A Ministry of the Jesuits
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July 31, 2022—18 Sunday in Ordinary Time
As disciples of Jesus, we look for God present in all things, that we might LOVE him and SERVE him in all things.

SAINT THOMAS MORE
CHURCH & SCHOOL
636 W Ponce de Leon Ave
Decatur, Georgia 30030-2951
www.stmgaparish.org
PARISH OFFICE
Phone: 404-378-4588
Fax: 404-378-0506
Email: ParishOffice@stmga.org
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Closed for Lunch 12-12:30 PM
SCHOOL
404-373-8456
EMERGENCY NUMBER
678-337-8910

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
SATURDAY
5:30 PM (Vigil)
SUNDAY
9:00 AM
10:15 AM*
*(outdoor, if above 40°,
below 85° and no rain)
11:30 AM
5:30 PM
MON—FRI
12:15 PM
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 to 5:00 PM
or by appointment

ST IGNATIUS DAY
CELEBRATION
Join us after the 5:30pm Mass
this Sunday for
a grill out, music,
and games to
celebrate the feast of
St. Ignatius!
Please RSVP on the website
so we can plan accordingly.

ARCHDIOCESE OF ATLANTA SYNOD
REPORT
The Archdiocese of Atlanta has released
it’s report on the Synod. You can read
the report at archatl.com/synod.
The report compiles the result from
listening sessions conducted across the
archdiocese. It has been submitted to
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops as
part of the ongoing worldwide Synod
process.

NURSERY
Due to COVID-19, the
nursery will be closed until
further notice.
CHAPEL
Open weekdays during parish
office hours.
Report suspected abuse by
Church employees and
volunteers to the
Archdiocesan 24-hour Abuse
Reporting Hotline:
1-888-437-0764

Tuesdays, 7:30pm, Aug. 9-23, Zoom

The most difficult decisions are not choosing between
good and evil, but discerning between good choices!

See page 5 for more info.

PRAYER REQUESTS

STAFF
Fr. Bob Hussey, S.J., Pastor
rhussey@stmga.org

At the weekday Masses this coming week, the presider will
remember the following persons along with all the living and dead
during the General Intercessions, and he may invite parishioners
to say aloud the names of deceased loved ones.
Wednesday, August 3, 2022

Jef Murray †

If you would like the presider at our weekday Masses to
remember a loved one in the General Intercession for the sick
or dead, contact the parish office at 404-378-4588. We will
not accept any gift in return for the presider's praying for
someone at Mass. In order to add a name to these lists, you
must be either the person seeking prayers, an immediate
relative of the one to be remembered, or have the express
permission of the one to be remembered.
Pray for those who are sick:
Martha Catel, Sharon Hulette, Bea Runion, John Foley, Edward
Dieser Jr., David Moss, Mary Maher, Michael Moon, Nicole
Sorenson, Shelly Turner, Joseph McGauley
Welcome New Parishioners:
Richard and Maureen Kaps
Thomas J. Sulkowski
Marvin and Tanya Bennett and Marvin Jr.
Andre, Rebecca and William Burnham
Dr. Otto Schwalb, Anne E. Fiinn and Carter
Pope Francis’ July Prayer Intention:
We pray for the elderly, who represent
the roots and memory of a people; may
their experience and wisdom help young
people to look towards the future with
hope and responsibility.

Leigh Holbrook, Parish Administrator
lholbrook@stmga.org
Shaun Bland, Principal, STM School
sbland@stmga.org
Joe Messina, Director of Worship
jmessina@stmga.org
Debbie Whiteley, Accounting Manager
dwhiteley@stmga.org
Andy Otto, Adult Faith Formation
aotto@stmga.org
Elias Benn, Director of Parish Communications
ebenn@stmga.org
Jessica Prince, Director of Youth Programs
jprince@stmga.org
Mitu Assefa, Administrative Assistant
sassefa@stmga.org
Stephanie L. Windon, Administrative Assistant
SWindon@stmga.org
Todd Hines, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
thines@stmga.org
Carl and Fran McColman, RCIA Coordinators
rcia@stmga.org

