mueller †
Haile Kelati †
Kidan Gergish †
Yordanos Kelati †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.

Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org

Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick:
Bea Runnion
John Foley
Carol Bayruns
Alexander Whan
William Monahan
Edward Dieser Jr.
John Boyle
David Moss
Mary Maher

Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:
Bill Maron
David Wilson

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
SWindon@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

Pray for those who were recently married:
Jordan Elizabeth Zarone & Warren Samuel Gray
Please Welcome our new parishioners:
Molly and Taylor Reese, George and Carissa Duffey, Kenneth
and Mary Ann Dobucki, Christina and Melissa Northrup

Pope Francis’ April Prayer Intention
For health care workers—We pray for health
care workers who serve the sick and the
elderly, especially in the poorest countries;
may they be adequately supported by
governments and local communities.

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to communicate directly
with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Sun., April 3

Croatian Catholic Community Mass—1:00 pm to 2:30 pm—Church

Mon., April 4

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Parish Library

Tues., April 5

Rosary Group—8:00 am to 9:00 am—Church
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed., April 6

Tai Chi—6:15 pm to 7:15 pm—Mulhern Hall
Centering Prayer Group—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Zoom
Lenten Reconciliation Service—7:00 pm to 9:00 pm—Church

LENTEN MEDITATION
Scripture as a Thin Place
By Jurell Sison
We should be aware of the thin places in our lives because they
make experiences of God’s desire for each one of us, and our
desire for God, more possible by capturing our attention and
pulling us out of our ordinary routines and concerns. Scripture,
either heard or read, can be a thin place if we let the words
capture our imagination and attention. Scripture will not be a
thin place if we read it solely for meaning. All too often, we don’t
let the Scriptures do what they were written to do—namely, to
give the Mystery we call God a chance to be heard and met.

It’s as if these writers of the past were begging us to listen
Loving God, help me encounter you in the way the biblical
to God’s Word wholeheartedly—because it’s more exciting,
writers intended: to engage you personally, to hear you, and to heart-throbbing, bone-chilling, and exhilarating than any
Hollywood film.
meet you in the Mystery of Scripture.

—William A. Barry, SJ, in Lenten Meditations: Growing in
Friendship with God
Working as a Catholic youth minister and teacher, it’s often
that I find myself numb to the daily prayer that needs to
happen throughout the day. On a typical day we pray
before, after, and sometimes during the classes and
programs I run. Facilitating prayer is a foundational part of
my life, and I’ve learned that if I’m not careful, prayer easily
becomes another task to endure. This hit me hard when I
came across Fr. Barry’s challenge to be aware of the “thin
places” in our lives.
However, rather than asking where the “thin places” were, I
found myself asking the opposite: what were the “thick
places” in my life? What parts of my day were so clouded
with stress that I was blinded by the great mystery of God
present all around me? Moreover, what walls have I built
that block me from experiencing the sacredness in life?
Barry’s idea that the thin places pull us “out of our ordinary
routines and concerns,” resonated with me. When I took
this line to prayer, I realized how often I create a thickness
that prevents me from encountering God. Maybe this is the
“ordinary routine” from which God desires to save me. With
so many tasks to complete, I routinely put up walls that only
get thicker until prayer becomes just another task. But
ironically, prayer is a time to knock down the walls. If the
walls are up, our time with the Scriptures becomes void;
we transform the living Word of God into a cliché.
The writers of the Bible are passionate and moving when
they exclaim: “Indeed, the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides
soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)

Since I’m human—with many projects on my plate—it’s
often that I forget this. I forget that prayer itself—especially
praying with Scripture—is the remedy for the thickness I
create and that maybe, if I prayed first to take the walls
down, it would lead me to a thin place where I could
experience a God whose Word is sharp enough to
penetrate the toughest walls around my heart.
Lord, help me to take down my walls and to be deeply aware of
your living Word.

This is part six of a seven-part series. Read the rest at Growing
in Friendship with God This Lent. bit.ly/lent_meditations

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3

RECONCILIATION

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM

RCIA

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951

* Donate via PayPal online on our website or by
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings scanning this QR code.
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia. SECOND COLLECTIONS
April 3—STM St. Vincent de Paul
April 10—Palm Sunday—Holy Land
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to April 15—Good Friday—Missionaries of the Poor
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
The anointing can be given multiple times.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

BAPTISM

To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. We will have more information by
early April on where we stand meeting our goal of $154,900. It
is not too late to make a pledge or donation; simply complete a
pledge card located on the information table in the Narthex, or
online at donate.archatl.com.

