A Ministry of the Jesuits

June 5, 2022—Pentecost
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910
SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

See page 5 for details.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Leigh Holbrook, Parish Administrator
lholbrook@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org

Pray for those who are sick:
Martha Catel, Sharon Hulette, Bea Runion, John Foley,
Edward Dieser Jr., David Moss, Mary Maher, Michael Moon,
Shelly Turner, Joseph McGauley

Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org

Pray for those who have died:
Sandra Blalock Maynard, former longtime parishioner passed
away May 24th, 2022

Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
SWindon@stmga.org

Welcome to our new parishioner:
Kurt D. Whiteley
Pray for those recently married on May 21st:
Ian Goldsmith and Jackie Kuntz
Pope Francis’ June Prayer Intention
Families
We pray for Christian families around the
world; may they embody and experience
unconditional love and advance in holiness
in their daily lives.

Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org

Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Erin Brewster, Janet Brooks,
Larry Diehl, Lindsey Farrell, Tanya Frazee, Johnathon Kelso, Kunle Oguneye, Drew Reynolds and Elizabeth Small. Leigh
Holbrook serves an ex officio role.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues., June 7

Not Your Mama’s Rosary Group—8:00am to 9:00am—Church

Wed., June 8

Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom

Sat., June 11

Tai Chi—7:30am to 9:00am—Mulhern Hall

Sun., June 12

Croatian Catholic Community Mass—1:00pm to 2:30pm—Church

Wed., June 15

Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom

Sat., June 18

Tai Chi—7:30am to 9:00am—Mulhern Hall

Wed., June 22

St. Thomas More Feast Day Mass & Reception—Mass at 6:30pm, Reception at 7:15pm

COMMUNITY CORNER—GET TO KNOW FELLOW PARISHIONERS
Welcome to our new Community Corner where we will share profiles of STM parishioners so you can learn more about our
community members. If you would like to participate, please send an email to news@stmga.org or call the parish office.

MEET MELANIE BIALKO LEETH
Melanie Bialko Leeth (pictured on the left) was
married at STM in 1993, has two children, and
has been a parishioner since 1998. She has been
involved with STM’s youth faith formation programs
since 2005, teaching kindergarten for over 10 years
and volunteering with both middle and high school
programs. Watching her children grow up in the
parish has brought her much joy, but some of her
fondest memories at STM were made with her
friend Lynn Overstreet (pictured here on the
right). “We would start each class with a gathering
song, and it was so moving when the children
would still themselves, listening to the music so
intently then breaking into song together. Hearing
the children’s voices singing in unison sounded so
angelic that at times it would bring tears to my
eyes.” There are many Catholic traditions she
loves, but most of all she loves joining hands with
her family and saying the blessing before a
meal. “We say an ‘older’ Catholic version of grace, as it’s how my father grew up saying it. My whole family still says it that
way, so even though it’s dated, there’s a personal history and feeling of love when we say it. I cherish the simple act of
holding hands with my family daily and giving thanks to God for so many blessings.” Since the passing of her father in
2016, her mother, Rebecca Bialko, moved closer to her and became a parishioner at STM as well.

“STM is and always will be family to me.”

FAITH IN ACTION
2022 EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS: COME TO ME

The Archdiocese of Atlanta invites you to join us at the
25th Eucharistic Congress, June 17-18 at the Georgia
International Convention Center. The event features a
teen track, dynamic speakers and lots of opportunities for
spiritual enrichment, including eucharistic adoration and
confession.
Be energized by music, inspired by dynamic speakers and
fellowship with other Catholics around the archdiocese! For
more information, please visit congress.archatl.com.

