A Ministry of the Jesuits

April 17th, 2022—EASTER SUNDAY
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION
nd
Friday, April 22 from 6:15 pm
to 8:30 pm. In Mulhern & the
courtyard. See page 6 for details.

EASTER EGG HUNT THIS SUNDAY
The Knights of Columbus will be
hosting an Easter Egg hunt at 3pm.
Meet in the school parking lot!

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org

Thurs., April 21
Fri., April 22

Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org

Leslie Kochensparger †
Bill Maron †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Mary Maher
Bea Runnion
John Foley
Edward Dieser Jr.
John Boyle
David Moss

Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org

Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
SWindon@stmga.org

Pope Francis’ April Prayer Intention
For health care workers—We pray for health
care workers who serve the sick and the
elderly, especially in the poorest countries;
may they be adequately supported by
governments and local communities.

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to communicate directly
with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., April 18

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Parish Library

Tues., April 19

Rosary Group—8:00 am to 9:00 am—Zoom
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed., April 20

Tai Chi—6:15 pm to 7:15 pm—Mulhern Hall
Centering Prayer Group—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Zoom

Fri., April 22

Earth Day Parish Event & Movie Night—6:15 pm to 8:30 pm—Courtyard and Mulhern

Sat., April 23

Tai Chi—7:45 am to 8:45 am—Mulhern Hall

Sat., April 24

Catechesis of the Good Shephard (Group B) - 9:00 am to 10:00 am—CGS Atrium
SPARK (Section B & C) - 9:00 am to 10:00 am

FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parishioners:
Happy Easter! We celebrate together
with Christians around the world the
most important feast of the year, when
God raised Jesus out of death to life
revealing to us that our God is a God
promising us always new life. As the
preface to the Eucharistic prayer for
Easter says, “by dying he has destroyed
our death, and by rising, restored our life.” Resurrection is not
just an event of two thousand years ago, nor is it just something
we look forward to in the future. God’s resurrection of Jesus
changes the way we live today. We live freed from the power of
sin and freed from the power of death, empowered by God’s
promise to live joyfully and to confront the challenges of our
lives with generosity, hope, love, and courage.
We know that the Easter resurrection we proclaim is not about
sweeping the cross under the rug, pretending like it never
happened. We realize that God’s gift of new life came through
the cross. So our Easter celebration enables us to be present
to the suffering that is still happening around us, perhaps in
particular people we know who are bearing great burdens, or
in our world, as in the senseless war and suffering of Ukraine.
God’s promise of always new life sustains and empowers us to
respond to the crosses of today not with despair or resignation
or destructiveness, but with patient faith, generous sacrifice,
and hope-filled love for all of God’s children, just as Jesus did.
The implications of Easter resurrection are so profound that
they are hard for us to absorb. No wonder as church we have
an entire Easter season to reflect together and be drawn more
fully into this mystery of the great and transforming gift God
given us.
As we celebrate the promise of new life embodied in Easter,
perhaps the most concrete symbol we share of what new life
feels like is the easing of the burdens of Covid. After more that
two years, we can breathe again, more often without masks
and beginning to take more opportunities to gather together
in person. Though as I write this letter some time in advance,
I wonder what the trajectory will be at the time it appears. We
know this particular gift is fragile, even as we have faith that
God’s promise of Easter life is enduring. But we relish the
symbol and plan for the new opportunities to which it points.
I would like to take this opportunity to update you on various
things going on in our parish, ways that new life is happening
for us.
We are completing the parish-level phase of the universal
synod of the Church, reflecting on our experience of journeying
together as church, listening to each other, and striving to hear
where God’s Spirit may be leading us. Our parish has made a
significant investment in the synodal process, and we look
forward to the fruits it can produce. We have held 22 listening
sessions in which approximately 175 parishioners have
participated. We are still synthesizing what we have heard in
those sessions, and we will be sharing those results in a report
to the parish soon. I hope that those results, particularly from
the questions about the local church, will give us clear direction
on where parishioners want us to strive to improve and grow
the life of our parish.
While our processing of the results is ongoing, and least two
initial results stand out. First, participants found the process
very meaningful, and they enjoyed talking about important
topics of faith and church directly with other parishioners. They
were moved by the opportunity to articulate and share their
experience and to listen to the experience of each other.
Second, there is a great desire to make our parish more welcoming and to enhance the quality and opportunities of our
community life together. More to come!

