A Ministry of the Jesuits

May 22, 2022—6th Sunday of Easter
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM

SYNOD RESULTS AT STM
As our Church around the world completes
the local listening phase of the Synod about
our experience of journeying together as
church, we are pleased to report what we
heard in our listening sessions at STM. A full
report of our results is available on our
website: stmgaparish.org/synod

SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

NOW HIRING!

Join our team!
We are seeking a full-time
accounting manager
and a part-time
youth faith
formation assistant.
See page 6 for details.

MAY COLLECTIONS FOR DEAM—LAST WEEKEND!
STM will be collecting toiletries for the Food Pantry at DEAM this
weekend. Please leave the donations for the following items in the
Narthex marked for DEAM: Toilet paper, bar soap (preferable: Dial or
Ivory), small shampoo bottles, women’s deodorant, small mouthwash bottles,
depends (Wm M or XL). Thank you for your continued support. Please feel
free to contact patsywar@bellsouth.net if you have any questions.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Thurs., May 26, 2022

Dwi Hardjono †
Johannes & Margaretha
Darmawan †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Martha Catel
Sharon Hulette
Bea Runion
John Foley
Edward Dieser Jr.
David Moss
Mary Maher
Michael Moon
Shelly Turner
Anthony Tumpson
Joseph McGauley

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Leigh Holbrook, Parish Administrator
lholbrook@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
SWindon@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

Pray for those who were baptized:
Rowan Richard Gordon
Riley Lynne Ross
Julia Frances Johnson

Pope Francis’ May Prayer Intention
Faith-Filled Young People
We pray for all young people, called to live
life to the fullest; may they see in Mary’s
life the way to listen, the depth
of discernment, the courage that faith
generates, and the dedication to service.

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Larry Diehl, Moira Faris, Juliette Johnson, Johnathon Kelso, Chris Marquardt, and Elizabeth Small. Parishioners who wish to communicate directly with
Council members can do so at: parishcouncil@stmga.org.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., May 23

Jerry Pendrick’s Bible Study—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Parish Library

Tues., May 2

Rosary Group—8:00 am to 9:00 am—Zoom
RCIA Weekly Meeting—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Mulhern Hall

Wed., May 25

Centering Prayer Group—7:00 pm to 8:30 pm—Zoom
Ignatian Foundations Course—7:30 pm to 9:00 pm—Zoom

Sat., May 28

DEAM Food Drive—Narthex
Thai Chi—7:30am to 9:00am—Mulhern Hall

Mon., May 30

Memorial Day—Parish Office Closed

COMMUNITY CORNER—GET TO KNOW FELLOW PARISHIONERS
Welcome to our new Community Corner where we will share profiles of STM parishioners so you can learn more about our
community members. If you would like to participate, please send an email to news@stmga.org or call the parish office.

MEET CALLIE TABOR

My name is Callie Tabor and I moved to Atlanta seven years ago to pursue my PhD in
Theology at Emory University. After searching for a parish home for a while, I settled at St.
Thomas More around the time the Jesuits arrived. Following my PhD, I started working
fulltime as Associate Director of the Aquinas Center of Theology. I have enjoyed the strong
relationship between our parish and the Center, especially working with the Catholic Lay
Interparish Partnership (CLIP) which has such committed representation from STM. It is a
gift to know so many lay people dedicated to fostering a more transparent and accountable
Church in which laity are invited to be co-responsible with clergy.
I had one of my most meaningful experiences at STM in Lent of
2018, when the parish set up a cross in the narthex and invited
anyone who had experienced or knew someone who had
experienced sexual harassment or gender-based violence to
put a butterfly on the cross as a visual representation of the
pervasiveness of these issues in our culture. In my life as a
Catholic, it was the first time I had ever been in a parish that provided space to openly and
intentionally consider the wounds inflicted on women and queer people in our culture. That
cross was a call to lament the suffering caused by gender-based injustice and violence and
to work for a society and Church that better reflect the dignity of all human beings made in
God’s image.