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR "STARVE WARS"

The war against hunger comes home with an all-new Starve Wars program in 2022. This
summer, we join forces with the Society of St. Vincent de Paul for a food drive of epic
proportions to benefit our brothers and sisters in need right here in Georgia.
After dropping off your donation to the truck in the parking lot at the Eucharistic Congress, join
us inside for activities and prayer and get a photo op with Star Wars characters!
See the full list of accepted items to donate. https://bit.ly/starvwars
For more information or to make a donation to support this event, please contact Jayna
Hoffacker, Associate Director of Justice and Peace Ministries, at
jhoffacker@archatl.com.
If you can't make it to the Eucharistic Congress, we will be collecting donations in the Narthex on June 11th and 12th and
members of the Social Justice Committee will take them to the donation site on Friday, June 17th.

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3

RECONCILIATION

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM

RCIA

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951

* Donate via PayPal online on our website
If you would like to explore the spirituality and teachings or by scanning this QR code.
of our Catholic faith contact Fran and Carl McColman at
rcia@stmga.org or register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

SECOND COLLECTIONS

BAPTISM

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close to June 12—STM - St. Vincent de Paul
death, but also for those who are seriously ill or infirm
June 26—Peter’s Pence
and in need of the community’s prayers and support.
July 10—Mission Cooperative Program
The anointing can be given multiple times.
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. The goal for our parish is
$154,900. It is not too late to make a pledge or donation; simply
complete a pledge card located on the information table in the
Narthex, or online at donate.archatl.com.

To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on Please make sure to select St. Thomas More Catholic Church in
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and the designation box. Find us under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”
click on “Worship and Sacraments.”
Please prayerfully consider a gift to this year’s appeal. Beyond
what a single parish can provide, your generous gift to the
FUNERALS
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal allows us to continue our work
In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
building strong parishes with intentional disciples and funding
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
archdiocese-wide initiatives that reach all the faithful in north
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
and central Georgia, that we may be Transformed in Christ.
funeral planning.
Your gift impacts more than 1,000,000 Catholics…
93 parishes, 10 missions and 5 pastoral centers enriching
CHAPEL
over 1,190,000 Catholics, 7,715 students are being served in
The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
our 15 archdiocesan elementary schools, 3 archdiocesan high
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
schools and 6 independent Catholic schools. There are
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.
52,146 students in parish religious education programs.
9 college campus ministries for outreach and evangelization
to more than 7 million people in north and central Georgia.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

SUMMER BOOK STUDY

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Thursdays, June 16 - July 21, 7pm
Barbara Brown Taylor’s book shows us how to find
the sacred beyond the walls of the church, in
everyday life. The group will meet via Zoom.
Register at: stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

Mondays, 7pm to 8:30pm, Zoom
Join Jerry each Monday in the Parish Library
or on Zoom to dive into the week’s
scriptures. Email jpendrick1@yahoo.com
for the Zoom link.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP
SEEKING REFUGE
Tuesday, June 21, 6pm, Mulhern Hall
Sponsored by the S Factor
The S Factor invites you to a
presentation by Vera Bej, born
in Ukraine 84 years ago. Vera
will share her family’s
harrowing but successful saga
as they escaped the WWII
Holocaust from Stalin and the
Nazis. She will compare the
present day Ukrainian refugee
to the refugees of World War II.
Her mother and three children eventually settled in Philadelphia, PA
later to be joined by her father, who had escaped a Soviet work camp.
Years later, Vera served as the principal of the local Ukranian School.
She has worked in education for close to 60 years. During her 30 year
tenure as a high school social studies teacher, she traveled with
students throughout the former Soviet Union and later Ukraine. After
retirement, Vera was selected to work as a Distinguished Educator for
the Pennsylvania Department of Education. She currently works at
Shippensburg University preschool and day care. Register at:
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

SUMMER LOVIN’ - IGNATIAN MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT NOW ON ZOOM!
Tuesdays, July 12 – August 2, 7:30-9pm
What does St. Ignatius tell us
about marriage? A lot! Join us for
a 4-week marriage enrichment
program drawing from the
Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius.
Couples will be given tools from
Ignatian spirituality such as the
rules for the discernment of
spirits, a relationship Examen, imaginative prayer exercises, and
reflection activities to grow closer to God and one another. Hear also
from witness couples and a couples therapist. On the final week we
invite couples and their families to a celebratory picnic dinner at STM.
Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60 years, there’s always
more to explore in the great mystery of God (and love!). $50 fee per
couple. Register at bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage.