Please make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, the designation box. Find us under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
PASCHAL TRIDUUM & EASTER SUNDAY
marriage preparation program. For more information on
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and April 14, Thursday
April 17, Sunday
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”
HOLY THURSDAY
EASTER SUNDAY
7:00 pm—Mass of the Lord’s
9:00 am
FUNERALS
Supper
9:15 am (Gym)
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
10:15 am (outdoors, weather
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend April 15, Friday
permitting)
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with GOOD FRIDAY
11:30 am
funeral planning.
3:00 pm—Stations of the Cross (No 5:30 pm Mass on Easter
7:00 pm—The Passion of Our
Sunday)
Lord
CHAPEL
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
April 16, Saturday
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
HOLY SATURDAY
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.
11:00 am—Blessing of Food
8:30 pm—Easter Vigil Mass
(No Confessions on Holy
Saturday)

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM
WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Mondays—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall
and Zoom
Our book this session will be “Ascending with
Ignatius: A 30-Day At Home Retreat”
(which we will make a 10-week retreat!).
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT
Tuesdays, April 12 - May 3, 7:30-9pm | Register: bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage
Join us for a 4-week marriage enrichment program that will follow the
movements of Ignatius’ 4 weeks of the Spiritual Exercises adapted for
relationships. Couples will be given tools from Ignatian spirituality such
as the rules for the discernment of spirits, relationship Examen,
imaginative prayer exercises, and reflection activities to grow closer to
God and one another. Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60
years, there’s always more to explore in the great mystery of God (and
love!). $50 fee per couple.

VISIO DIVINA: CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS
Wednesday, April 13, 7:30pm | Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Church’s most
effective evangelists by decontextualizing iconography and subverting
her carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio’s Jesus
is fleshy, worldly—given and available to any onlooker. This was
painter as evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes
rather than the ears, and encouraging encounter. We will explore
several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and how they invite us to
evaluate our understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP
1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am,
Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com)
All are invited to the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email Louanne at
bachner@juno.com to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
2-NIGHT IGNATIAN RETREAT
April 8-10
Palm Sunday Ignatian Retreat. Directed by Fr.
Bill Noe, SJ Rest and renew heart, mind, and
soul on a weekend retreat at Ignatius House.

3-NIGHT TRIDUUM RETREAT
SUMMER BOOK STUDY—
AN ALTAR IN THE WORLD
Thursdays, June 16-July 21, 7pm
Barbara Brown Taylor’s book shows us
how to find the sacred beyond the walls
of the church, in everyday life. The group
will meet via Zoom.
Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

April 14-17
Holy Thursday to Easter Sunday. Ignatius
House offers its beautiful campus and
solemn spaces for you to experience the
Triduum, three days in the liturgical calendar
that commemorate Christ’s passion, death
and resurrection.

PRAYER IN MOTION YOGA RETREAT
April 20 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
We all experience loss and grief at some time
in our life. Those times can leave our bodies
and souls shaken and depleted. Come to Ignatius House to renew and recharge during a
special retreat that combines Ignatian
Spirituality with the practice of yoga.

Register at ignatiushouse.org/registration

PARISH NEWS
PARISH EASTER EGG HUNT

The Knights of Columbus will host an Easter
Egg hunt on Easter Sunday at 3:00 pm on
the STM field. Please meet in the school
parking lot for a few instructions before the
mad dash to the eggs!

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Join us for Stations of the Cross on Friday,
April 8 at 6 pm; Saturday, April 9 outdoors
at 2:00 pm and on Good Friday at 3:00 pm.

CROATIAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY MASS

The Croatian Catholic Community will celebrate Mass on
Sunday, April 3 at 1:00 pm with a reception following in
Mulhern Hall.

CANCER SEWING GROUP

The group will meet on Thurs., April 7 in the St. Julie Room
from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. All are welcome. No sewing skills
required. Come join a lovely group of women and help Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Cancer Home in downtown Atlanta.

ONLINE SYNOD EXAMEN

Haven’t been able to attend an inperson listening session to share your
SPAM EMAIL
experience of church—or do you have
Some parishioners have been receiving spam emails
claiming to be from Fr. Bob or other members of the parish a friend or relative (Catholic or not)
whose voice would be important to
staff. Please be cautious of emails you receive and verify
share? We invite you to participate in
they are coming from a parish email address, stmga.org.
our online Synod Examen. You can
also share the link with:
STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP
* Adult children who longer participate in the church
Meet other families on the second Sunday of each month at * A friend who is a former Catholic
the church playground after the 10:15 am Mass. Stay
* Anyone whom you think the Church should hear from
connected by joining our email group: bit.ly/STMparents
Pray and respond at bit.ly/synodexamen

SCHOOL NEWS
NOW HIRING—COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Saint Thomas More School, Pre-k to 8th grade, is seeking a Coordinator of Religious Education. Responsibilities include
overseeing faith formation, service projects, catechist training, sacramental preparation, school liturgies and other
services. May teach two 6th grade religion classes. Works closely with the pastor. Full-time (11 month) preferred,
part-time possible. Must be a practicing Catholic, with a minimum of a bachelor’s degree, preferably with a catechetical
and/or theology background or master/advanced catechetical certification from the archdiocese. Please send resumes
to kkissell@stmga.org.

