A Ministry of the Jesuits

th

June 26, 2022—13 Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above
40° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment
NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

COFFEE, DONUTS &
COMMUNITY
Every Sunday after the
9am & 10:15am Masses

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY
We invite all parishioners to pray
Mon., June 27 at 5pm in the parish
library. All are welcome!

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Thurs., June 30, 2022

Maureen Flynn Koeltl †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Martha Catel
Ed Demetzky
Sharon Hulette
Bea Runion
John Foley
Edward Dieser Jr.
David Moss
Mary Maher
Michael Moon
Nicole Sorenson
Shelly Turner
Joseph McGauley

Fr. Kevin Hughes, S.J., Parochial Vicar
khughes@stmga.org
Leigh Holbrook, Parish Administrator
lholbrook@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org

Debbie Whiteley, Accounting Manager
dwhiteley@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Stewart Voegtlin, Youth Faith Formation
svoegtlin@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
SWindon@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Shelly Stafford, Communications
news@stmga.org

Pray for those who were recently baptized:
Andrew Elijah Elder
Sophie Ann Porter
Ander Jackson Weiland
Carter Thomas Weiland
Trey Vincent Kurzen

Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org
Pope Francis’ June Prayer Intention Families:
We pray for Christian families around the
world; may they embody and experience
unconditional love and advance in holiness
in their daily lives.

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Erin Brewster, Janet Brooks,
Larry Diehl, Lindsey Farrell, Tanya Frazee, Johnathon Kelso, Kunle Oguneye, Drew Reynolds and Elizabeth Small. Leigh
Holbrook serves an ex officio role.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon., June 27

Not your Mama’s Rosary—5:00pm—Parish Library

Wed., June 29

Centering Prayer Group 7:00pm - 8:30pm —Zoom

Sat., July 2

Tai Chi—7:30am to 9:00am—Mulhern Hall

Sun., July 3

Coffee and Donuts—after the 9am (in front of library) and 10:15am Masses (Mulhern Hall)

Mon., July 4

Daily Mass—10:00am—Church

RCIA AT STM
RCIA OPEN HOUSES

You are invited to participate in RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) a
program for learning about Catholic faith and spirituality, and for preparing
to receive the sacraments of initiation.
RCIA is designed for adults who are not Catholic. There is no obligation to
join the church if you participate: seekers, inquirers, and undecided folks
are all welcome!
Our goal is to support your own spiritual growth and well-being as we share
the beauty of the Catholic faith with you in a friendly, no-pressure context.
Of course, if you decide you want to become a Catholic, we will support you
in that process.
A new RCIA cohort begins in September. This summer we are hosting
several informal Open House meetings and we encourage you to attend.
Yes, we will have cookies for you!
Dates of the RCIA Open Houses:
• Sunday, July 24, after the 9:00am Mass
• Sunday, August 7, after the 10:15am Mass
• Sunday, August 21, after the 11:30am Mass
Look for RCIA representatives after Mass, we'll be holding signs to identify ourselves. (If you miss us, we'll be meeting in the
St. Julie Room) Hope to see you there! And if you have any questions or want more info, please email the RCIA co-directors,
Fran and Carl McColman, at rcia@stmgaparish.org

FAITH IN ACTION
STARVE WARS DONATIONS
Thank you for helping make the
2022 Eucharistic Congress Starve
Wars drive a huge success.
Your donations filled 2 of the 6 huge
bins in the St. Vincent de Paul
truck! The force was with us!

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3

RECONCILIATION

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM

RCIA

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure. If you would like to explore
the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic faith
contact Fran and Carl McColman at rcia@stmga.org or
register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close
to death, but also for those who are seriously ill or
infirm and in need of the community’s prayers and
support. The anointing can be given multiple times.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951
* Donate via PayPal online on our website or by
scanning this QR code.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
June 26—Peter’s Pence
July 10—Mission Cooperative Program

WEEKLY OFFERTORY DURING THE SUMMER

We hope you enjoy your summer travels, but please remember
your weekly offertory. Please consider signing up for online
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, giving to help us cover expenses while you are away. You can
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to
sign up for online giving by going to stmgaparish.org/giving/ And
the registration form and the safety protocols are
if you make the switch and no longer need envelopes mailed to
available under Baptisms on the website.
you, please email ParishOffice@stmga.org.

BAPTISM

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

Second Collection donations and one-time donations can also
be made through online giving.

ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

MATRIMONY

To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
marriage preparation program. For more information on
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and
click on “Sacramental Life.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. The goal for our parish is
$154,900.
It is not too late to make a pledge or donation; simply complete
a pledge card located on the information table in the Narthex,
or online at donate.archatl.com. Please make sure to select St.
Thomas More Catholic Church in the designation box. Find us
under “AAA-Saint Thomas More” Please prayerfully consider a
gift to this year’s appeal. Beyond what a single parish can provide, your generous gift to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal allows us to continue our work building strong parishes with intentional disciples and funding archdiocese-wide initiatives that
reach all the faithful in north and central Georgia, that we may
be Transformed in Christ.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

SUMMER LOVIN’ - IGNATIAN MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT NOW ON ZOOM!