STM PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS
The STM Parish Council is a group of active parishioners who advise the pastor regarding significant parish matters
pertaining to parish identity, mission, and ministries. Present members are: Paul Blackstone, Erin Brewster, Janet Brooks,
Larry Diehl, Lindsey Farrell, Tanya Frazee, Johnathon Kelso, Kunle Oguneye, Drew Reynolds and Elizabeth Small. Leigh
Holbrook serves an ex officio role.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Tues., Aug 2

Not your Mama’s Rosary Group—9:00am—Church

Wed., Aug 3

Tai Chi—6:15pm to 7:30pm—Mulhern Hall
Centering Prayer Group—7:00pm to 8:30pm—Zoom

Sat., Aug 6

Tai Chi—7:30am to 9:00am—Mulhern Hall
Grief Support Group—6:30pm to 8:00pm—Parish Library

Sun., Aug 7

Coffee & Donuts—10:00am (in front of Paris Library) and 11:15am (Mulhern Hall)
RCIA Open House—11:00am to 12:00pm—St. Julie Room

PASTOR’S
UPDATE
COMMUNITY
CORNER
Dear Parishioners,
You may have noticed over
the last several months
that we have had several
changes in our staff. Some
of these changes are new
or expanded positions that
will allow us to serve our
parish better. Others fill
existing positions as
previous staff members
chose to pursue new
opportunities. I want to
provide a summary of
those changes here, with sense of how they fit with our
vision for the parish.
We heard clearly from our Synod listening sessions that
we want to be a more welcoming parish and strengthen our
shared community life. Two staff changes are focused on
responding to those goals. Our new Parish Administrator,
Leigh Holbrook is spearheading those efforts. With her
background in community organizing and her energy and
interpersonal skills, Leigh is bringing wonderful creativity
to our plans for welcoming and community building. I
hope you have already noticed Leigh’s presence at
Masses on the weekend along with new initiatives and
community events that are only just beginning. Aligned
with the plans for strengthening our communication and
outreach to parishioners, we are expanding
Communications to a full-time staff position. Elias Benn
(introduced on page 6) joins us this week in that role.
Many of you know Elias as the Cantor at our 5:30 pm
Sunday Mass. He comes to us with a wide range of
experience in parish ministry and communications. In
the context of this transition, we want to recognize and
express our gratitude for Shelly Stafford. She has done
outstanding work for us over the years and helped curate
our parish bulletin, e-news, and website content. Shelly
will continue working with us in this transition through
August.
Another desire we received from the Synod was to invest
more in our youth. We have created the new Director of
Youth Programs position to work with our Director of
Youth Faith Formation. This position will allow us to
expand our programming for middle and high school
students and strengthen our Confirmation program. We
are also restarting the position of Athletic Director on our
staff to work with our Athletic Board to coordinate our
sports programs and expand access to more youth in our
parish. Parishioner Jessica Prince was uniquely qualified
to serve in both these roles, so from these two part-time
positions, we were able to create a full-time position
fulfilling both functions serving our youth. Jessica has
worked as a volunteer with our youth group since joining
the parish nearly sixteen years ago, has a background in
athletic training, and is also a member of our Social Justice
Committee.

Additionally, we are interviewing candidates for a new
Director of Youth Faith Formation following the
resignation of Stewart Voegtlin. Stewart has left us with
strong gospel and faith based Ignite and Spark programs
and an excellent group of volunteer catechists, so we are
well set to continue those programs this fall as we search
for his replacement.
Also joining our staff recently following Carol Palmer’s
departure is Debbie Whiteley as our new Accounting
Manager. Debbie has been a parishioner at STM for five
years and brings excellent accounting experience from
different settings to leading this role for our parish.
We are blessed to have found four very well-qualified new
staff members in Leigh, Elias, Jessica, and Debbie,
especially in this time of tight job markets. We are also
very grateful to our parishioners for your strong financial
support of our mission that has allowed us to make these
investments in staff that respond to the needs that you
have named for our parish.
In addition to our expansion of parish staff, we have also
begun organizing and expanding parish ministries that
serve the goal of becoming a more welcoming parish and
strengthening our shared community life. The Welcoming
Commission is tasked with helping us create an
environment where all are welcome and feel seen the
moment they arrive at our community. Our Ministries
Commission is a gathering of our ministry leaders from
across the parish who will meet to support one another in
creating thriving ministries that serve and engage both
our parish community and our local community.
Our other staff change, of course, will be welcoming
Fr. Jim Stormes to our parish at the beginning of
September. In the meantime, Fr. Bruce Steggert has been
visiting to help during the month of July, and Fr. Peter Fink
will be helping in August. I hope you will benefit from
these different voices leading us in prayer.
With gratitude,
Fr. Bob