8TH GRADE RETREAT TRADITION RENEWS
Be in the moment. Slow down. Take time to reflect. While
excellent advice for all of us, it also was the objective
recently at our 8th Grade Retreat. Held both on campus
and at the beautiful Ignatius House Retreat Center, our
8th graders reflected on their lives and renewed their
relationships with God and each other.

TIME FOR LEARNING!
TIME flies when you’re having fun learning about telling
time! Kindergarten had fun making their very own clocks in a
meaningful hands-on way to learn this foundational skill.

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

YOUTH NEWS
CHILDRENS' PROGRAMMING NOW OPEN

SPARK, IGNITE, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd registration is now open. Visit stmgaparish.org/youth to register.

WE NEED YOU!

If you are interested in sharing your faith with children, either through serving as a Vacation Bible
School volunteer or as a small group conversation partner in STM's Confirmation Prep Program,
please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin, STM Director of Youth Faith Formation: svoegtlin@stmga.org.

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More Confirmation registration for the 2022-23 year opens this spring. Our program, which begins in August
2022 and ends in December 2022, consists of 10 in-person small group conversations over five months. We meet on
Wednesday evenings in Mulhern Hall from 7:00pm until 8:15pm. Children who wish to be confirmed must attend at least
eight of the 10 sessions. Please submit your child’s info here: stmgaparish.org/youth We’ll contact you as soon as we open
registration.

FAITH IN ACTION
LENTEN SERVICE PROJECT

The Social Justice Committee is sponsoring a Blessing
Bags service project for Lent. The bags will be distributed to
our Decatur community members in need. We request the
following individually wrapped non-perishable donations to
be collected in the Narthex on this weekend.
Families with last names beginning with letters:
A-D: protein/granola bars,
E-H: tuna with pull-off lid & crackers,
I-L: trail mix (small packs),
M-O: fruit cups (any fruit such as mandarin orange,
pineapple...etc.),
P-R: water case of 12 or 24 (8 oz. small bottles),
S-U: disposable utensil sets and/or brown paper lunch bags,
V-Z: pair of adult sized socks

EARTH DAY FAMILY-FRIENDLY FILM SCREENING
Save the date! April 22 6:15 pm - 8:30 pm
STM Courtyard and Mulhern Hall
More info to come.

NOVENA FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

In the Catholic tradition, a Novena is an
ancient prayer tradition, consisting of prayer
for a specific intention over the course of nine
days. Through this Novena for Racial Justice,
the Jesuit and broader Catholic network is
invited to unite in prayer for nine days, framed
in the example of Catholic saints and servants
of God who provide a witness and example for us in our
work for racial justice.

Kind and pursuing God, we thank you for the
On Saturday, April 9th at 1:00 pm, there will be an in-person gift of Venerable Zeinab Alif, who as a child
opportunity to assemble the bags in the STM courtyard with was kidnapped in Sudan and then enslaved.
COVID safe protocols. All ages are welcome!
Fr. Nicolo Olivieri brought her to freedom
in Italy, where she continued to experience
UNIQUE LENTEN OPPORTUNITY
oppression and racism. She took secret
The Social Justice Committee (SJC) is offering
religious vows due to anti-Catholic sentiments in Italy.
a unique and meaningful Lenten worship
opportunity. On Sat., April 9 at 2:00 pm, the
Venerable Zeinab Alif, intercede and obtain for us from God
SJC is hosting an outdoor Walking Stations of
the graces and favors we ask through your intercession.
the Cross through downtown Decatur. We will May we be granted the grace to tirelessly work for racial
meet in the courtyard outside Mulhern Hall at justice, even and especially in the face of anti-Blackness
2:00 pm. All are welcome! (Rain date Sun.,
and white supremacy, as you fearlessly pursued your own
April 10 @ 2:00 pm) You may preview the
vocation in the face of oppression.
route here: bit.ly/walking_stations

COMMUNITY NEWS
SEEKING WHOLENESS IN AN AGE OF FRAGMENTS
Thursday, April 21, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at Emory’s Cannon Chapel. Hosted by the Aquinas Center at Emory and led by
Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF, this talk will focus on wholeness in nature, the rise of the individual and the disconnections that have
ensued. More info at https://bit.ly/aquinas_catherinesiena2022.

COUPLES CELEBRATING 50TH AND 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2022
The Archdiocese of Atlanta would like to honor couples married in 1972 and 1962 with an invitation to a Golden/Diamond
Wedding Anniversary Mass on Saturday, August 13, 2022, at noon at Saint Brigid Catholic Church. A light reception will
follow the Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Please go to http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass
to RSVP for this event and for additional information.

