A Ministry of the Jesuits

April 24th, 2022—2nd Sunday of Easter
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

ONLINE WORKSHOP:
IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS
April 27—June 1 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper
understanding of the Ignatian worldview
by studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual
Exercises, and Jesuit history. See page 5.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org

Monday, April 25th

Darija Pichanick, Parish Administrator
dpichanick@stmga.org

th

Tuesday, April 26
Thursday. April 28th
Friday, April 29th

Dwi Hardjono †
Johannes Margaretha Darmawana †
Anthony Tumpson
Michael Moon
Thomas Mathews †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Mary Maher
Bea Runnion
John Foley
Edward Dieser Jr.
John Boyle
David Moss
Shelly Turner
Anthony Tumpson

Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org

Carol Palmer, Business Manager
cpalmer@stmga.org

Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
SWindon@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:
Regina Hennessy

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Pope Francis’ April Prayer Intention
For health care workers—We pray for health
care workers who serve the sick and the
elderly, especially in the poorest countries;
may they be adequately supported by
governments and local communities.

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris,
Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to communicate directly
with Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., April 24

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Parish Library

Tues., April 26

Rosary Group—8:00 am to 9:00 am—Zoom
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed., April 27

Tai Chi—6:15 pm to 7:15 pm—Mulhern Hall
Centering Prayer Group—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Zoom
Ignatian Foundations Course—7:30 pm to 9:00 pm—Zoom

Sat., April 30

Tai Chi—7:45 am to 8:45 am—Mulhern Hall

REMEMBERING LENT AT STM
OUTDOOR WALKING STATIONS OF THE CROSS
The outdoor Walking Stations of the Cross was a great success! More than 25 pilgrims from various ministries
and communities braved the wind and unusually cool temperatures to participate in this unique lenten journey
focused on Catholic Social Teaching through downtown Decatur. Many thanks to our parochial vicar, Father
Kevin Hughes who opened with prayer and journeyed with us.

BLESSING BAG LENTEN SERVICE PROJECT

Matthew 25:40 "‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’
The St. Thomas More Social Justice Committee would like to thank all of our generous donors and volunteers
who participated in the Blessing Bag Lenten Service Project. We shattered our 100 bag goal and assembled
200+ bags! Additionally, we have a surplus of food donations to distribute to community food pantries. Thank
you for putting your faith in action!"

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3

RECONCILIATION

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM

RCIA

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951

* Donate via PayPal online on our website
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings or by scanning this QR code.
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SECOND COLLECTIONS

BAPTISM

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to May 1—STM - St. Vincent de Paul
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
May 15—Catholic Communications
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
June 12—STM - St. Vincent de Paul
The anointing can be given multiple times.
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. The goal for our parish is
$154,900. It is not too late to make a pledge or donation; simply
complete a pledge card located on the information table in the
Narthex, or online at donate.archatl.com.

To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on Please make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and the designation box. Find us under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”
Please prayerfully consider a gift to this year’s appeal. Beyond
what a single parish can provide, your generous gift to the
FUNERALS
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal allows us to continue our work
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
building strong parishes with intentional disciples and funding
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
archdiocese-wide initiatives that reach all the faithful in north
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
and central Georgia, that we may be Transformed in Christ.
funeral planning.
Your gift impacts more than 1,000,000 Catholics…
93 parishes, 10 missions and 5 pastoral centers enriching
CHAPEL
over 1,190,000 Catholics, 7,715 students are being served in
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
our 15 archdiocesan elementary schools, 3 archdiocesan high
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
schools and 6 independent Catholic schools. There are
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.
52,146 students in parish religious education programs.
9 college campus ministries for outreach and evangelization
to more than 7 million people in north and central Georgia.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

