A Ministry of the Jesuits

April 10th, 2022—Palm Sunday
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

PASCHAL TRIDUUM AND EASTER SUNDAY
April 14, Holy Thursday
7:00 pm—Mass of the Lord’s Supper
April 15, Good Friday
3:00 pm—Stations of the Cross
7:00 pm—The Passion of Our Lord
April 16, Holy Saturday
11:00 am—Blessing of Food
8:30 pm—Easter Vigil Mass
(No Confessions on Holy Saturday)

April 17, Easter Sunday
9:00 am
9:15 am (Gym)
10:15 am*
11:30 am
3:00 pm Egg Hunt, field
*(Mass outdoors, weather permitting)

(No 5:30 pm Mass on Easter Sunday)

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Mon., April 11
Wed., April 13

Dave Wilson †
Jos Vattanirappel †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Mary Maher
Bea Runnion
John Foley
Edward Dieser Jr.
John Boyle
David Moss

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org
Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
SWindon@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:
Carol Bayruns
Lorina Walker

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org

New Parishioners:
Trent and Cristina Lewis
Nora Olson and Daniel Garver

Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

Pope Francis’ April Prayer Intention
For health care workers—We pray for health
care workers who serve the sick and the
elderly, especially in the poorest countries;
may they be adequately supported by
governments and local communities.

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to communicate directly
with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., April 11

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Parish Library
Women’s Bible Study—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Mulhern Hall

Tues., April 12

Rosary Group—8:00 am to 9:00 am—Zoom
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed., April 13

Tai Chi—6:15 pm to 7:15 pm—Mulhern Hall
Centering Prayer Group—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Zoom
Visio Divina—7:30 pm to 8:30 pm—St. Julie Room

Fri., April 15

Stations of the Cross—6:00 pm to 6:30 pm—Church

AN EASTER REFLECTION
Pieta
An Easter Reflection
By Annemarie Keiderling
Anyone who has stepped into the vast courtyard of St.
Peter’s Cathedral in Rome knows the feeling of awe that
comes over a person at the sheer size of the place. I was
pushing a baby buggy as I walked in. This was my first trip
with my little boy, three months old, and suddenly my baby
and I felt very small and a rush of protective anxiety came
over me. I picked up my precious, sleeping bundle and,
leaving the buggy next to one of the pillars, walked up the
stairs hugging my son close to me.
As I approached the basilica, my eyes were automatically
drawn upward to that massive dome, arching up like the sky
itself. I stepped inside and gazed at the mighty pillars, the
hosts of saints and apostles standing motionless above my
head, the gleaming gold lamps around St. Peter’s tomb.
Around me, crowds of people streamed in and out, chattering their international tongues.
Suddenly I caught sight of a particular statue. I had seen
photographs of Michelangelo’s Pieta, but had forgotten
that it would be here. Its power was overwhelming and
drew me like a magnet. I walked up close. Here was a
mother just like me, and in her face I could see the same
passion of love, a love beyond explaining and like no other,
that I felt for my own child. But in her face was also a
suffering I had never known. I remembered the “sword that
cut through her heart” and I held my son closer, wondering
how she survived it.
I remember that sword again as I read about the many
mothers who have lost sons and daughters in the war. I
know their grief is one with Mary’s grief on Good Friday. I
think of the mothers whose sons do return, but who look
into their eyes and see wounds—wounds to their spirit
where a mother’s caress cannot reach.
I remember Jesus’ words to the women who followed him
as he bore his cross:

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep
for yourselves and for your children. For behold, the
days are coming when they will say, “Blessed are the
barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the
breasts than never gave suck”

But there is something else in Mary’s face. I see her love
and her pain, but I also see deep reverence. The body cradled in her lap is her child, but also her God. She knows she
is holding a soul of greatness as far beyond the wretchedness that killed him, as the sky towers over a clod of earth.
In her face is the promise of Easter and of resurrection. It is
dark, overwhelmingly dark for all those suffering mothers
and wives here in America, and down in Iraq. But I believe
there will come a day, like Easter came for Mary. Two days
ago was Palm Sunday. We all remembered the Palm Sunday
long ago, but this year we should especially hold to the
promise of the Palm Sunday that is coming:

Behold, a great multitude which no man could number,
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in
white robes, with palm branches in their hands…These are
they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb...[He] will be their shepherd, and he will guide
them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes.

Are we living in those days now? Will my heart someday be
pierced by a sword also? How many mothers have felt its
stabbing pain this year? I have not lost a son or a daughter.
Not yet. But I think every mother can feel Mary’s pain. I
would like to protect my innocent children, as Mary wanted This article was originally printed on www.plough.com/ on
March 30, 2008.
to protect her little baby Jesus. But there is evil and
darkness in the world and none of us is safe from its power.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS
RECONCILIATION

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3
STM PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT
FY22: July 1, 2021—
June 30, 2022

March

YTD

Offertory Collections

$146,182

$1,436,107

Offertory Budget

$133,866

$1,318,350

Surplus/(shortfall)

$12,316

$117,757

Percent of Offertory
from Online Giving

58%

St Thomas More Parish strives to allocate its financial resources
in alignment with our mission. We hope that the programs
and activities we fund with your donations will allow every
parishioner to participate and grow in spirit and faith as part
of this community.

Please consider donating regularly to the parish community as
you are able, both financially and by volunteering your gifts and
Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
talents. If you already contribute, consider increasing your
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to contribution if you have not done so recently. Thank you!
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
Second Collections for March
The anointing can be given multiple times.
St. Vincent de Paul-STM $11,963
Black & Indian Missions—$2,125
BAPTISM
Catholic Relief Services—$3,689
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, Easter Flowers—$1,442
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
Serve Haiti—$4,649
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.
WAYS TO GIVE TO STM

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/

MATRIMONY

* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951

To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.

* Donate via PayPal online on our website or by
scanning this QR code.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
April 10—Palm Sunday—Holy Land
April 15—Good Friday—Missionaries of the Poor
April 17—Easter—Archdiocesan Seminarians

2022 ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
Goal: $154,900
Total Pledged & Received: $99,000
Amount Received: $38,052
Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. It is not too late to make a pledge
or donation; simply complete a pledge card located on the information table in the Narthex, or online at donate.archatl.com.
Please make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
the designation box. Find us under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS—REGISTER: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

VISIO DIVINA: CARAVAGGIO’S JESUS

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Wednesday, April 13, 7:30pm
Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio became one of the Church’s most
effective evangelists by decontextualizing iconography and subverting
her carefully approved ways of seeing the sacred. Caravaggio’s Jesus
is fleshy, worldly—given and available to any onlooker. This was
painter as evangelist, making Gospel truth available to the eyes
rather than the ears, and encouraging encounter. We will explore
several of Caravaggio’s depictions of Christ, and how they invite us to
evaluate our understanding of the Gospel and the person of Jesus.

SUMMER BOOK STUDY—AN ALTAR IN THE WORLD
Thursdays, June 16-July 21, 7pm
Barbara Brown Taylor’s book shows us how to find
the sacred beyond the walls of the church, in
everyday life. The group will meet via Zoom.
Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

ONLINE WORKSHOP: IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS
April 27—June 1 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper
understanding of the Ignatian worldview
by studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual
Exercises, and Jesuit history. Sessions will
be led by the pastoral staff of Ignatius
House and St. Thomas More, addressing
the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom. Register
here: https://bit.ly/foundations422

Mondays—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall
and Zoom
Our book this session will be “Ascending with
Ignatius: A 30-Day At Home Retreat”.
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP
1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am,
Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com)
All are invited to the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email Louanne at
bachner@juno.com to join.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE—Register at ignatiushouse.org/registration
3-NIGHT TRIDUUM RETREAT
April 14-17
Holy Thursday to Easter Sunday. Ignatius House offers its beautiful campus and solemn
spaces for you to experience the Triduum, three days in the liturgical calendar that
commemorate Christ’s passion, death and resurrection. Register here:
ignatiushouse.org/registration

PRAYER IN MOTION YOGA RETREAT
April 20 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
We all experience loss and grief at some time in our life. Those times can leave our bodies
and souls shaken and depleted. Come to Ignatius House to renew and recharge during a
special retreat that combines Ignatian Spirituality with the practice of yoga. Register here:
ignatiushouse.org/registration

2-NIGHT YOUNG ADULT RETREAT
April 22 @ 6:00 pm - April 24 @ 12:00 pm
Step away from daily routine and technology for a silent pause that gives you a prayerful
place to reflect objectively on your path using a 500-year-old method. As an STM young
adult, you can request $75 off this retreat! Just contact Andy at aotto@stmga.org if you're
interested. Register here: ignatiushouse.org/registration

PARISH NEWS
PARISH EASTER EGG HUNT

The Knights of Columbus will host an Easter
Egg hunt on Easter Sunday at 3:00 pm on
the STM field. Please meet in the school
parking lot for a few instructions before the
mad dash to the eggs!

S FACTOR IN PERSON MEETING

The S Factor held their first in person meeting last week
since the pandemic began. They planned many exciting
events including guest speakers, service projects, lunches,
praying the rosary and more. Contact Cass for more info:
ccassiecat@aol.com

May calendar:
Meet other families on the second Sunday of each month at Wed., May 11th
Mon., May 23th
the church playground after the 10:15 am Mass. Stay
connected by joining our email group: bit.ly/STMparents

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP

Lunch at My Parents Basement
Rosary at the Catholic Center at 1pm
(weather permitting)

ONLINE SYNOD EXAMEN

Haven’t been able to attend an inperson listening session to share your
experience of church—or do you have
a friend or relative (Catholic or not)
whose voice would be important to
share? We invite you to participate in
our online Synod Examen. You can
also share the link with:

* Adult children who no longer participate in the church
* A friend who is a former Catholic
* Anyone whom you think the Church should hear from

Members of the S Factor meet in the St. Julie Room.