FAITH IN ACTION
EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS: SOCIAL JUSTICE TRACK
The Archdiocese of
Atlanta invites you to join
us at the 25th Eucharistic
Congress, June 17-18 at
the Georgia International
Convention Center. The
event features a new
Social Justice track on
Sat., June 18th from
11:00 am—4:00 pm. The
event is free to attend
and there is plenty of
parking! For more
information visit:
congress.archatl.com/track/social-justice/

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR: BUILDING STRONGER
COMMUNITIES

As part of the Washington
National Cathedral’s
Honest to God series,
David Brooks, founder of
Weave: The Social Fabric
Project, and Dr. Catherine
Meeks, Executive Director of The Absalom Jones Center for
Racial Healing, take a deep dive into the importance of local
relationships amid global challenges. May 23rd at 7pm. To
register, email: centerforracialhealing@episcopalatlanta.org

CARE FOR CREATION
Everything we buy needs some
kind of natural resources to make,
and aside from food almost
everything we buy ends up being
thrown away. On average, we
throw away more than 4 pounds
of garbage every day. Only about
a third of our garbage is recycled,
and much of what is left behind is
material such as plastics that will
take centuries or millennia to
break down in a landfill.

Pope Francis says we “are closely linked to a throwaway
culture.” He urges us “to adopt a circular model of
production capable of preserving resources for present
and future generations, while limiting as much as possible
the use of non-renewable resources, moderating their
consumption, maximizing their efficient use, reusing and
recycling them.”
Check out Facebook Repurpose + Upcycle = Inspiration for
more ideas.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3

RECONCILIATION

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM

RCIA

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951

* Donate via PayPal online on our website
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings or by scanning this QR code.
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SECOND COLLECTIONS

BAPTISM

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to May 15—Catholic Communications
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
June 12—STM - St. Vincent de Paul
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
June 26—Peter’s Pence
The anointing can be given multiple times.
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. The goal for our parish is
$154,900. It is not too late to make a pledge or donation; simply
complete a pledge card located on the information table in the
Narthex, or online at donate.archatl.com.

To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on Please make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and the designation box. Find us under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”
Please prayerfully consider a gift to this year’s appeal. Beyond
what a single parish can provide, your generous gift to the
FUNERALS
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal allows us to continue our work
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
building strong parishes with intentional disciples and funding
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
archdiocese-wide initiatives that reach all the faithful in north
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
and central Georgia, that we may be Transformed in Christ.
funeral planning.
Your gift impacts more than 1,000,000 Catholics…
93 parishes, 10 missions and 5 pastoral centers enriching
CHAPEL
over 1,190,000 Catholics, 7,715 students are being served in
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
our 15 archdiocesan elementary schools, 3 archdiocesan high
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
schools and 6 independent Catholic schools. There are
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.
52,146 students in parish religious education programs.
9 college campus ministries for outreach and evangelization
to more than 7 million people in north and central Georgia.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

SUMMER BOOK STUDY

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Thursdays, June 16-July 21, 7:00 pm
Barbara Brown Taylor’s book shows us how to find
the sacred beyond the walls of the church, in everyday
life. The group will meet via Zoom. Register:
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

Mondays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP
SUMMER LOVIN’ - IGNATIAN MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT NOW ON ZOOM!
Tuesdays, July 12 – August 2, 7:30-9pm
What does St. Ignatius tell us about
marriage? A lot! Join us for a 4-week
marriage enrichment program
drawing from the Spiritual Exercises
of Ignatius. Couples will be given
tools from Ignatian spirituality such
as the rules for the discernment of
spirits, a relationship Examen, imaginative prayer exercises, and
reflection activities to grow closer to God and one another. Hear also
from witness couples and a couples therapist. On the final week we
invite couples and their families to a celebratory picnic dinner at STM.
Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60 years, there’s always
more to explore in the great mystery of God (and love!). $50 fee per
couple. Register at bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage.