WORSHIP & SACRAMENTS

PARISH FINANCES
CONTINUED
FROM PAGE 3

RECONCILIATION

WAYS TO GIVE TO STM

RCIA

We encourage you to contribute to the support of our ministry.
There are several ways to contribute.

Saturdays from 4pm - 5pm, or by appointment.

RCIA — the program for learning about Catholicism and/
or preparing to receive the Sacraments of Initiation —
invites you to come and learn and discern with us. We'll
be meeting virtually over the summer and in person
beginning in the fall. RCIA is a safe space to pray
together and have honest conversation about what it
means to be a faithful Catholic in today's world. There's
no obligation: you're welcome to participate in our
program even if you don't think you want to become a
Catholic or if you're not sure. If you would like to explore
the spirituality and teachings of our Catholic faith
contact Fran and Carl McColman at rcia@stmga.org or
register at www.stmgaparish.org/rcia.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Call the Parish to request the sacrament at home or in
the hospital. The sacrament is not only for those close
to death, but also for those who are seriously ill or
infirm and in need of the community’s prayers and
support. The anointing can be given multiple times.

* Sign up for online giving. Make recurring contributions or
“one-time” payments here: https://www.stmgaparish.org/giving/
* Place your offering in the basket at Mass.
* Mail your offering:
St. Thomas More Church
636 W. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Decatur GA 30030-2951
* Donate via PayPal online on our website or by
scanning this QR code.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
August 21—STM St. Vincent de Paul
September 4—Catholic University of America

NEW MEMBERS OF FINANCE COUNCIL

We are pleased to welcome four new members to our Parish
Finance Council: Laura Dollar, Kevin Killeen, Melanie Leeth, and
BAPTISM
To schedule a Baptism, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org, Andrew Seng. They join continuing members Beth Dorrian
404-378-4588 or visit stmgaparish.org/baptism. Links to (chair), Liz Bucko, Matt Emerich, Jane McNabb, Matt Seals
(treasurer), and Beth Taylor.
the registration form and the safety protocols are
available under Baptisms on the website.

WEEKLY OFFERTORY DURING THE SUMMER

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST EUCHARIST,
AND CONFIRMATION

If you or your child want to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Reconciliation for the first time, or to be
confirmed, contact the Parish Office at 404-378-4588.

MATRIMONY

We hope you enjoy your summer travels, but please remember
your weekly offertory. Please consider signing up for online giving to help us cover expenses while you are away. You can sign
up for online giving by going to stmgaparish.org/giving/ And if
you make the switch and no longer need envelopes mailed to
you, please email ParishOffice@stmga.org.

To schedule a wedding, contact ParishOffice@stmga.org,
or 404-378-4588. Note: Persons desiring to be married Second Collection donations and one-time donations can also
at St. Thomas More will be required to participate in a
be made through online giving.
marriage preparation program. For more information on
the sacraments at STM please visit: www.stmga.org, and ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL
click on “Sacramental Life.”

FUNERALS

In the event of the death of a loved one, call the parish
and ask to speak with the priest on duty. He will attend
to your needs and offer advice on how to proceed with
funeral planning.

CHAPEL

The chapel near the entrance of the church is available
for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament and is
open on weekdays when parish offices are open.