ONLINE WORKSHOP: IGNATIAN FOUNDATIONS

WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

April 27—June 1 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Ignatian Foundations offers a deeper
understanding of the Ignatian worldview
by studying Ignatius’ life, the Spiritual
Exercises, and Jesuit history. Sessions will
be led by the pastoral staff of Ignatius
House and St. Thomas More, addressing
the Ignatian themes of prayer,
discernment, and freedom. Register here: https://bit.ly/foundations422

Mondays—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Mulhern Hall
and Zoom
Contact Sarah Otto sotto@ignatiushouse.org

THE JOY OF THE RESURRECTION

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP

Monday, May 16 at 6:00 pm in Mulhern
We spend all of Lent with our eyes
on Calvary but often celebrate
Easter for only one day instead of
the full 50. Join author and speaker
Meg Hunter-Kilmer to study the
risen Christ's encounters with the
people he loved and see how
these stories can call us to deeper
holiness. Bring your Bibles! Pizza will be provided! RSVP at
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am,
Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com) All are invited to
the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

SUMMER BOOK STUDY—AN ALTAR IN THE
WORLD

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email bachner@juno.com.

CENTERING PRAYER

Thursdays, June 16-July 21, 7:00 pm
Barbara Brown Taylor’s book shows us how to find the
sacred beyond the walls of the church, in everyday life.
The group will meet via Zoom.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
2-NIGHT RETREAT: MINDFULNESS-BASED STRESS REDUCTION
April 29 @ 6:00 pm - May 1 @ 12:00 pm
The Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) retreat will teach the practice of
mindfulness meditation (present moment, non-judgmental awareness) and its
application to stress reduction, self-reflection and the mobilization of inner resources
to support health, healing, spiritual enrichment and personal growth. Register
here: ignatiushouse.org/registration

2-NIGHT SCIENCE & RELIGION RETREAT (SEMI-SILENT)
May 13 @ 6:00 pm - May 15 @ 12:00 pm
During this semi-silent retreat, Directed by John Cressler, PhD will unpack this on-going
and fascinating evolving dialogue between science and religion/spirituality in a casual,
friendly, approachable way, exposing you to the series of inward and outward journeys,
exploring the marvels of modern science (e.g., cosmology, biology, the quantum realm),
and what those discoveries mean for religion/spirituality and the future of humanity.

INTERFAITH PROGRAM: THE POETICS OF MYSTICAL UNION
May 22 @ 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
What do the mystics of Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism have in common? Explore their
passionate love for the Divine and their poetry in an evening seminar at Ignatius House
led by Br. Minlab Dallh, OP, a Dominican friar.

PARISH NEWS
LGBTQ+ CATHOLICS & FRIENDS: SOCIAL GATHERING

Thursday, April 28, 7:00 pm - Twain’s Brewpub
Join us for a social gathering at Twain’s for an evening of fellowship, as we continue
to build up this community. All are welcome! RSVP to Andy at aotto@stmga.org.

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP

Meet other families on the second Sunday of each month at the church
playground after the 10:15 am Mass. Stay connected by joining our email
group: bit.ly/STMparents

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

The Grief Support group meets the first Saturday of each month from 6:30-8:00 pm in
the St. Julie Room. The group is facilitated by Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a parishioner and
a professional counselor/ therapist with a specialty in individual and couples therapy.

SCHOOL NEWS
REACHING OUT TO THE WORLD AS THE
HANDS OF CHRIST

SCIENCE FAIR WINNERS!

Congratulations and praise for two of STM’s stellar
scientists, 7th grader Sam and 6th grader Gabriela Elisa, for
Our students collected school supplies for Ukrainian
st
nd
refugee children as well as items for pocket vacuum-sealed their 1 and 2 in the DeKalb Regional Science and
Engineering Fair! As regional winners, they recently
first-aid kits for those who are administering emergency
competed as finalists in the Georgia Science and
care to people in Ukraine. STM’s mission statement “to
Engineering Fair—Georgia’s premier forum for students to
reach out to the world as the hands of Christ” empowers
our students to put their faith into action. Thank you to STM share their original research with some of the top scientists
in Georgia. Sam competed in Physics and Astronomy with
parents Courtney Ryan of The Lumistella Company and
his project, “Which Paper Airplane Model Has the Best
Daniel Yee, leader of STM Pack 551, for providing us with
Stability?”, and Gabriela Elisa received Fourth Honors in the
these opportunities to serve.
Junior Division and placed in the top 25% for presentation
and project methodology with her project, “Pill Pro 3000.”
We’re so proud of both!