1st Tuesday of the month, 8:00am-9:00am,
Parish Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am9:00am, Zoom (for Zoom link, email
erin.e.brewster@gmail.com) All are invited to
the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email bachner@juno.com.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
2-NIGHT YOGA & IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY RETREAT

June 3 @ 6:00 pm - June 5 @ 12:00 pm
Directed by Mark Dannenfelser, MA, LPC and Kimberly Nettuno, MTS, RYT
Retreat assistant – Anita Hall, MA, CCC-SLP
Cura personalis is a Latin phrase which means “care for the whole person”. This 2-night
retreat is designed to do just that through prayer and meditation, movement and silence,
rest, and delicious healthy food. Yoga sessions will be designed for all levels by our
Registered Yoga Instructors, Mark and Kimberly. Register at www.ignatiushouse.org

5-NIGHT MINDFULNESS-BASED STRESS REDUCTION RETREAT

June 12 @ 6:00 pm - June 17 @ 1:00 pm
Directed by Mark Dannenfelser, MA, LPC
The Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) retreat includes meditation instruction,
short talks by mindfulness expert Mark Dannenfelser, MA, LPC, as well as guided sessions
of mindfulness meditation practice, including sitting meditation, walking meditation,
movement exercises and opportunities to practice mindfulness in everyday activities.

2-NIGHT RETREAT: MARY MAGDALENE – THE APOSTLE TO THE APOSTLES
June 17 @ 6:00 pm - June 19 @ 12:00 pm
Directed by Maria Cressler, MTS, and Sarah Otto, M.Div.
Back by popular demand! As a friend to Jesus, an important figure in the resurrection
story and a woman of great faith, Mary Magdalene has so much to teach us.

Maria Cressler, MTS, and Sara Otto, M. Div., will share how this incredible woman can
help us all grow in freedom, develop intimacy with Christ and cultivate the courage to be
witnesses in the world.
Visit ignatiushouse.org/registration to register.

PARISH NEWS
JOB OPENINGS AT STM

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR BAPTISM

St. Thomas More is seeking a part-time (20 hours per week,
10 months a year [August-May]) Youth Faith Formation
Assistant. The candidate will collaborate with the Director of Riley Ross with parents
Youth Faith Formation, plan and execute both Confirmation Jason and Rebecca.
Preparation (including Confirmation retreat, Mass, and
reception) and Rite of Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC)
programs. This position requires a flexible schedule, which
includes working evenings and weekends. Qualified
candidates must be practicing Catholics in good standing
with strong interpersonal and communication skills. A
college graduate with B.A. in theology (or related field) and
religious education/youth ministry experience is preferred.
Please send cover letter & resume to svoegtlin@stmga.org.
St. Thomas More is also seeking to hire an accounting
manager. This full-time position is responsible for managing
all accounting functions of the parish including accounts
payable, accounts receivable, general ledger, payroll,
financial stewardship, financial reporting, preparing the
annual budget, and administering parish salary and benefit
policies. An undergraduate degree in accounting is
preferred, though equivalent extensive bookkeeping
Julia Johnson shown with
experience will be considered. A qualified candidate will
parents Peter and Reid.
have excellent oral and written communication skills, wide
knowledge of accounting principles, proficiency in
accounting software, and at least three years accounting
experience. Work experience in a church or non-profit
setting is helpful. Send cover letter and resume by May 23
to jobopenings@stmga.org.

Rowan Gordan shown with
parents James and Emily.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

The Grief Support group meets the first Saturday of each
Meet other families on the second Sunday of each month at month from 6:30-8:00 pm in the St. Julie Room. The group
is facilitated by Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a parishioner and a
the church playground after the 10:15 am Mass. Stay conprofessional counselor/ therapist with a specialty in
nected by joining our email group: bit.ly/STMparents
individual and couples therapy. The next meeting will be
Saturday, June 4th.

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP

SCHOOL NEWS
INTRODUCING OUR NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR
SOCIETY INDUCTEES

“KIDS RULE THE SCHOOL” DAY!

Our Kids Rule the School Day
is always an exciting day in
We are proud to induct
May. At our Auction Gala in
our 2022-23 National
Junior Honor Society (NJHS) March, parents can bid to
members! Membership in have their child be a “Teacher
the STM chapter of NJHS is for a Day.” Then, on “Kids Rule
the School” Day, all the
earned through effective
students who won “Teacher
demonstration of five
for a Day” get the privilege of
qualities held in high
spending the day with their
esteem by the Society.
teacher, eating lunch in the
The five qualities are
Teachers’ Lounge, and planleadership, scholarship,
ning the lesson plans for the day. With almost 30 students
character, citizenship, and service. The NJHS is an
“being” their favorite teachers and staff for the day, they
organization that recognizes and encourages academic
truly ruled the school!
achievement while developing other characteristics
essential to citizens in a democracy. Congratulations to
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.
these students!