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK

Tuesdays, July 12 – August 2, 7:30-9pm
What does St. Ignatius tell us
about marriage? A lot! Join us
for a 4-week marriage
enrichment program drawing
from the Spiritual Exercises of
Ignatius. Couples will be given
tools from Ignatian spirituality
such as the rules for the
discernment of spirits, a relationship Examen, imaginative prayer
exercises, and reflection activities to grow closer to God and one
another. Hear also from witness couples and a couples therapist. On
the final week we invite couples and their families to a celebratory picnic
dinner at STM. Whether you’ve been married 6 months or 60 years,
there’s always more to explore in the great mystery of God (and love!).
$50 fee per couple. Register at bit.ly/IgnatianMarriage.

Jerry’s bible study will resume in the Fall.

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP

1st Tuesday of the month, 8am-9am, Parish
Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am-9am, Zoom
(email erin.e.brewster@gmail.com) All are
invited to the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE

Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email bachner@juno.com.

CENTERING PRAYER

Wednesdays, 7pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

IGNATIAN RETREATS
THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES—A RETREAT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

Ever considered making the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius? The Exercises are
being offered as a retreat in everyday life (19th annotation format) in which you
deeply and prayerfully experience of the mystery of Jesus’s life, death, and
resurrection. It is a school of prayer in which you allow God to uncover your deep
desires and hopes as a follower of Jesus. The retreat occurs over eight or nine
months during which you will pray daily and meet
weekly with a spiritual director. Learn more at ignatiushouse.org/19th-annotation

IGNATIUS HOUSE
FIVE-NIGHT AND EIGHT-NIGHT PERSONALIZED RETREAT

July 6 @ 6:00 pm - July 14 @ 1:00 pm
Directed by the spiritual directors of Ignatius House. Break away for a five-night or eight-night
silent retreat created just for you. During this special retreat, you'll meet daily with a spiritual
director, spend time in solitude with daily prayer suggestions selected for you and participate in
daily liturgy, if you choose. Register: ignatiushouse.org

2 PATHS TO CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER: SPIRITUAL WISDOM FROM ST. IGNATIUS & THOMAS MERTON
July 15 @ 6:00 pm - July 17 @ 12:00 pm
Retreat leader Carl McColman invites us to draw closer to God through silent, restful prayer and
contemplation. We’ll look at two great teachers of Christian spirituality: St. Ignatius of Loyola and
Thomas Merton, and we’ll explore how they offer two different, but complementary, approaches
to contemplation. Together, Ignatius and Merton invite us to find God in all things, to be still and
know and to discover the love of the Holy Spirit hidden in our hearts.
The $305 fee includes a private room and bath, delicious, healthy meals and access to our
20-acre forested campus and private walking trails. Register: ignatiushouse.org

WEEKLY IGNATIAN PRAYER
THE CONTEMPLATIO: AN IGNATIAN PRAYER PODCAST
Each Wednesday, pray with scripture, contemporary Christian voices, and a reflection by the Jesuits and
spiritual directors from Ignatius House Jesuit Retreat Center. Listen on your podcast app.
podcasts.apple.com

PARISH NEWS
JULY 4TH OFFICE CLOSING & DAILY MASS TIME

YOUTH MUSIC & LITURGY TEAM

Calling all youth musicians
and liturgy-lovers! We are
creating a Youth Music &
Liturgy Team. You’ll be
working together to select
10:15 MASS AND EXTREME TEMPERATURES
and play the music offered
at the 5:30pm Sunday
If the temperature is 85 degrees or above for the 10:15
Sunday Mass, the Mass will be celebrated in the church that Masses and serve in the
different roles needed for
day. We will also continue to move the Mass indoors on
Mass to take place!
days when it is raining.
The daily Mass on Monday, July 4, will be at 10 am. There
will not be a 12:15 Mass that day. The parish office will also
be closed for the holiday.

GET INVOLVED AT STM
If you would like to connect with our
programs or ministries at STM, let us know!
Click on the form, tell us where you’d like to
connect, and we will reach out to you!

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
The Grief Support group meets the
first Saturday of each month from
6:30- 8:00pm in the St. Julie Room.
The group is facilitated by Mary
Delaney, MS, LPC, a parishioner
and a professional counselor/
therapist with a specialty in
individual and couples therapy.
Please note, the group will not meet in July.

We will start Planning &
Jam Sessions July 24th,
4pm-5:15pm. If you’re interested in learning more
or joining the team, fill out the form on the website
stmgaparish.org/youthmusic

STM YOUNG FAMILIES GROUP

Meet other families on the second Sunday
of each month at the church playground
after the 10:15am Mass. Stay connected by
joining our email group: bit.lySTMparents

LIVESTREAMED MASSES

Beginning in July, we will only livestream our 9:00am Mass
on Sunday. We understand the need for some to continue
to watch our livestreams and we hope the rest will join us in
person!