Thank you to all parishioners who pledged to the 2022
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal.
It is not too late to make a pledge or donation; simply complete
a pledge card located on the information table in the Narthex,
or online at donate.archatl.com. Please make sure to select St.
Thomas More Catholic Church in the designation box. Find us
under “AAA-Saint Thomas More”

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
STM PARISH EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS AT STM

IGNATIAN WORKSHOP

FALL WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

Tuesdays, 7:30pm, Aug. 9-23, Zoom
The most difficult decisions are not choosing between good and evil, but
discerning between good choices! This workshop will lay out all the tools
of Ignatian discernment and present “case studies” for the group to
grapple with. We will study Ignatius’ foundation for all life decisions,
examine his famous Rules for the Discernment of Spirits, and explore
various methods of bringing our decisions to prayer. Participants will be
equipped with tools to discern future decisions more confidently.
Tuesdays, 7:30pm, Aug. 9-23, Zoom. $10 fee. Register at
stmgaparish.org/adultfaith

THE SPIRITUAL EXERCISES—A RETREAT IN EVERYDAY LIFE
Ever considered making the
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius?
The Exercises are being offered as
a retreat in everyday life (19th
annotation format) in which you
deeply and prayerfully experience
of the mystery of Jesus’s life, death, and resurrection. It is a school of
prayer in which you allow God to uncover your deep desires and hopes
as a follower of Jesus. The retreat occurs over eight or nine months
during which you will pray daily and meet weekly with a spiritual
director. ignatiushouse.org/19th-annotation

Mondays-7pm to 8:30pm-Mulhern Hall &
Zoom
Women's bible study will resume its weekly
meetings this fall with our first meeting on
Mon., Sept. 12th. Sign up and our book
selection will be announced in August. New
members welcome! Contact Lisa at
lisacb@gmail.com

NOT YOUR MAMA’S ROSARY GROUP

1st Tuesday of the month, 8am-9am, Parish
Library; Other Tuesdays, 8:30am-9am, Zoom
(email erin.e.brewster@gmail.com) All are
invited to the weekly rosary group.

SCRIPTURE STUDY WITH LOUANNE
Tuesdays, 1pm, Zoom
Pray with and explore the Sunday scripture
reading from a historical and theological
perspective. Email bachner@juno.com.

CENTERING PRAYER
Wednesdays, 7pm to 8:30pm—Zoom
Email mccolman@anamchara.com to join.

BIBLE STUDY WITH JERRY PENDRICK
Jerry’s bible study will resume in the Fall.

IGNATIUS HOUSE
YOGA DAY OF REFLECTION: DISCERNMENT IN MOTION – EXPLORING LIES (SEMI-SILENT)
August 3 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Directed by Kimberly Nettuno, MTS, RYT —Our throat grants us the ability to share our truth.
However, if we hold too tightly to what we think and hear, we become blind and rigid. This
rigidity can not only make us unwilling to listen, but it can whisper in our ear lies, casting shadow
upon our view of self and others. When realigned, God lingers on what we hold as truth, allowing
us to see His working in another and see ourselves as He does. Opening our voices in praise
and lifting our heads upward to banish lies, we encounter the gift of truth. Register:
ignatiushouse.org

SEMI-SILENT WEEKEND RETREAT: THE BEATITUDES

August 5 @ 6:00 pm - August 7 @ 12:00 pm
Directed by Fr. Matt Linn, SJ—Are you looking for peace during challenging times? Explore the
Beatitudes–eight blessings recounted by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of
Matthew (Matt 5:1-12). Fr. Matthew Linn, SJ, explains how these times of deep suffering become
the times that most bless us with new life. This retreat will consider the healing offered in each
Beatitude to create hopeful focus wherever we struggle. Register: ignatiushouse.org

WEEKEND RETREAT: MINDFULNESS-BASED STRESS REDUCTION

August 26 @ 6:00 pm - August 28 @ 12:00 pm
Directed by Mark Dannenfelser, MA, LPC—The Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) retreat
teaches the practice of mindfulness meditation and how to apply it to stress reduction and
self-reflection. Register: ignatiushouse.org

PARISH NEWS
YOUTH MINISTRY JOB

We are seeking a full-time Director of Youth Faith Formation
who can bring vibrancy and creativity to our youth faith
formation programs. Read the full job description here:
https://bit.ly/3A9ITEu. Please send cover letter and resume
to Andy Otto at aotto@stmga.org.