At least an initial step on that desire for welcome, and another
place of new life in our parish, is the restarting of our welcome
committee. That work has been partly slowed because of
ongoing staff shortages in the parish, but that committee is
now underway.
We will also be renewing our Parish Council. With a reduced size
of the Council to start, several people moving away, and others
finishing their terms, only three members of the current Council
will be continuing into next year. New members will soon be
added to reestablish a full and active Council. The Parish Council
serves as an advisory body to the pastor, particularly on big
picture items and long-range vision for the parish. At this
moment in particular, the Parish Council will have a valuable role
in discerning how we wish to respond to what parishioners have
told us through the synod. Both our Finance Council and our
Social Justice Committee also continue to be active and effective
in helping lead our parish.

Earlier this year we completed a successful appeal to support
our offertory. Parishioners who chose the title for this appeal—
Together in Faith—wanted to communicate the value we place
on being together in community and that we are not just any
community, but a community rooted in a shared faith and
seeking to deepen that faith. As part of the appeal, 378 families
completed intention cards reflecting an annual commitment of
$930,000 to our offertory. For those families, collectively that
commitment reflects a 14% increase over their contributions
last year. What a great vote of hope this is in the ministry and
future of our parish! An offertory appeal is an important part of
fostering a shared culture of support for our programs and
staffing, which strive to cultivate the faith of each adult and child
in our parish and bring us together. I am very grateful to the
parishioners who have made this generous commitment.
In my Christmas letter, I mentioned that we would soon be
restarting the master planning process in our parish. The
master plan for the parish campus was completed shortly
before the onset of Covid, but moving forward on that plan was
put on hold because of the pandemic. We consulted with some
of the people involved in that planning process and with the
leadership councils in the parish, and we decided that the
passage of time has given us the opportunity to take a fresh
look at that plan. We can revisit the plan and also consider
alternative new concept designs that could meet the identified
needs of the parish. The Archbishop has given us permission
to extend the planning process in this way. We are now starting
that process, forming a parish planning committee and seeking
to engage with architects on developing those concepts.
There are many other signs of new life in our parish, but there
are two more I would like mention. We have a new tabernacle in
our chapel that makes adoration much more accessible in our
parish again. More people are coming to pray before the
Blessed Sacrament, and this new opportunity has been very
well received. Secondly, the first meeting of our new group for
LGBTQ Catholics and friends was well attended with a spirit of
gratitude and great energy among the group. This is an
important component of our parish’s desire to become a more
welcoming community.
As we enter the joy of the Easter season, we celebrate those
who are entering our Church through the sacraments of
initiation at the Easter Vigil. About one hundred young people
will be celebrating their First Eucharist at eight different Sunday
Masses over the coming weeks. We will also have baptisms at
some Masses and Confirmation. We rejoice in these signs of
God’s new life and the opportunity to welcome all these people
more fully into our community of faith.
On behalf of Fr. Kevin, the parish staff, and the Jesuit
Community, I wish you all a joyful celebration of Easter!
Fr. Bob

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3

RECONCILIATION

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM

RCIA

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951

* Donate via PayPal online on our website
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings or by scanning this QR code.
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SECOND COLLECTIONS

BAPTISM

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to April 24—Catholic Home Mission
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
May 1—STM - St. Vincent de Paul
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
May 15—Catholic Communications
The anointing can be given multiple times.
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. The goal for our parish is
$154,900. It is not too late to make a pledge or donation; simply
complete a pledge card located on the information table in the
Narthex, or online at donate.archatl.com.

To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on Please make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and the designation box. Find us under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”
Please prayerfully consider a gift to this year’s appeal. Beyond
what a single parish can provide, your generous gift to the
FUNERALS
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal allows us to continue our work
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
building strong parishes with intentional disciples and funding
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
archdiocese-wide initiatives that reach all the faithful in north
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
and central Georgia, that we may be Transformed in Christ.
funeral planning.
Your gift impacts more than 1,000,000 Catholics…
93 parishes, 10 missions and 5 pastoral centers enriching
CHAPEL
over 1,190,000 Catholics, 7,715 students are being served in
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
our 15 archdiocesan elementary schools, 3 archdiocesan high
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
schools and 6 independent Catholic schools. There are
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.
52,146 students in parish religious education programs.
9 college campus ministries for outreach and evangelization
to more than 7 million people in north and central Georgia.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