1st Tuesday of the month, 8am-9am, Parish
Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am-9am, Zoom
(email erin.e.brewster@gmail.com) All are
invited to the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email bachner@juno.com.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
5-NIGHT MINDFULNESS-BASED STRESS
REDUCTION RETREAT

June 12 @ 6pm - June 17 @ 1pm
Directed by Mark Dannenfelser, MA, LPC
The Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction
(MBSR) retreat includes meditation instruction,
short talks by mindfulness expert Mark
Dannenfelser, MA, LPC.
Register at www.ignatiushouse.org

2-NIGHT RETREAT: MARY MAGDALENE
– THE APOSTLE TO THE APOSTLES
June 17 @ 6:00pm - June 19 @ 12:00pm
Back by popular demand! As a friend to Jesus,
an important figure in the resurrection story
and a woman of great faith, Mary Magdalene
has so much to teach us.
Register at www.ignatiushouse.org

WEEKLY IGNATIAN PRAYER
THE CONTEMPLATIO: AN IGNATIAN
PRAYER PODCAST
Each Wednesday, pray with
scripture, contemporary
Christian voices, and a
reflection by the Jesuits and
spiritual directors from
Ignatius House Jesuit
Retreat Center. Listen on
your podcast app. podcasts.apple.com

PARISH NEWS
SYNOD RESULTS AT STM
STM has completed the
parish phase of the synod
process. A parish committee
collated the notes and
comments from these
sessions into a high-level
summary report and a full
detailed report, both available
at stmgaparish.org/synod.

GET INVOLVED AT STM

If you would like to connect with
our programs or ministries at STM,
let us know! Click on the form, tell
us where you’d like to connect, and
we will reach out to you!

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Input from all parishes and groups around the world will be
synthesized at the diocesan level, then at the country/
regional level, and ultimately by the Synod of Bishops in
Rome in October 2023. An implementation phase will follow.

CROATIAN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

The Croatian Catholic Community will celebrate Mass on
Sun., June 12 at 1:00pm at St. Thomas More with a
reception following.

The Grief Support group meets the first Saturday of each
month from 6:30-8:00 pm in the St. Julie Room. The group
is facilitated by Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a parishioner and
a professional counselor/ therapist with a specialty in
individual and couples therapy.

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP

Meet other families on the second
Sunday of each month at the church
playground after the 10:15am Mass.
Stay connected by joining our email
group: bit.ly/STMparents

SCHOOL NEWS
PRE-K4* APPLICATION DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR
2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR.

SAINT THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC SCHOOL IS
HIRING!

This past year, our school was enriched with the addition of
our first ever Pre-K4 class. With its stellar success and the
increase in demand, we are pleased to announce the
addition of a second Pre-K4 class! For this addition, we are
extending the deadline to accept Pre-K4 applications. We
invite you to apply to our wonderful school home where
students experience joy in learning and live their Catholic
faith in action, all within the support of a loving, diverse, and
inclusive community. For additional information, contact
Admissions Director Eileen Maron at admissions@stmga.org
or apply at stmga.org/admissions1/online-applicationinformation.

Saint Thomas More Catholic School, serving PreK4 – 8
students, seeks a part-time Assistant Teacher for the 20222023 school year. Qualified candidates must possess a love
of children and enthusiasm for helping them grow and learn
in a loving, Catholic environment. Experience working with
young children is preferred. Please submit cover letter and
resume to kkissell@stmga.org.
For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

*must turn 4 before Sept. 1, 2022

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

YOUTH NEWS
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION JOB OPENING AT STM

St. Thomas More is seeking a part-time (20 hours per week, 10 months a year [August-May]) Youth Faith Formation
Assistant. The candidate will collaborate with the Director of Youth Faith Formation, plan and execute both Confirmation
Preparation (including Confirmation retreat, Mass, and reception) and Rite of Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC)
programs. This position requires a flexible schedule, which includes working evenings and weekends. Qualified
candidates must be practicing Catholics in good standing with strong interpersonal and communication skills. A
college graduate with B.A. in theology (or related field) and religious education/youth ministry experience is preferred.
Please send cover letter & resume to svoegtlin@stmga.org.