YOUNG ADULTS AND LATE TEENS WITH SPECIAL
NEEDS FAITH SHARING GROUP

Wednesdays 6:30 - 7:30pm STM Library
A new group is forming for Young Adults/Late Teens with
special needs. Fellowship, Scripture Study, and Faith Sharing
led by Julie Siler of the Special Needs Ministry. Mark your
calendars for our initial meetings: August 10th and 24th. If
you know anyone who is interested in joining or supporting
this ministry, please contact: juliesiler05@gmail.com

MONTHLY WINE & CHEESE

All Young Adults are invited to join us
every 2nd Sunday of the month in the
Parish Library after the 5:30pm Mass
for a wine and cheese social with other
young adults! Next one: August 14

MINISTRIES COMMISSION LUNCH

NEW DIRECTOR OF PARISH COMMUNICATIONS
Elias Benn joins us as our new Director of
Communications. He is a native of the
Caribbean island of St.Lucia, Elias has called
Atlanta home for the past 23 years, and is
no stranger to the Thomas More, serving as
a cantor here for the past 6 years. Elias’
passions including traveling, cooking, the arts, and
spending quality time with friends and family.

JOIN THE WELCOME COMMISSION!
We learned from our synod listening sessions that we want
to be a more welcoming parish and strengthen our shared
community life. Our Welcome Commission is a group of
parishioners helping us to ways we can actively create that
feeling of welcome and home the moment people arrive at
STM – visitors and long-time parishioners alike! If you’d like
to join us, email Leigh at lholbrook@stmga.org.

RCIA AT STM
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is a program for
learning about Catholic faith and spirituality, and for
preparing to receive the sacraments of initiation. Our next
open houses are Sun., Aug. 7 after the 10:15am Mass and
Sun., Aug. 21 after the 11:30am Mass in the St. Julie Room.
Questions? Contact RCIA co-directors, Fran & Carl at
rcia@stmgaparish.org

August 7th, 12:30pm-2pm
If you lead or are part of a ministry at STM, we invite you to
join us for our first quarterly lunch and collaborative
workshop! This will give us an opportunity to connect, learn
about what other ministries are doing in the parish, maybe
even work together on some things! We will also host a mini PARISH ATHLETIC NEWS
workshop on communication to create a thriving ministry.
Soccer registration for Pre-K through 8th grade is closing
Join us! RSVP https://bit.ly/ministry-gathering
Aug 12th. STM Athletics are open to all parish and school
youth. Visit stmgaparish.org/soccer to register. If you're
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
interested in coaching or assisting with any of our youth
The next Grief Support group will meet Sat., Aug. 6 from
sports, contact our Youth Programs Director, Jessica Prince
6:30-8:00pm in the St. Julie Room. The group is facilitated
by Mary Delaney, MS, LPC, a parishioner and a professional at jprince@stmga.org. Programs include volleyball, soccer
counselor/ therapist with a specialty in individual and
and basketball. We are hoping to add cross country this
couples therapy.
year—but we need your help!

SCHOOL NEWS
A FEW OPEN SPOTS FOR OUR PRE-K4* PROGRAM!

Exciting news for prospective
parents…we have a few open
spots remaining for this year’s
Pre-K* program! Our full day
Pre-K4 program provides joyful
play-based learning and fosters
each child’s developmental,
emotional, and social growth, as
well as a strong foundation of
Catholic teachings. Our qualified and nurturing teachers prepare our students for kindergarten in a safe and loving environment. Pre-K students participate in specials classes and are eligible for our extended
care program. Contact Admissions@stmga.org or visit
stmga.org for more information. *Students must turn 4 by
September 1st.

KINDERGARTEN CELEBRATION!

My, how the year flew by! We loved celebrating the
completion of our kindergartners’ successful year at their
Kindergarten Celebration. First grade, here they come!

For more School News, please visit www.stmga.org/news/.

YOUTH NEWS
YOUTH MUSIC AND LITURGY TEAM

Calling all youth and young adult
musicians! We have created the Youth
Music & Liturgy Team that will select
and play music for the Sunday,
5:30pm Mass. We will also be serving
in the different roles needed to
support the Mass. We meet in the
Sanctuary at 4:15pm on Sundays. If
you’re interested in learning more or
joining us, come on Sunday or fill out
the form to join the team! https://bit.ly/youth-music-liturgy

IGNITE YOUTH GROUP IS BACK!