SUMMER BOOK STUDY—AN ALTAR IN THE WORLD

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Thursdays, June 16-July 21, 7:00 pm
Barbara Brown Taylor’s book shows us how to find the
sacred beyond the walls of the church, in everyday
life. The group will meet via Zoom.
Register: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

ONLINE WORKSHOP: IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS
April 27—June 1 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper
understanding of the Ignatian worldview
by studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual
Exercises, and Jesuit history. Sessions will
be led by the pastoral staff of Ignatius
House and St. Thomas More, addressing
the Ignatian themes of prayer, discernment, and freedom. Register
here: https://bit.ly/foundations422

THE JOY OF THE RESURRECTION
Monday, May 16 at 6:00 pm in Mulhern
We spend all of Lent with our eyes on
Calvary but often celebrate Easter for
only one day instead of the full 50. Join
author and speaker Meg HunterKilmer to study the risen Christ's encounters with the people he loved
and see how these stories can call us to deeper holiness. Bring your
Bibles!

Mondays—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall
and Zoom
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP

1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am,
Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com) All are invited to
the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email bachner@juno.com.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

Pizza will be provided! RSVP at stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

IGNATIUS HOUSE
PRAYER IN MOTION YOGA RETREAT
April 20 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
We all experience loss and grief at some time in our life. Those times can leave our
bodies and souls shaken and depleted. Come to Ignatius House to renew and recharge
during a special retreat that combines Ignatian Spirituality with the practice of yoga.
Register here: ignatiushouse.org/registration

2-NIGHT YOUNG ADULT RETREAT
April 22 @ 6:00 pm - April 24 @ 12:00 pm
Step away from daily routine and technology for a silent pause that gives you a
prayerful place to reflect objectively on your path using a 500-year-old method.
As an STM young adult, you can request $75 off this retreat! Just contact Andy at
aotto@stmga.org if you're interested. Register here: ignatiushouse.org/registration

2-NIGHT RETREAT: MINDFULNESS-BASED STRESS REDUCTION
April 29 @ 6:00 pm - May 1 @ 12:00 pm
The Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) retreat will teach the practice of
mindfulness meditation (present moment, non-judgmental awareness) and its
application to stress reduction, self-reflection and the mobilization of inner resources
to support health, healing, spiritual enrichment and personal growth. Register
here: ignatiushouse.org/registration

PARISH NEWS
ONLINE SYNOD EXAMEN

Haven’t been able to attend an
in-person listening session to
share your experience of
church—or do you have a
friend or relative (Catholic or
not) whose voice would be
important to share? We
invite you to participate in
our online Synod Examen. You
can also share the link with:

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION AT STM!

* Adult children who longer participate in the church
* A friend who is a former Catholic
* Anyone whom you think the Church should hear from

Pray and respond at bit.ly/synodexamen
LGBTQ+ CATHOLICS & FRIENDS: SOCIAL GATHERING

Thursday, April 28, 7pm - Twain’s Brewpub
Join us for a social gathering
at Twain’s for an evening of
fellowship, as we continue to
build up this community. All
are welcome! RSVP to Andy
at aotto@stmga.org.

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP

Meet other families on the second Sunday of each month
at the church playground after the 10:15 am Mass. Stay
connected by joining our email group: bit.ly/STMparents

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

The Grief Support group meets the first Saturday of each
month from 6:30-8:00pm in the St. Julie Room. The group
is facilitated by Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a parishioner and
a professional counselor/ therapist with a specialty in
individual and couples therapy.

SCHOOL NEWS
TEACHING GIVING

SWEET REWARDS IN PRE-K!

How do you teach a child to be kind and generous and feel
good about giving to others? Create opportunities so they
can experience first-hand what it feels like to share with
others. Talk about their feelings when they share or give to
another and ask them how that act makes them feel. Praise
their efforts when they share or give. At school, our
kindergartners have many opportunities to learn how to
“reach out to the world as the hands of Christ”…even
during a math class! Each child had a certain amount of
money and had to decide to which charities they would
give. When being generous feels personal and gratifying,
children can discover for themselves that giving really is
the best gift of all.