Pray and respond at bit.ly/synodexamen

SCHOOL NEWS
KINDERGARTEN ENGINEERS AND PHYSICISTS

Children make great scientists. They’re inquisitive and curious as they explore the natural world. In their recent
STREAM (Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Art,
Math) class, our kindergartners set out into their familiar
world – our school’s campus – with fresh eyes and arms full
of iPads to document their discoveries about ramps. Where
do you see ramps? What do ramps look like? How do they
behave? How does the angle or length of a ramp affect
items interacting with it? STREAM offers fun and innovative
ways for students to cultivate critical thinking skills such as
observing, creating, data evaluating and analyzing, and communicating in order to help prepare this young generation
to think as engineers and physicists!

7TH GRADE BOOK TASTING IN LIT CIRCLE CAFÉ!

At Lit Circle Café, the tables were set, the music played
gently in the background, and the “book menus” were ready
for our 7th graders to order and “taste test” some new
literature! With a menu at every plate and an arrangement
of books in the center, the book tastings allowed students
to engage in a self-guided analysis of the books while
learning how to manage an academic conversation using
prompts. At the tables, you could hear the students talking
to each other about the content of the texts and getting
excited about various books. “Taste testing” books helped
them get to know their favorite book “flavors,” and, best of
all, students were supported in making an informed choice
for their upcoming book club and feeling truly inspired to
dig into their next book!

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

YOUTH NEWS
CHILDRENS' PROGRAMMING NOW OPEN

SPARK, IGNITE, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd registration is now open. Visit stmgaparish.org/youth to register.

WE NEED YOU!

If you are interested in sharing your faith with children, either through serving as a Vacation Bible School
volunteer or as a small group conversation partner in STM's Confirmation Prep Program, please reach
out to Stewart Voegtlin, STM Director of Youth Faith Formation: svoegtlin@stmga.org.

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More Confirmation registration for the 2022-23 is now open. Our program, which begins in Aug. 2022 and
ends in Dec. 2022, consists of 10 in-person small group conversations over five months. We meet on Wed. evenings in
Mulhern Hall from 7:00pm until 8:15pm. Children who wish to be confirmed must attend at least eight of the 10 sessions.
Please submit your child’s info here: stmgaparish.org/youth

FAITH IN ACTION
NOVENA FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

In the Catholic tradition, a Novena is an ancient prayer
tradition, consisting of prayer for a specific intention over
the course of nine days. Through this Novena for Racial
Justice, the Jesuit and broader Catholic network is invited to
unite in prayer for nine days, framed in the example of
Catholic saints and servants of God who provide a witness
and example for us in our work for racial justice.
Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of Venerable
Augustus Tolton, who escaped from slavery and became the
first Black priest in the United States. May we be inspired by
his confidence in fulfilling the pastoral and ministerial work
of God’s kingdom in Black Catholic parishes, despite
frequently facing pervasive racism in the Catholic Church.
Venerable Augustus Tolton, intercede and obtain for us
from God the grace of continued confidence in fulfilling the
will of God, and the grace of commitment to working
diligently for racial equity in our own local parishes, schools,
and communities. vocation in the face of oppression.

community members and conduct surveys evaluating their
level of need in addition to other details. The count will take
place throughout the city, and groups of volunteers will be
assigned to specific regions.
Additional details will be provided to those who sign up to
help. There will be a mandatory training prior to the event,
and volunteers will be assigned to a team of
professionals. Volunteers are also needed to help behind
the scenes processing the data.
If you are interested in participating, please sign up at
bit.ly/volunteer_decatur. If you have any questions, please
call 678-615-0915 or email Sherry.jackman@decaturga.com.

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION AT STM

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Faith in Action is inviting STM parishioners to participate in
a count and survey of the unhoused community in Decatur.
The City of Decatur is partnering with Frontline Response to
conduct a citywide unhoused point in time count on Wed.,
April 20 from 8am to 12pm and Thurs., April 21 from 7pm
to 11pm. The count will be conducted for the purpose of
collecting data that will inform policy and programming
decisions related to homelessness in Decatur. Volunteers
will have the opportunity to get to know unhoused

COMMUNITY NEWS
ABORTION: HUMAN RIGHT OR INHUMANE WRONG?—A THOUGHTFUL DEBATE

Tues., April 12 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at the Emory School of Medicine. Two authors who have written on the issue of
abortion, Trent Horn and Dr. Nathan Nobis, will engage in a thoughtful debate on whether abortion is generally right or
wrong and whether it should generally be legal or illegal. This event is open to the public. Visit: EMSFLDebate.rsvpify.com

SEEKING WHOLENESS IN AN AGE OF FRAGMENTS

Thurs., April 21, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at Emory’s Cannon Chapel. Hosted by the Aquinas Center at Emory and led by Sr. Ilia
Delio, OSF, this talk will focus on wholeness in nature, the rise of the individual and the disconnections that have ensued.
More info at https://bit.ly/aquinas_catherinesiena2022.

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA’S LAUDATO SI’ GREEN MASS RETURNS IN-PERSON FOR 2022

All are invited to join us for the Laudato Si’ Green Mass on Tuesday, May 17, 6:00 pm at St. John Neumann Catholic
Church, located at 801 Tom Smith Road SW, Lilburn, Georgia 30047. Bishop Joel M. Konzen S.M. will celebrate the Mass.
A reception will follow.