WE NEED YOU!

If you are interested in sharing your faith with children, either through serving as a SPARK
catechist (PK, 1st, 4th-5th Grades) or as a small group conversation partner in STM's Confirmation
Prep Program, please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin, STM Director of Youth Faith Formation:
svoegtlin@stmga.org.

CHILDRENS' PROGRAMMING NOW OPEN

SPARK, IGNITE, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd registration is now open. Visit stmgaparish.org/youth to register.

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More Confirmation registration for the 2022-23 year is now open. Our program, which begins in Aug. 2022
and ends in Dec. 2022, consists of 10 in-person small group conversations over five months. We meet on Wednesday
evenings in Mulhern Hall from 7:00 pm until 8:15 pm. Children who wish to be confirmed must attend at least eight of the
10 sessions. Please submit your child’s info here: stmgaparish.org/youth

COMMUNITY NEWS
SACRED RELICS OF THE SAINTS: TREASURES OF THE CHURCH

Holy Cross Parish presents a teaching and exposition of Sacred Relics on Wednesday, June 8 at 6:30pm. Father Carlos
Martins, a Vatican-appointed expert on relics will be here with an extraordinary Vatican collection of over 150 relics, some
as old as 2,000 years. Among the treasures will be relics of St. Joseph, St. Maria Goretti, St. Therese of Lisieux (the “Little
Flower”), St. Francis of Assisi, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Thomas Aquinas, and St. Faustina Kowalska. There will also be a
portion of the Veil of Our Lady and one of the largest remaining pieces of the True Cross in the world. Those in
attendance will be able to examine and venerate each relic. Throughout history, many healings have been worked in the
presence of relics; and thousands have occurred through this ministry. Do not miss this opportunity. You are
encouraged to bring your articles of devotion (such as rosaries, holy cards, etc.) and pictures of ill friends/family members,
which you will be able to touch to the reliquaries as a means of intercession. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

SPIRITUALITY OF IMPERFECTION

Sat, July 16; two online sessions, 9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.; sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit. Led by
Brother Michael. Find meaning in the absurd, peace within the chaos, light within the darkness and joy within the
suffering. Contact: retreat house at 770-760-0959 or visit trappist.net to register.

QUO VADIS

July 17-19; Camp Gideon, 3545 Walden Cove Road, Acworth. For male rising 10th graders to graduating seniors who are
open to considering God’s call for their lives. Cost is $30 per person. Sponsored by the Office of Vocations for the
Archdiocese of Atlanta. Contact: Office of Vocations at 404-920-7460 or vocationsatl@archatl.com for more information.

50/60 ANNIVERSARY MASS

Sat, Aug. 13; noon; St. Brigid Church, 3400 Old Alabama Road, Johns Creek. The Archdiocese of Atlanta is celebrating
couples who were married in 1972 and 1962. Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will be the celebrant. A light
reception will follow the Mass for couples and their families. Contact: visit http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass for more
information and to RSVP.

END OF LIFE WORKSHOP

Sat, Nov. 12; 9:30 am-12:30 pm; Archdiocese of Atlanta Chancery, 2401 Lake Park Drive SE, Smyrna. Speakers will be
Father Neil Dhabliwala, pastor of St. Catherine of Siena Church in Kennesaw; Richard A. Rowe, MD, from the Georgia
Neurosurgical Institute in Macon and Mary Cohen, MPH, leader of Senior Adult Ministry for the Archdiocese of Atlanta.
Registration is required. Contact: to attend, contact Joey Martineck, director of Respect Life Ministry for the Atlanta
Archdiocese, at jmartineck@archatl.com.