STM Family, are you ready?!?! Ignite is on
FIRE this year! (See what we did there?) All
youth grades 6-12 will be meeting nearly
every Sunday after the 5:30pm Mass for
dinner, fun, fellowship, and more! We’re so
excited to be back full time, so if you’re not
registered yet, go to the website and get
signed-up—we’re going to have a great year!
Register at: www.stmgaparish.org/youth

Sneak-peek into the year: (more to come!)
Ignite Kick-off Party (Sept. 11)
The Great Sleepover (& pancake breakfast)
THE JESUIT YOUTH LEADERSHIP TEAM (JYLT)
MLK Weekend Retreat in the Mountains
Juniors and Seniors! The
Rafting Adventure (TBA)
Jesuit Youth Leadership Team
Summer Mission Trips
(JYLT) is starting up this fall. We
Ignatian Teach-In for Justice (Washington D.C.)
will be taking on youth leadership JYLT - Jesuit Youth Leadership Team (Juniors & Seniors)
roles for IGNITE, expanding your JYLT Beach Retreat
faith journey, traveling to
Washington D.C. for the Ignatian WE NEED YOU
Teach-In for Justice, and some
If you are interested in sharing your faith with young people
other epic adventures! If you’re
and walking with them on their spiritual journey, we need
interested, contact Leigh
you! We are looking for support for: SPARK PK-5th grade,
Holbrook at lholbrook@stmga.org or register here:
IGNITE & JYLT 6th-12th, and our Confirmation Prep 10th
https://bit.ly/jesuit_youth_team
grade. Contact Jessica and Leigh at youth@stmga.org.

FAITH IN ACTION
ANTI-RACISM ZOOM SERIES

Are you interested in learning more about how to be anti-racist? The Association of United States
Catholic Priests is hosting a 4-week Zoom series as part of their anti-racism strategic action plan.
1st series: Acknowledge and Address Racism Within Oneself
Self-Educate: Learn the truths you were never taught or told.
Schedule of Zoom Sessions in September 2022
Mondays from 7:30pm to 9:00pm (Eastern Time) Or Wednesdays from 2:00pm to 3:30pm (Eastern Time).
Register for either Monday or Wednesday sessions by emailing Paul Sherman: sherman.paul@twc.com or visit
https://auscp.org/

CARE FOR CREATION RECOMMENDATION

Proper recycling—How clean is clean enough?
If the recyclable is half-full of food or water, it will spill onto the other items.
This can ruin the quality of the other materials in the bin such as cardboard
and paper. The wet and food contaminated paper is then destined for a very
expensive trip to the landfill instead of a new life. By making sure items are
empty, clean, and dry you are also preventing odors, mold, and pests such as
insects, rats, and raccoons. Recyclables don’t have to be dishwasher clean.
Empty them out, give it a quick rinse, shake off the water and voila! You are
good to go!
Use a spoon, spatula or paper towel to scrape food waste into your compost bucket or trash. Then save the container
until you are done with the dishes and use your dirty dishwater. This way you will be using water that would be going
down the drain anyway. A quick swish or rinse with cold water will usually do the trick. After you rinse it out, shake off the
water so other items won’t get wet and throw them in your bin! Visit: https://mobile.twitter.com/DPWFramingham

COMMUNITY NEWS
NATIONAL SUICIDE PREVENTION LIFELINE
9-8-8 is a direct line to trained National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline counselors for those seeking the help they need in
times of a mental health crisis. Healing, hope and help are
happening every day. We value all life! Please reach out if
you or your loved is in need.

SYNODALITY AND TRUTHFULNESS: THE WORKINGS OF
A SIDEWAYS GOD—SPEAKER JAMES ALISON
Wed., Aug. 24, 12-1:30pm, online webinar, Aquinas Center
As we come to the conclusion of the local phase of the
global Synod on Synodality, this webinar invites us to
consider the significance of synodality beyond the official
synod process. https://bit.ly/aquinas_alison2022