YOUTH NEWS
WE NEED YOU!

If you are interested in sharing your faith with children, either through serving as a SPARK
catechist (PK, 1st, 4th-5th Grades) or as a small group conversation partner in STM's Confirmation
Prep Program, please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin, STM Director of Youth Faith Formation:
svoegtlin@stmga.org.

CHILDRENS' PROGRAMMING NOW OPEN

SPARK, IGNITE, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd registration is now open. Visit stmgaparish.org/youth to register.

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More Confirmation registration for the 2022-23 year is now open. Our program, which begins in Aug. 2022
and ends in Dec. 2022, consists of 10 in-person small group conversations over five months. We meet on Wednesday
evenings in Mulhern Hall from 7:00 pm until 8:15 pm. Children who wish to be confirmed must attend at least eight of the
10 sessions. Please submit your child’s info here: stmgaparish.org/youth

COMMUNITY NEWS
"STRATEGIC AND SPIRITUAL VISION FOR YOUR LAW PRACTICE

The St. Thomas More Society is pleased to host a panel discussion entitled "Strategic and Spiritual Vision for Your Law
Practice" on Thursday, May 26 at 6:00 pm. The panel discussion will explore challenges and opportunities for lawyers to
live out their faith in their legal practice, drawing from both the Georgia Rules of Professional Conduct and the riches of
the Catholic faith. The event will be held at the Archdiocese of Atlanta Chancery, 2401 Lake Park Drive, SE, Smyrna, GA
30080. A reception will follow the panel discussion. Members of the Society who have paid their 2022 dues can attend the
event for free with one guest. The cost for all other attendees is $20. To register for the event, please contact Dan Hart at
dhart@seyfarth.com. Please register by May 24.

DINNER AND BINGO RETURNS TO ALL SAINTS ON MAY 26

Open to the community—FUN for everyone! All Saints Social Hall 2443 Mt.
Vernon Rd, Dunwoody. Doors open at 6:30pm. Bingo starts promptly at
7:30pm. Limited to the first 175 people. Delicious Italian dinner, desserts
and beverages available for purchase. The May dinner menu includes sausage, peppers & onions (a meatless selection is also available).

RETROUVAILLE PROGRAM

Not willing to let go of your marriage? Many couples continue to struggle in a marriage, but are not willing to give up on
each other. There is hope.
Retrouvaille is a program designed to help struggling marriages regain their health. It helps a husband and a wife
rediscover or re-awaken the love, trust and commitment that originally brought them together. The program is highly
successful in saving hurting marriages, even bringing reconciliation to couples who have already separated or divorced.
Retrouvaille is a peer ministry of volunteer couples that can help you learn the tools of healthy communication, build
intimacy and heal, just as they have done in their own marriages. For more information about our upcoming Retrouvaille
Weekend program, June 3-5, 2022, contact: Andy & Lilly @ 770.912.4743 or visit our website: HelpOurMarriage.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR STARVE WARS

Fri, June 17; 9 am-noon; Georgia International Convention Center, 2000 Convention Center
Concourse, College Park. Experienced volunteers with St. Vincent de Paul Society food drives
are needed to help sort and pack food at Starve Wars during this year’s Eucharistic Congress.
Contact: Jayna Hoffacker at jhoffacker@archatl.com or 404-920-7898 for more info.

50/60 ANNIVERSARY MASS

Sat, Aug. 13; noon; St. Brigid Church, 3400 Old Alabama Road, Johns Creek. The Archdiocese of Atlanta is celebrating
couples who were married in 1972 and 1962. Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will be the celebrant. A light
reception will follow the Mass for couples and their families. Contact: visit http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass for more
information and to RSVP.

REGIONAL DIRECTOR FOR THE SOUTH

The Ignatian Spirituality Project is seeking to hire a Regional Director for the South, which includes our ministry in Atlanta.
View the job description https://ispretreats.org/join-our-team/.