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

YOUTH NEWS
CHILDRENS' PROGRAMMING NOW OPEN

SPARK, IGNITE, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd registration is now open. Visit stmgaparish.org/youth to register.

WE NEED YOU!

If you are interested in sharing your faith with children, either through serving as a Vacation Bible
School volunteer or as a small group conversation partner in STM's Confirmation Prep Program,
please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin, STM Director of Youth Faith Formation: svoegtlin@stmga.org.

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More Confirmation registration for the 2022-23 year opens this spring. Our program, which begins in August
2022 and ends in December 2022, consists of 10 in-person small group conversations over five months. We meet on
Wednesday evenings in Mulhern Hall from 7:00pm until 8:15pm. Children who wish to be confirmed must attend at least
eight of the 10 sessions. Please submit your child’s info here: stmgaparish.org/youth

FAITH IN ACTION
CARE FOR CREATION CORNER

NOVENA FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

In the Catholic tradition, a Novena is an ancient prayer
tradition, consisting of prayer for a specific intention over
the course of nine days. Through this Novena for Racial
Justice, the Jesuit and broader Catholic network is invited
to unite in prayer for nine days, framed in the example of
Catholic saints and servants of God who provide a witness
and example for us in our work for racial justice.
Gentle and loving God, we thank you
for the examples of holy men and
women who tirelessly work for justice. St. Katharine Drexel, patron
saint of racial justice, tells us, “(Jesus)
loved every human being as the image of God.” May you enable us to
follow her example in boldly loving
every human as an image of you.
St. Katharine Drexel, intercede and obtain for us from God
the grace of leaving behind what is comfortable for what is
just, to liberate all of God’s people from the sin of white
supremacy and anti-Blackness.

Spring Cleaning and declutter closets
Cleaning out your closet can be overwhelming, so go in with
a plan. Prepare by setting aside some time and marking it
in your calendar. Start by taking every last item out,
including your hangers, and placing them on your bed. Now
you can’t go to sleep until you finish the project, giving you
no excuse to stop until you’re done.
Now it’s time to figure out what’s not going back in your
closet. Use this list to easily decide what to purge.
* Clothes that don’t fit.

* Anything you have multiples of.
* Items that no longer suit your style.
* Apparel you haven’t worn or only used once.
* Things you used to wear often but now dislike.
* Accessories and items that can’t be styled with other
clothing.
* Anything you tell yourself you’ll get repaired or altered
but haven’t.
You can donate, sell or give a friend any of the above items
that are in good condition.
For more info, go to: https://bit.ly/creation_corner

COMMUNITY NEWS
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA’S LAUDATO SI’ GREEN MASS RETURNS IN-PERSON FOR 2022
All are invited to join us for the Laudato Si’ Green Mass on Tuesday, May 17, 6:00 pm at St. John Neumann Catholic
Church, located at 801 Tom Smith Road SW, Lilburn, Georgia 30047. Bishop Joel M. Konzen S.M. will celebrate the Mass.

COUPLES CELEBRATING 50TH AND 60TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2022
The Archdiocese of Atlanta would like to honor couples married in 1972 and 1962 with an invitation to a Golden/Diamond
Wedding Anniversary Mass on Saturday, August 13, 2022, at noon at Saint Brigid Catholic Church. A light reception will
follow the Mass for the anniversary couples and their families. Space is limited. Please go to http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass
to RSVP for this event and for additional information.