SCHOOL NEWS
PRE-K4* APPLICATION DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR
2022-23 SCHOOL YEAR.
This past year, our
school was enriched
with the addition of
our first ever Pre-K4
class. With its stellar
success and the
increase in demand,
we are pleased to
announce the addition
of a second Pre-K4
class! For this addition,
we are extending the
deadline to accept Pre-K4 applications. We invite you to
apply to our wonderful school home where students
experience joy in learning and live their Catholic faith in
action, all within the support of a loving, diverse, and
inclusive community. For additional information, contact
Admissions Director Eileen Maron at admissions@stmga.org
or apply at stmga.org/admissions1/online-applicationinformation.
*must turn 4 before Sept. 1, 2022

ANNUAL PICNIC AND FIELD DAY A HUGE SUCCESS!

The Annual Picnic and Field Day was full of fellowship and
fun! Bounce houses, field games, reflection, art, sing-a-longs,
dancing, grilled dogs and burgers by Mrs. Kissell and friends,
in combination with a gorgeous day, allowed us to soak up
those precious moments filled with love and laughter.

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

YOUTH NEWS
YOUTH FAITH FORMATION JOB OPENING AT STM

St. Thomas More is seeking a part-time (20 hours per week, 10 months a year [August-May]) Youth Faith Formation
Assistant. The candidate will collaborate with the Director of Youth Faith Formation, plan and execute both Confirmation
Preparation (including Confirmation retreat, Mass, and reception) and Rite of Christian Initiation for Children (RCIC)
programs. This position requires a flexible schedule, which includes working evenings and weekends. Qualified
candidates must be practicing Catholics in good standing with strong interpersonal and communication skills. A
college graduate with B.A. in theology (or related field) and religious education/youth ministry experience is preferred.
Please send cover letter & resume to svoegtlin@stmga.org.

WE NEED YOU!

If you are interested in sharing your faith with children, either through serving as a SPARK
catechist (PK, 1st, 4th-5th Grades) or as a small group conversation partner in STM's Confirmation
Prep Program, please reach out to Stewart Voegtlin, STM Director of Youth Faith Formation:
svoegtlin@stmga.org.

CHILDRENS' PROGRAMMING NOW OPEN

SPARK, IGNITE, and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd registration is now open. Visit stmgaparish.org/youth to register.

STM CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION

St. Thomas More Confirmation registration for the 2022-23 year is now open. Our program, which begins in Aug. 2022
and ends in Dec. 2022, consists of 10 in-person small group conversations over five months. We meet on Wednesday
evenings in Mulhern Hall from 7:00 pm until 8:15 pm. Children who wish to be confirmed must attend at least eight of the
10 sessions. Please submit your child’s info here: stmgaparish.org/youth

COMMUNITY NEWS
SPIRITUALITY OF IMPERFECTION

Saturday, July 16
There will be two online sessions at 9:30am and 1:30pm. This event is sponsored by Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit
and will be led by Brother Michael. Find meaning in the absurd, peace within the chaos, light within the darkness and joy
within the suffering. Contact the retreat house at 770-760-0959 or visit trappist.net to register.

50/60 ANNIVERSARY MASS

Saturday Aug. 13; noon
St. Brigid Church, 3400 Old Alabama Road, Johns Creek. The Archdiocese of Atlanta is celebrating couples who were
married in 1972 and 1962. Archbishop Gregory J. Hartmayer, OFM Conv., will be the celebrant. A light reception will follow
the Mass for couples and their families. Contact: visit http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass for more information and to RSVP.

WHAT'S NEXT?": SYNODALITY

Wednesday, Aug 24, 12 – 1:30pm
This webinar hosted by the Aquinas Center will explore synodality, which Pope Francis has called the Church to participate
in. A synod is a process of consultation and listening rooted in the ancient tradition of the Church. This synod is not a one
-time event, but rather an opportunity for the Church to grow into the process of listening and journeying together, so
that synodality might become our way of being Church together. Visit aquinas.emory.edu for more info and to register.
This webinar is a part of the "What's Next?" series, which explores what we can do as lay leaders to make a positive impact
for the future of the Catholic Church.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND BACKPACKS NEEDED!

Catholic Charities needs 60 NEW backpacks with school supplies for elementary, middle and high school age children.
We welcome empty backpacks, school supplies on their own or backpacks pre-filled by age group. For a list of suggested
supplies by age view: Back-to-school drive. Please deliver the bags to the Catholic Charities office in Smyrna by
Wed., July 22. 2401 Park Lake Drive, Smyrna, GA 30080. Questions? Contact 404-920-7785 or CCrane@ccatlanta.org.

END OF LIFE WORKSHOP

Saturday Nov. 12; 9:30am-12:30pm
The workshop will be held at the Archdiocese of Atlanta Chancery, 2401 Lake Park Drive SE, Smyrna. Speakers will be
Father Neil Dhabliwala, pastor of St. Catherine of Siena Church in Kennesaw; Richard A. Rowe, MD, from the Georgia
Neurosurgical Institute in Macon and Mary Cohen, MPH, leader of Senior Adult Ministry for the Archdiocese of Atlanta.
Registration is required. Contact: to attend, contact Joey Martineck, director of Respect Life Ministry for the Atlanta
Archdiocese, at jmartineck@archatl.com.