Learning is joyful at Saint Thomas More Catholic School,
and teaching children how to be part of our joyful learning
community begins in Pre-K with fostering kindness and
empathy towards others. When our class of Pre-K “Cubs”
does something kind for others, they earn a “Drop in the
Bucket” – based on the book “How Full is Your Bucket?”
We foster this growth in their ability to show kindness
and empathy and praise their efforts along the way with
rewards. Recently, they reached their goal of “Drops in the
Bucket”, and they got to choose a reward to celebrate.
Here they are celebrating their kindness and empathy with
a Castle Party!

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

YOUTH NEWS
CHILDRENS' PROGRAMMING NOW OPEN

SPARK, IGNITE, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd registration is now open. Visit stmgaparish.org/youth to register.

WE NEED YOU!

If you are interested in sharing your faith with children, either through serving as a Vacation Bible
School volunteer or as a small group conversation partner in STM's Confirmation Prep Program,
please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin, STM Director of Youth Faith Formation: svoegtlin@stmga.org.

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More Confirmation registration for the 2022-23 year opens this spring. Our program, which begins in August
2022 and ends in December 2022, consists of 10 in-person small group conversations over five months. We meet on
Wednesday evenings in Mulhern Hall from 7:00pm until 8:15pm. Children who wish to be confirmed must attend at least
eight of the 10 sessions. Please submit your child’s info here: stmgaparish.org/youth

FAITH IN ACTION
NOVENA FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

In the Catholic tradition, a Novena is an
ancient prayer tradition, consisting of prayer
for a specific intention over the course of
nine days. Through this Novena for Racial
Justice, the Jesuit and broader Catholic
network is invited to unite in prayer for nine
days, framed in the example of Catholic
saints and servants of God who provide a
witness and example for us in our work for racial justice.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Faith in Action is inviting STM parishioners to participate in
a count and survey of the unhoused community in Decatur.
The City of Decatur is partnering with Frontline Response to
conduct a citywide unhoused point in time count on Wed.,
April 20 from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm and Thurs., April 21 from
7:00 pm to 11:00 pm. The count will be conducted for the
purpose of collecting data that will inform policy and
programming decisions related to homelessness in Decatur.
Volunteers will have the opportunity to get to know
unhoused community members and conduct surveys
Beautiful and magnificent God, we thank you evaluating their level of need in addition to other details.
for the gift of Sister Thea Bowman. Her work The count will take place throughout the city, and groups
to dismantle racial and cultural barriers
of volunteers will be assigned to specific regions.
shows us how to work to seek equity, peace,
and reconciliation during times of ignorance Additional details will be provided to those who sign up to
and intolerance.
help. There will be a mandatory training prior to the event,
and volunteers will be assigned to a team of professionals.
Servant of God, Thea Bowman, intercede and obtain for us Volunteers are also needed to help behind the scenes
processing the data.
from God the graces and favors we ask through your
intercession, especially the grace of both breaking down
If you are interested in participating, please sign up at
barriers in our Church and society and of using our gifts,
bit.ly/volunteer_decatur. If you have any questions, please
talents, and creativity in doing so.
call 678-615-0915 or email Sherry.jackman@decaturga.com.

COMMUNITY NEWS
SEEKING WHOLENESS IN AN AGE OF FRAGMENTS
Thursday, April 21, 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm at Emory’s Cannon Chapel. Hosted by the Aquinas Center at Emory and led by
Sr. Ilia Delio, OSF, this talk will focus on wholeness in nature, the rise of the individual and the disconnections that have
ensued. More info at https://bit.ly/aquinas_catherinesiena2022.

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA’S LAUDATO SI’ GREEN MASS RETURNS IN-PERSON FOR 2022
All are invited to join us for the Laudato Si’ Green Mass on Tuesday, May 17, 6:00 pm at St. John Neumann Catholic
Church, located at 801 Tom Smith Road SW, Lilburn, Georgia 30047. Bishop Joel M. Konzen S.M. will celebrate the Mass.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING
Mondays and Thursdays during school year; 3-5 p.m.; virtual tutoring sponsored by Catholic Charities Atlanta. Serves
second and third grade students who attend Indian Creek Elementary School in Clarkston. Contact: Mary Cloyce Collins
at mcollins@ccatlanta.org.

COUPLES CELEBRATING 50TH AND 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2022
The Archdiocese of Atlanta would like to honor couples married in 1972 and 1962 with an invitation to a Golden/Diamond
Wedding Anniversary Mass on Saturday, August 13, 2022, at noon at Saint Brigid Catholic Church. A light reception will
follow the Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Please go to http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass

